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AnanwonrENT rN THE NATURE oF A Susstrturn

TO II.R. TLTL

OrrnnnD BY M1(. R.o.

Strike all after the ena,cting clause ancl insert the

following:

1 sncrroN r. sHoRT TITLE.

2 This Act may bg citecl as the "Narry SEAI-r Chief

3 Pctty Officcr Willia,rn 'Rill' Nlulder (fl,et.) Vctcra,ns Eco-

4 nomic Recovery Act of 2020".

5 sEc. z. covrD-rg vETERAN RApID RETRAINTNc Assrsr-

6 ANcE PRocRAM.

7 (a) IN Gnunn-ql,.-The Secretan, of Veterarrs Affairs

8 shall carry out a prog'ram unclcr u'hich the Sccretary shall

9 providc u1l to 12 morrths of retrainirrg a,ssistancc to art

10 eligible veteran fbr the pursuit of a, covered program of

11 education. Such retraining assistance shall be in addition

12 to any other entitlement to educational assistance or bene-

13 fits for which a veteran is, or has been, eligible.

14 (b) Eucmr,rJ VrrrnnANS.-

15 (1) IN GENERAI.-For purposos of this scctiott,

16 the term "eligible vetera,n" means a veteran who-

I7 (A) as of the date of the receipt by the De-

18 partment of Veterans Affairs of the application
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for assistance uncler this section, is at least 22

\rears of age but not more than 66 )re&rs of age;

(B) as of strch tlate, is unemploled b;, pea-

son of thc covcrcd public health onrcrgoncy, &s

ccrtificd b)' thc vctera,Il;

(C) a,s of such date, is not eligible to re-

ceive educational assistance under chapter 130,

31, 32, 33, or 35 of title 38, Ilnited States

Code, or cliapter 1606 of title 10, Ilnited States

Code;

(D) is riot crrrollcd in a,rr)' Fcdcra,l or Stattt

jol-rs progr"a,m;

(E) is not in receipt of compensation fbr a

seruice-connected disabilif' rated totall)' dis-

abling by reason of unemployability; and

(lr') u'ill not be in rcrrcipt of unetttllloytttcnt

compensation (as dcfined irt scction 85(b) of the

Interna,l Revemre Code of 1986), including any

cash benefit received pursuant to subtitle A of

title II of division A of the Cares Act (Public

Larn' 116-136), as of the first day on which the

l'eterarr vvould receive a housing stipend pay-

mcrrt urrdcr tliis scction.

(2) Tnnau{ENT oF \IETERANS wrro TnANSFER

ENTITL/EMENT.-For purposes of paragraph (1)(C),

(76585215)
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3

1 a veteran vrrho has transf'erred all of the veteran's

2 entitlement to educational assistance under section

3 3319 of title 38, Ilnited States Cocle, shall be con-

4 sidcred to be a vctcran lvho is not cligible to reocivc

5 cducational assistance under chapter 33 of such

6 title.

7 (3) Ilarlunn ro coMpl,ETE.-A veteran rvho

8 receives retrairring assistance under this section to

9 pursue a program of eduoatiorr and'u'ho fa,ils to com-

10 plctc the prograrn of education shall not bc cligiblo

11 to rccoivo a,dditional a,ssistancc undcr this scction.

12 (c) Cor,rynnD PRocRAMS oF EDTICATIoN.-

13 (1) IN cE\IERAL,.-Each eligible veteran rvho

14 receives retraining assistance under this section may

15 orrh, use such assistance tti pursue a program of

16 cducation (as such term is dcfincd in soction

l7 3452(b) of titlc 138, Iluitcd Statcs Ooclc) fbr tra,irr-

18 ing, on a, full-time or pa,rt-time ba,sis-

19 (A) that-
20 (i) is approved under chapter 36 of

2I such title;

22 (ii) doos not lcad to a bachclors or

23 gra,dua,ttt tltrgretl; arrtl
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(iii) is designecl to provide training fbr

a high-demand occupation, as determined

under parag'raph (2); or

(R) that is a high technologSr prograln of

cducation off'ered h)' a, qua,lified llrovidcr, urtdcr

the mea,ning of such terms in section 116 of the

I-Iarry W. Colmery Veterans Educational As-

sistance Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-48; 38

U.S.C. 3001 note).

