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2n Snssrou H. R. Vl+;

(Original Sig'naturc of Mcrnbor)

To provide fbr a stafting improvement plan ancl occupational series fbr li-
censed prof'essional rnental health counselors and marriage ancl f'amily
therapists of Department of Vetertrns AfTairs, ancl fbr other purposes.

IN THE IIOI]SE OF REPRESENTATNIES

tf **tlgS introclucecl the fbllowing bill; which was ref'errecl to the
Committee on

A BILL
To provide for a staffing improvement plan and occupational

series for licensed professional mental health counselors

and marriage and family therapists of Department of

Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

I Be 'it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tiues of thp, Un'ited States of America in Congress assembled,
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1 snctroN r.. sTAFFINc TMpRovEMENT pLAN AND occupA-

2 TToNAL sERrEs FoR LTcENSED pRoFEs-

3 sroNAL MEI{TAL HEALTH couNsnlons AND

4 MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTs oF DE.

5 pARTMEltT oF \TETERANS AFFATRS.

6 (a) Starn'ING PL,aN.-

7 (1) Ix cENERAL.-NoI later than 270 days

8 after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-

9 retary shall submit to the Committee on Veterans'

10 Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Vet-

11 erans' Affairs of the llouse of Representatives a

12 plan to address staffing shortages of licensed profes-

13 sional mental health counselors and marriage and

14 family therapists of the Department of Veterans Af-

15 fairs.

16 (2) El,niunNts.-The plan required by para-

17 graph (1) shall include the following:

18 (A) The number of positions for licensed

19 professional mental health counselors and mar-

20 riage and family therapists of the Department

2l that need to be filled to meet demand,

22 disaggregated by Veterans Integrated Service

23 Nehvork and medical center.

24 (B) An identification of the steps that the

25 Secretary will take in each Veterans Integrated
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1 Service Network to address such shortages, in-

2 cluding the foUowing:

3 (i) A description of any region-specific

4 hiring incentives to be used by the Sec-

5 retary in consultation with the directors of

6 Veterans Integrated Service Networks and

7 medical centers of the Department.

8 (ii) A description of any local reten-

g tion or engagement incentives to be used

10 by directors of Veterans )ntegrated Service

11 Networks

12 (C) Such recommendations for legislative

13 or administrative action as the Secretary, in

L4 consultation with the Inspector General of the

15 Department of Veterans Affairs, considers nec-

16 essary to aid in addressing staffing shortages of

17 licensed professional mental health counselors

18 and marriage and family therapists of the De-

19 partment.

20 (b) OccupATIoNArr SnnIns Fori CERTATN MnNtal

2I llnalru Pnovronns.-Not later than one year after the

22 date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-

23 erans Affairs, in consultation with the Office of Personnel

24 Management, shall develop-
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1 (1) an occupational series for licensed profes-

2 sional mental health counselors of the Department

3 of Veterans Affairs; and

4 (2) an occupational series for marriage and

5 family therapists of the Department.

6 (c) Rnpont.-Not later than one year after the sub-

7 mittal of the plan required by subsection (a), the Secretary

8 shall submit to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the

g Senate and the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the

10 House of Representatives a report setting forth the num-

11 ber of licensed professional mental health counselors and

12 marriage and family therapists hired by the Department

13 during the one-year period preceding the submittal of the

14 report, disaggregated by Veterans Integrated Service Net-

15 work and medical center.
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