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To providc the Inspector General of the Department of Veterans Af'fhirs
tesl,i monia.l sullpocrta itutltot'itv, a.tul for otltct' llut'poscs.

IN TIIE HOUSE OF RT]PRESENTATI\TS

Fnnml,rnv 11, 2020

Miss Rrcn of Ne;lv York (for herself and i\{rs. Rlnnrvat+nil) introclucecl the
follor,r,'ing bill; which was ref'errod to the Committee ou Veteratrs' Allairs

A BIIL
To provide the Inspector (*eneral of the Department of Vet-

erans Affairs testimonial subpoena, authority, and for

other purposes.

I Be 'it enucted by the Senate and House oJ' Represanta-

2 tiues of the Un'ited, Sta,tes of America, 'in, Congress a,ssevnbled,,

3 sEcrIoN 1. sHoRT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the "Strengthening Over-

5 sight for Veterans Act of 2020" .
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I snc. 2. TESTTMoNTAL suBpoENA AUTHoRrry oF THE rN-

2 sPEcToR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

3 vETERANS AFFATRs.

4 (a) Ix GnNnner,.-Section 312 of title 38, Ilnited

5 States Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-

6 lorn'ing nerv subsection:

7 "(.)(f )(A) In addition to the authority otherr,vise pro-

8 r'ided by the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C.

9 App.) and in accordance with the requirernents of this sub-

10 section, the Inspector ()erreral, itt carrying out the provi-

11 sions of this section, may require by subpoena the attend-

12 ance and testimony of r,vitnesscs as necessary in the per-

13 formance of the furrctions assignecl to the Inspector Geu-

14 eral by the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App )

15 and this section, u'hich in the case of contumacy or refusal

16 to obe;', such subpoena shall be enforceable by order of

I7 any appropriate district court of the Ilnited States.

18 ('(B) An Inspector General may not rcquire by sub-

19 poena the attendatrce and testimony of atly current Fed-

20 eral employees, but may use other authorized proceclures.

2I "(2) The authority to issue a subpoena under para-

22 graph (1) may not be delegated.

23 "(3)(A) If the Inspector General intends to issue a

24 subpoena, the Inspector General shall notify the Attorncy

25 General of such intent.
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1 "(B) Not later than 10 days after the date on rn'hich

2 the Attorne)r ()st.ral is notified llursuant to paragraph

3 (1), the Attorney General may object to the issuance of

4 the subpoena if the subpoena will interfere with an ongo-

5 ing investigation and, if the Attorne;r ()s1r.ral makes such

6 an objection, the Inspector General m&;r n61 issue the sub-

7 poena.

8 "(C) If the Attorney ()eneral cloes not object to the

9 issuance of the subpoena during the 10-day period de-

10 scribed in subparagraph (B), the Inspector General may

11 issue the subpoena.

LZ "(4) Before requiring by subpoena uncler paragraph

13 (1) the attendance and testimony of a u'itness, the Inspec-

14 tor General shall, to the degree practicable-

15 "(A) notifiz the u'itness of the intent of the In-

16 spector General to issue the subpoena; and

l7 "(R) provide the witness an opportunity to at-

18 tencl and testiSr voluntarily.

19 "(5) Whenever requiring by subpoena under para,-

20 graph (1) the attenclance ancl testimon), of a witness, the

2I Inspector General shall, to the greatest extent practicable,

22 travel to residence of the r,vitness, the principal place of

23 business of the witttess, or other similar location that is

24 in proximity to the residence of the rn'itness.
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I " (6)(A) Along with each semia,nnual report submitted

2 b), the Inspector General pursuant to section 5(b) of the

3 Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App. 5(b)), the

4 Inspector General shall include a report on the exercise

5 of the authority pror,'ided by paragraph (1).

6 "(B) Each report submitted under subparagraph (A)

7 shall include, fbr the most recentlv completed six-month

8 period, the followirrg:

9 "(i) The number of testimonial subpoenas

10 issued and the number of individuals intervier,ved

1 1 pursuant to such subpoenas.

12 "(ii) The number of proposed testimonial sub-

13 poenas with respect to u'hich the Attorney General

14 objectecl urrder paragraph (3)(R).

15 "(iii) A discussion of any challenges or concerns

16 that the Inspector General has encountered exer-

17 cising the authority provided by paragraph (1).

18 "(iv) Such other matters as the Inspector Gen-

19 eral considers appropriate.".

20 (b) Erpncrrvn Darn.-

2L (1) IN GENEnAL.-Except as provided in para-

22 graph (2), subsection (c) of section 312 of title 38,

23 United States Code, as added by subsection (a),

24 shall take effect on the date of the enactment of this

25 Act.
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(2) SnuLrNxuar-, nnpont.-Paragraph (4) of

subsection (c) of such section, as so added, shall

take effect on the date that is seven months after

the. first day of the first fiscal year beginning after

the date of the enactment of this Act.
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