(2) AccnnDITED pRoGRAr\'IS.-In thc case of an

accrcdited progra,m of educa,tion, the progra,rll of

education shall not be considered a, covered progra,m

of eclucation uncler this section if the program has

received a sho'vv cause order from the accreditor of

the program during the five-year period preceding

thc datc of the cnactrrtcrtt of this Act.

(3) DnrnnnrNATroN oF I-IIeH-DEI{AND occu-

PATIONS.-

(A) Ixrrral, nvrpLEMENTATroN.-In car-

ry.ing out this section, the Secretary shall use

the list of high-demand occupations compiled b;'

the Courrnissiorrcr of Labor Statistics until tho

fina,l list undcr suhpa,r'agra,ph (C) is eornplctc.

(B) Srrrny REeuIREn.-The Secretary of

Veterans Affairs shall enter into an agreement

(76585215)
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f)

\ /ith a f'ederally funded research and develop-

ment corporation or another appropriate non-

Department entifr fbr the oondlrct of a study to

dctcnrfnc u'hich occupations arc high-dunand

occupa,tions. Such study shall be completcd not

later tha,n 90 days a,fter the da,te of the ena,ct-

ment of this Act.

(C) Fnar, LISr.-The Secretary-

(i) may add or remoye occupatiorr

frorri the Iist in usc pursuant to subpara-

gra,ph (A) during the 90-da,y period fbl-

lowing the completion of the study required

by subparagraph (R);

(ii) shall issue a final list of high-de-

mantl occupations for use uncler this sec-

tion by not latcr tharr 90 days aflcr thc

datc of thc comllletion of thc study; and

(iii) sha,ll ma,ke such final list publicly

available on a 'n'ebsite of the Department.

(D) IIsn oF Lrsr.-The Secretary shall

use the list developed under this paragraph in

order to apply the requirclrncrrt that rotraining

assista,ncc under this scction is uscd fbr train-

ing for a hig'h-clemand occupation, but the Sec-

(76585215)
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retary may remove occupations from the list as

the Secretary determines appropriate.

(4) Fulr,,-rrltn DEFINED.-For purposes of

this subscction, the tcnn "full-tirnc" has the rneart-

ing givcn such tcrln undcr scction 3688 of titlc 138,

United States Code.

' 
TSSISTANCE.-(d) AiuouNr oF Asstsrnxcn.-

(1) RnrnzuxrNc ASSTsTANCE.-The Secretary

of Veterarrs Affairs shall provide to an eligible vet-

cran pursuing a covercd program of cducatiott uttdcr

thc rctraining assistancc progra,m undor this scction

a,n a,mount equa,l to the amount of educationa,l as-

sistance payable under section 3:11:l(c)(1)(A) of title

38, Ilnited States Oode, for each month the veteran

pursues the covered program <lf education. Such

arnount shall bc payablc dircctly to the oducational

institution oft'crirrg the coverod progra,rtt of cducatiorr

pursued b.y the vetera,n as fbllows:

(A) 50 percent of the total amount payable

shall be paid u,hen the eligible veteran begins

the program of edrtcatiott

(R) 25 pcrcent of thc total arnount payablc

shall bc pa,id whcri thc cligihlt: vcteran corlr-

pletes the progra,m of education

(76585215)
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(C) 25 percent of the total amount payable

shall be paid u'hen the eligible vetoran finds em-.

plo;'rnent in a field related to the program of

cducation.

(2) Far=,uRE To coMPr,,ETE.-

(A) Pno-narpD pAyMENrs.-In the ca,se

of a veteran'vvho pursues a covered program of

education under the retrainirrg assistance pro-

g'ram under this section, but who does not com-

plcte thc prograrn of cducation, the Sccrctary

shall pay to thc cduca,tiona,l institution off'ering

such progra,m of educa,tion a, pro-rated a,mount

basecl on the number of months the veteran

pursued the program of education in accordance

u'ith this subparagraphs (B) and (C).

(R) Pevrnpur orHER\\TSE DrIE trPoN

COI\{PLETION OF PROGRAM.-The Stlcrotary

shall pay to the educational institution a pro-

rated amount under paragraph (1)(R) rn'hen the

veteran provides notice to the educational insti-

tution that the veteran no longer intends to

pursuc thc progrant of cducation.

