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(Original Signatule of l{ember)

116ru CONGRESS
2o SnssroN H.R. 11q5

To amend title 38, l,Tnited States Code, to improve the abilitv of vetertrns
to access and submit disabilitl'benefit questionntrire firrrns of the Depalt-
rnent of \Teterans Affhir.s.

IN THE HOIISE OII ITEPRESIXNTATI\ruS

Mr. Benn introrluccd thc tbllot'inq llill: ndrich was rcf'crrccl to thc Committcc
o" {cterins. Pffilf$

A BILL
To amend title 38, Ilnited Sta,tes Code, to improve the

abilitr. of veterarrs to access and submit disabilitv benefit

qrrestionriaire forms of the Department of Veterarrs Af-

fairs.

L Re 'it en,a,ctecl by th,e Se'na,te an,d Hou.se oJ' Represe'nta-

2 tiues of th,e (In'ited, States of Auterica i,n Congress assentbled',

3 sncrroN r. sHoRT TrrLE.

4 This Act ma;r lvs cited as tlic "Veterans Benefits

5 F airness and Transparellcv Act of 2020" .
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1 snc. z. puBLIcATroN AND ACCEpTANcE oF DIsABILTTy

2 BENEFTT er.rESTroNNArRE FoRMS oF DE-

3 panrMENT oF vETERANS AFFATRs.

4 (a) Iirt Gnxutuu,.-Scction 5101 of titlc lJii, lJnitod

5 Sta,tcs Oodc, is arncrrdcd- : "

6 (l ) by redesigna,ting suhsection (d) a,s suh-

7 section (e); and

8 (2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-

9 lor,r'ing ncw subsection (d):

10 "(d)(1) 'l'hc Sccrctary shall publish iu a ccutral loca-

11 tion orr thc internet u'cbsitc ofl thc Dcpartnicrrt disahilitl'

12 benefit questiorrnaire fbrms, or such suqcessor forms relat-

13 ing to non-Department meclical providers submitting evi-

14 dence regarding a disability of a cla,imant.

15 "(2) Subject to section 6103 of this title, if the Sec-

16 reta,ry updates a form clescribed irr llaragraph (1), the Sec-

I7 rcta,ry sha,ll-

18 "(A) accept the previous vt-.rsion of the fbrm

19 filed by a claimant if:-
20 "(i) the claimant provided to the non-De-

2l partment medical provider the previous version

22 of the form before the date on r.r'hicli the up-

23 da,tcd vcrsion of the tbrm rn a,s rna,dc ara,ilablc;

24 and

25 "(ii) the claimant files the prer.ious version

26 of the form during the one-year period follorn'ing
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1 the date the fbrm was completed by the non-

2 Department medical provider;

3 " (R) request from the daimant anv other infor-

4 rnation that thc upda,tcd version of the tbrrn ro-

5 quircs; a,nd

6 "(C) apply the la,ws and regula,tions required to

7 acljudicate the claim as if the claimant filecl the up-

8 dated version of the form.

g "(3) Thc Sccretary may u'aivo altY itttel'ag'tltttr.t' aP-

10 proval proccss requircd to approve a rnodification to a dis-

11 ahility benefit questiorurairc fbrm if such rcquirorncrrt onl;'

12 applies lw rea,son of the fbrnrs heing ma,de puhlic under'

13 paragraph (1).

14 "(4) Not less frequerrtly than orrce each year through

15 2026, the Inspector General of the Department shall sull-

16 rnit to Congress a rcport orr the tindirrgs of the Inspcctor

17 Gcnera,l l,ith rcspcct to thc use of thc fbrrls dcscribcd in

18 para,graph (1).".

19 (b) Rul,n oF CoNsTRr.rcrloN.-Nothing in section

20 5101 of title 38, Ilrrited States Code, as added b)' sub-

2I section (a), may be constmed to reqrrire the Secretary of

22 Vcterans Aflairs to dovclop Any lre.\ / infbrrnatiort tcch-

23 nologl' systcni or othcrwisc reqrrirc thc Secrcta,ry to rnakc

24 a,ny significant cha,nges to the internet rn'ebsite of the De-

25 partmerrt of Veterans Affairs.
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