(0) PevuENT DUE upoN El\mLo\'1\{ENT.-

(i) Vnrnnens wHo FIND EMPLoY-

MENT.-In the case of a t'eteran referred

(76585215)
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to in subparagraph (A) who fincls employ-

ment in a field related to the program of

edrrcation during the 180-day period begin-

rring on thc datc orr vvhich thc vcteran

r,r'ithdra,ws fi'onr thc prograrn of education,

the Secretary sha,ll pay to the educationa,l

institution a pro-ratecl amount uncler para-

graph (1)(C) vvhen the veteran finds such

emplo;tmerrt.

(ii) VnrnnaNs wlro Do Nor Frr:D Er{-

PI-,OY1\{ENT.-In thc caso of a, votera,n ro-

f'erred to in subparagraph (A) who does

not fincl emplo;nnent irr a fielcl related to

the program of education chrring the 180-

day period beginning on the date on u4rich

thc vcteran withdrau's f'ronr thc program of

oflugn,ti611-

(I) the Secretary sha,ll not ma,ke

a payment to the educational institu-

tion under paragraph (1)(O); and

(II) the educational institution

Inay not scck payrncnt frorn tho rtct-

c'ra,n tbr any a,rnount tha,t would havc

been pa,ya,ble under para,gra,plt (1)(C)

(76585215)



G:\CMTEWA\16\R\EO\II71 I I ANS.XML

1

2

aJ

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

t2

13

14

15

T6

t7

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

g:WH LC\072720\072720.0 1 1 .xml
July 27, 2020 (8:42 a.m.)

lDiscussion Draftl

I
had the veteran fbund emplo)'rnent

during such 180-day period.

(3) HousING srIpEND.-For each month that

An eligible vctorarr pursucs a covered program of

cducation undor the rctrairring assista,nco progranl

under this section, the Secreta,ry sha,ll pay to the

veteran a monthly housing stipend in an amount

equa,l to-
(A) in the case of a covered program of

cducation leadirrg to a dcgroo, or a covcrod pro-

gra,rn of educatiorr not loa.ding to a dcgrcc, at

an institution of higher lea,rning (as that term

is defined in section 3452(t) of title 38, United

States Code) pursuecl olr more than a half-time

basis, the amount specified under subsectiorr

(c)(1)(R) of scction 3:113 ot titlc a8, llnitcd

Sta,tcs Code;

(R) in the ca,se of a covered program of

education other than a program of education

Ieadirrg to a degree at arr irrstitution other than

an institution of higher learning pursuetl on

more than a half-timc basis, the atttount spttci-

ficd urrdcr suhscetiorr (g)(3)(A)(ii) of such sec-

tion; or

(76s85215)
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1 (C) in the case of a coverecl prog'ram of

2 education pursued on less than a half-time

3 basis, or a covered program of education pur-

4 sued solcly throug'h distancc lcarning on rnore

5 tha,n a ha,lt'-tirno basis, thc a,mount spccified

6 under subsection (c)(1)(R)(iii) of such section.

7 (4) FerluRn ro FIND nMprroyMnx'r.-The

8 Secretary shall not make a payrnent trrrder para-

9 gra,ph (1)(C) u.ith respect to an eligible veteran u'ho

10 completes or tails to corriplctc a prograrn of cclu-

11 cation undcr tho retra,irrirrg a,ssistancc prograrrr

12 under this section if the veteran f'ails to find employ-

13 ment in a field related to the program of education

14 u'ithin the 180-period beginning on the date on

15 rn'hich the veteran withdrau,s from or completes the

16 prograln.

17 (e) No TnausnBnA,Bllrry.-Rctra,ining a,ssista,ncc

18 provided under this section may not be tra,nsferred to a,n-

19 other individual.

20 (f) Eupr,,o\'1\rENT AssrsrarucE.-

2I (1) IN GENERAT,.-The Secretary of Labor shall

22 contact caclt vcterart who pursucs a covcrcd program

23 of cducation undcr this section-

24 (A) not later than 30 days af'ter the date

25 on u'hich the veteran begins the program of

g:VHLC\072720\072720.01 1 .xml
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education to notify the veteran of the avail-

abilitv of emplo)rment placement seruices upon

completiorr of the progr:am; and

(R) not later than 14 days attcr thc date

on which tlre vctcran conrplctes, or tcrminatcs

pa,rticipa,tion in, such progra,m to fa,cilita,te the

provision of employrnent placement sen.ices to

such veteran.

(2) Pnor,rsrox oF rNFoRl\{ArroN.-The Sec-

rctary of Vctcrarrs Alfairs shall providc to thc Sec-

rctary of Labor such infbrmation a,s rriay hc noc-

essary to ca,rry out para,gra,ph (1).

(g) NoNpRoFrr OneexrzarloN.-

(1) IN epllnnal.-The Secretary of Veterans

Affairs shall seek to enter into a memorarlclum of

understandirrg rrrith one or nlorc qualificd nonprofit

orga,nizations for the llurposc of facilitating thc crn-

plo;..rnent of veterans who participa,te in the retrain-

ing assistance program under this section.

(2) Qual,rrrnn NoNpRoFrr oRGANIZATIoN.-

F or purposes of this subsection, a qualified non-

profit organization is nonprotit organization

thaf,-

(A) is an a,ssociation of businesses; a,nd

(7658521s)
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1 (B) has at least two years of experience

2 providing job placement services for veterans.

3 (h) Follow up Outnnacn.-The Secretary of Vet-

4 crans Affairs, in coorclination with thc Secretary of Labor

5 shall contact cach vctera,n lvho cornpletcs a, covcrcd pro-

6 gram of education under the retra,ining a,ssista,nce pro-

7 g'ram under this section 30, 60, 90, and 180 days after

8 the vetera,n completes such prog'ram of education to ask

g the veteran about the experience of the veteran in tlte re-

10 training assistancc program and the vetcrAn's otttplo;nnertt

1 1 status.

12 (i) LtuIrarloN.-Not more tha,n 35,000 eligible vet-

13 erans may receive retraining assistance under this section.

14 (j) TnnutNATroN.-No retraining assistance may be

15 paid under this section after the date that is 17 montlis

16 af'tcr the clatc of the enactmcnt of this Act.

17 (k) GAO Rnponr.-Not latcr tha,n 180 days a,ftcr

18 the termination of the retra,ining a,ssistance program

19 under subsection (k), the Comptroller ()eneral shall sub-

20 mit to the Committees on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate

2I and House of Representatives a report on the outcomes

22 and cff'cctivcrrcss of the prograln.

23 (l) DnnrxITIoNS.-In tlris section:

24 (1) The term "covered public health emer-

25 gency'; mealls the cleclaratiorr-

g:WH LC\072720\072720.01 1 .xml
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1 (A) of a public health emergency, based on

2 an outbreak of OOVID-l9 by the Secretary of

3 Health arrd Human Services under section 319

4 of tho Public llealth Scrvicc Act (42 ILS.C.

5 247t1); or

6 (R) of a, domestic emergency, ba,sed on an

7 outbreak of COVID-l9 by the President, the

8 Secretary of Flomeland Security, or State, or

9 local authority.

10 (2) The tcrnr "vcterAn" rncans-

11 (A) a pcrsoll vt'ho scrvcd iri thc a,ctivc mili-

12 ta,ty, nava,l, or air service, and who was dis-

13 charged or releasecl therefrom under conditions

14 other than dishonorable; or

15 (R) a member of a reserve component of

16 thc Arrrred l'orccs u'ho pcrfbnrrs activc scrvice

17 tbr a pcriod of 30 days or lortgcr by rcason of

18 tlte covered public hea,lth emergeney.

19 (:l) The term "active service" lias the meaning

20 given such term irr section 101 of title 10, Ilnited

21 States Code.

22 (m) FuxuING.-

23 (1) IN cENERAl/.-For ea,clt fisca,l Iea,r fbr

24 which the Secretary provicles retraining assistance

25 under this section, such sums as may be necessary

g:VHLC\072720\072720.01 1 .xml
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t4

1 shall be made available for such assistance from

2 firnds appropriated to, or otherwise made available

3 to, the Department for the payrnent of readjustment

4 beucfits.

5 (2) AlurxrsrRATr\rn cosrs.-Froni a,rnourrts

6 ma,de ava,ilable fbr the Depa,rtment of Vetera,ns Af'-

7 fairs pursuant to the CARES Act (Public Law 116-

8 136) there is authorized to be appropriated to the

9 Secretary $10,000,000 for admirristrative costs asso-

10 ciatcd u'ith carrStrg out this scction.

11 (n) INIrrauoN oF PernnnNrs.-Thc Sccretary may

12 begin providing retra,ining assistance under this section on

13 the clate that is 180 clays after the clate of the enactment

74 of this Act.

15 snc. g. AccEss FoR THE SECRETARTES oF r,ABoR AND

16 VETER.ANS AFFAIRS TO THE FEDER.AL DIREC.

I7 ToRY oF NEw HrREs.

18 Section 4113A(h) of the Social Security Act (42

19 II.S.C. 653a(h)) is amended by adding at the end the fol-

Z0 lou,irrg n911, paragraph:

2I "(4) VnIERAN EMPIoYNIENT.-The Secretaries

22 of Labor and of \rotcrans Affhirs shall havc access

23 to infbrmation rcportcd try omple;rers pursuant to

24 subsection (b) of this section for purposes of track-

25 ing emplo;rment of veterans.".

g:VH LC\072720\072720.01 1 .xml
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1 snc.4. D(PANSIoN oF ELIGIBLE CLAss oF PRoVIDERs OF

2 HrcH TEcHNoLocY PRocRAMS oF EDU-

3 cATroN FoR vETER.aNS.

4 Scction 116 of the IIarry W. Oohner), Vetorans Eilu-

5 cational Assista,ncc Act of 2017 (Public Larv 115-48; 38

6 II.S.C. 3001 note) is amended-

7 (1) in subsection (b), by aclcling at the end the

8 follou'irrg: "The Secretary shall treat an indMdual as

9 an eligible veteran if the Secretary determines that

10 the individual shall become an eligible veterau fe,wer

11 tha,n 180 days aftcr thc datc of such dctcrrnination.

12 If a,n individua,l trea,ted a,s a,n eligihle vetera,n hy rea,-

13 son of the preceding sentence does anr,'thing to make

14 the veteran ineligible during the 180-day period re-

15 ferred to in such sentence, the Secretary may re-

16 quire the veteran to repay any benefits received by

l7 sucli vctcra,n by roa,sorl of such scntencc."l

18 (2) in suhsection (c)-
19 (A) in paragraph (:l)(A), by striking "ltas

20 been operational for at least 2 years" arrd in-

2I serting "emplo;'s instructors whom the See

22 retary determirres are experts irr their respective

23 ficlds in a,ccordarrcc vvith pa,r'a,grapli (6)"; and

24 (B) by a,dding at the end the following ne;w

25 paragraph:

g:VH LC\072720\072720.01 1,xml
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I " (6) ErenRrs.-The Secretary shall determine

2 u'hether instnrctors are experts under paragraph

3 (3)(A) based on evidence firrnished to the Secretary

4 by the provitlor rcgarding thc ability of thc instruc-

5 f,61s f6-

6 "(A) identifjr professions in need of new

7 employees to hire, tailor the programs to meet

8 market needs, and iderrtifrr the employers likely

9 t<l hire graduates;

10 "(R) cftbctively toach tho skills off'cred to

11 eligibltr vctct'a,ns;

12 "(C) pror,'ide releva,nt industry experience

13 in the fields of programs offered to incoming el-

. 14 igible veterans; and

15 "(f)) demonstrate relevant inchrstry experi-

16 crtcc in such ficlcls of programs."l

17 (:l) in subscctiorl (d), in thc nrattcr prcccding

18 pa,ragra,ph (1)-

D (A) bV inserting "(not including an indi-

20 r'idual described in the second seritence of sub-

2l section (b))" after "eaoh eligible t'eteran"; and

22 (B) by inserting "or part-time" after "flrll-

23 timc";

24 (4) in subsection (g), hy striking

25 "$15,000,000" and inserting "$45,000,000"; and
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1 (5) bV adding at the end the follorving neu' sub-

2 section (i):

3 "(i) PnourBrrroN oN CERTATN AL'oouNTrNc oF As-

4 SISTANCIT.-Thc Sccrctary mav rrot considcr cnrollnrerrt irr

5 a, high technology progra,rn of education undor this scction

6 to be a,ssistance under a, provision of lar,v ref'erred to in

7 section 3695 of title l3B, Unitecl States Cocle.".

8 sEc. b. plr,or pRocRAM FoR oFF-BASE TR^aNsrrroN

9 TRATNTNG FoR vETERANS AND spousEs.

l0 (a) ExrnNsrox oF PIl,ot Pnocnervt.-subscction

11 (a) of section 301 of tlie Dignificd Ruria,l a,nd Other Vct-

12 era,ns' Benefits Improvement Act of 2012 (Public Law

13 112-260;10 U.S.C. ll44 note) is amended-

14 (1) by striking "During the tu'o-year period be-

15 ginning orr the date of the enactment of this Act"

16 and inserting "Durirrg the 5-ycar pcriod boginning

17 on thc date of tlic orra,ctmcnt of thc Vctcra,ns Eco-

18 nomic Recovery Act of 2020"; a,nd,

D (2) by striking "to assess the feasibilitv ancl ad-

20 r,'isability of provitling such prog'ram to eligible indi-

2I viduals at locations other tharr military installa-

22 tions".

23 (h) I:oCArloNs.-Suhsection (c) of such section is

24 amended-
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(1) in paragraph (1), by striking "not less than

three and rrot more than five States" and inserting

"not fe;\,er than 50 locations in States (as definerl

in scction 101 of titlc 38, Ilnitcd Statcs Code)";

(2) in para,gra,ph (2), hy striking "at lca,st tu'o"

a,nd inserting "at lea,st 20"; a,nd

(3) by adding at the end the following new

paragraphs:

"(5) PnnrnnnNCES.-In selecting States for

participation in thc pilot prograrn, the Sccrctary

sha,ll providc a, prcf'ercrlcc fbr a,rry. State with-

"(A) a high ra,te of usage of unemployment

benefits for recently separatecl members of the

Armed Forces; or

"(B) a labor force or economy that has

bcen sigrrificantly impacted by thc covcred pub-

lic hca,ltli crncrgcncy.

"(6) Cor,mnnn rTIRLIC HEALTII EMERGENCY.-

In this subsection, the term 'covered public health

emergency' means the d.eclaration-

"(A) of a public health emergency, based

on ArI outbrcak of COVID-19 by thc Sccrctary

of Hca,ltli a,nd Hurnan Scrviccs undcr scction

319 of the Public Health Service Act (42

U.S.C. 247d); or

(76585215)
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L " (R) of a domestic emergency, based on an

2 outbreak of OOVID-19 by the President, the

3 Secretary of Homeland Security, or State, or

4 local authority.".

5 (c) ANxuar,, Rnponr.-subscction (c) of such scctiorr

6 is a,mended by adding a,t the end the following new sen-

7 tence: "Each such report shall include information about

8 the emplo;yrrent outcomes of the eligible individuals who

9 received such training during ttre year oovered ll;' tlie re-

10 port.".

11 (d) Coxn'onnnlNc Rnpnar.,.-Suhscction (f) of such

12 section is repea,led.

13 snc. 6. cRANTS FoR pRovrsroN oF Tn"aNsrrroN Assrsr-

14 ANcE To MEMBERS oF THE ARMED FoRcES

15 AFTER sEpARATroN, RETTREMENT, oR Drs-

16 crrARGE.

17 (a,) IN Gpunnal,.-Thc Sccrcta,ry of Votcra,ns Affa,irs

18 shall ma,ke gpants to eligible organizations fbr the provi-

19 sion of transition assistance to members of the Armed

20 Forces vvho are separated, retired, or discharged from the

2l Armed Forces, and spouses of such members.

22 (b) IIsn oF FuNDs.-Thc rccipicnt of a grant urtdcr

23 this section sha,ll use the grant to provide to members of

24 the Armecl F orces and spouses described in subsection (a)

25 resume assistance, intervieu' training, job recruitment
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1 training, and related services leading directl.y to successful

2 trarrsition, as determirred by the Secretary.

3 (c) Er,rcrBl/E ORGANIZATIoNS.-To be eligible for a

4 grant under this scction, arr organization sha,ll submit to

5 thc Secrctary a,n application conta,ining such infbnrration

6 and assura,nces a,s the Secretary, in consultation rvith the

7 Secretary of Labor, may require.

8 (d) PnronITY.-In makirig grants under this section,

9 the Secretary shall give priority to an organization that-
10 (1) provitles rnultiple forrns of serviccs dcscribcd

11 irr suhsection (h); or

12 (2) is located in a, State with-
13 (A) a high rate of veteran unemplo;rment;

L4 (B) a high rate of usage of unemplo;rment

15 berrefits for reoently separatetl members of the

16 Anned F orctls; or

I7 (C) a lahor f'orce or ccononry tha,t lia,s bccrt

18 significantlv impa,cted by the covered public

19 health emergency (as such term is defined in

20 section 2(l)(1)).

2l (e) AvrouNT oF Gnaxt.-A grant under this sectir-rn

22 shall bc in an amount that does not exceed 50 perccnt

23 of thc amount rcquircd b). thc orga,nization to providc the

24 services described in subsection (b).
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2l
1 (f) Dnautxn.-The Secretary shall carry out this

2 section not later than six months after the effeetfi,e date

3 of this Act.

4 (g) TunmINATroN.-Thc authority to pror,'idc a grant

5 undcr this section sha,ll tcrminate on thc da,tc tha,t is fivc

6 years af'ter the date on which the Secretary implements

7 the grant program under this section.

8 (h) Arnr-ronrzATror{ oF AppnopnrATroNS.-From

9 amounts made available for the Department of Veterans

10 Alfairs pursuarit to the CARES Act (Prrblic Law 1lti-

11 1136) thcrc is a,uthorizcd to bo a,ppropria,ted to the Scc-

12 reta,ry $10,000,000 to ca,ryy out this section.

13 snc. z. oNE-yEAR TNDEpENDENT ASSESSMENT oF THE EF-

14 FEcrrvENEss oF TRANSTTIoN ASsrsrANcE

15 PRocRAM

16 (a) IxuneENDENr AssnssunNr.-Not latcr tharr 90

17 days a,tter thc datc of the cnactment of this Act, tlxr Soc-

18 reta,ry of Veterans Affairs, in consultation with the cov-

Lg erecl officials, shall enter into an agreement u,ith arr appro-

20 priate entity with experierrce in adult education to carry

2l out a one-year independent assessment of tlie Transition

22 Assistancc Program undcr scctions II42 and 1144 of titlc

23 10, Ilnitcd Statcs Codc (in this scction rcf'crred to as

24 "TAP"), including-
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(1) the efTectiveness of TAP fbr members of

each military depa,rtment during the entire militarrr

life qycle;

(2) the appropriatenoss of thc TAP carecr: read-

incss sta,ndards;

(3) a re\riew of information tha,t is provided to

the Department of Veterans Affairs under TAP, in-

cludirrg merrtal health data;

(4) u'hether TAP effectively addresses the chal-

lcrtgcs vetorarts face clntoring thc civiliau r,,t,orkfbrcc

a,nd in tra,rrslating cxpcriencc and skills fi'oni mili-

tary sen'ice to the joh market;

(5) whether TAP eff'ectively addresses the chal-

lerrges faced by the families of veterans makirrg the

transition to civiliarr life;

(ti) appropriatc rnctrics rogardirrg 'I''Al' out-

cornes fbr rnornhcrs of thc Armcd F orces orlc ycar

a,fter sepa,ration, retirement, or discha,rge from the

Armed Forces;

(7) u'hat the Secretary, in consultation with the

cor,'ered officials and veterans service organizations

determine to be successfrrl outcomes for TAP;

(8) whother rncmbors of thc Anncd Forccs

a,chie.ve successful outcomes for TAP, as determined

under paragraph (7);

(76585215)
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1 (9) hol the Secretary and the covered officials

2 provide feedback to each other regarding such out-

3 comes;

4 (10) rccornmcrrdations fbr thc Secrctarics of the

5 military dc1la,rtmc11f,s llrgarding how to irrrprove out-

6 comes for members of the Armed Forces after sepa,-

7 ration, retirement, and discharge; and

8 (11) other topics the Secretary and the covered

9 officials determine u'ould aid members of the Armed

10 !'orccs as they transitiorr to civiliarr lif'e.

11 (b) Rneont.-Not ia,ter tha,n 90 days a,ftcr thc com-

12 pletion of the independent assessment under subsection

13 (a), the Secretary and the covered officials, shall submit

14 to the Committees on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and

15 House of Representatives and tlie Committees on Armed

16 Scrvices of thc Scnatc arid Housc of Reprcsentatives-

17 (1) thc findings a,nd rccornnrcndations (includ-

18 ing recommended legislation) of the independent a,s-

L9 sessment prepared by the entity described in sub-

20 section (a); and

2l (2) resportses of the Secretary awJ the covered

22 otficials to thc findings and rccomrncnclations dc-

23 scribotl il pa,ragra,ph (1).

24 (c) DnnrNrrIoNS.-In this section:

25 (1) The term "covered officials" means-
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1 (A) the Secretary of Defense;

2 (B) the Seretary of Labor;

3 (C) the Admirristrator of the Small Busi-

4 rlcss Adlniriistration; and

5 (D) thc Sccrctarios of thc rnilitary dcpa,rt-

6 ments.

7 (2) The term "military department" has the

8 meaning given that term in section 101 of title 10,

9 llnited States Code.

10 sEc. 8. LoNGrruDrNAL sruDy oN cTTANGES To rAp.

11 (a) Srunv.-Not later tha,n 90 days aftcr thc datc

12 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vetera,ns

13 Affairs, in consultation u'ith the Secretaries of Defense

14 and Labor and the Admiriistrator of the Small Business

15 Administration, shall contluct a five-year lorrgitudinal

16 study regardirrg the Transition Assistancc Program under

17 scctions lI42 a,ntl ll44 of titlc 10, Unitcd Statcs Codc

18 (in this section referred to as "TAP"), on tltree sepa,ra,te

D cohorts of members of the Armed Forces 'nho have sepa-

20 rated from the Armed Forces, inchrding'-

2I (1) a cohort that has attended TAP counseling

22 as inrplcrncrrtcd on tho clatc of the cnactmcrrt of this

23 Act;

24 (2) a,cohort that attencls TAP counseling after

25 the Secretaries of Defense and Labor implement
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1 changes recommended in the report under section

2 7(b); and

3 (3) a, cohort that has not attended TAP coun-

4 sclirrg.

5 (b) Pnocnnss REpoR:rs.-Not la,tcr tha,rr 90 days

6 a,fter the da,te tha,t is one yea,r a,fter the date of the initi-

7 ation of the study uncler subsection (a) antl annually

8 thereafter for the three subsequent years, the Secretaries

9 of Veterarrs Affairs, Defense, and Labor, and the Adminis-

10 trator of the Small Rusincss Administration, shall subrnit

11 to thc Comrnittccs on Vctcra,ns' Affa,irs of thc Sena,tc and

12 House of Representa,tives and the Committees on Armed

13 Serviqes of the Senate and llouse of Representatives a

14 progress report of activities under the study during the

15 immediately preceding year.

16 (c) FINer, Rnpont.-Not later tharr 180 days after

17 tlic cornplction of thc study under subscction (a,), thc Scc-

18 retaries of Vetera,ns Affa,irs, Def'ense, and Labor, a,nd the

lg Administrator of the Small Business Aclministration, shall

20 submit to the Committees on Yeterans' Affairs of the Sen-

2l ate and llouse of Representatives and the Committees on

22 Armed Services of the Sonatc arrd llousc of Reprc'sonta-

23 tivos a rcport of final findings a,nd rccomrrrendations bascd

24 on the study.
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(d) ElnuENTS.-The final report under subsection

(c) shall include informatiorr regarding the follorn'ing:

(1) The percentage of each cohort that received

uncrriployrncrrt bcnefits during thc study.

(2) The rmrnbcrs of rnorrths rrrcmbcrs of ea,clr

cohort were employed during tlie study.

(3) Annual starting a,nd ending salaries of

members of each cohort who rvere employrsd during

the study.

(4) Hor,v many rrrcmbcrs of cach cohort enrollcd

in a,n institution of highcr loa,rning, a,s that tcrm is

definecl in section 34fi2ff) of title 38, Ilnited Sta,tes

Code.

(5) The academic credit hours, degrees, and

certificates obtained b), members of each cohort dur-

ing thc study.

(6) Thc arurua,l incornc of mcnibcrs of cach co-

hort.

(7) The total household income of members of

each cohort.

(8) Hou' many members of each cohort o\,\n

their prirrcipal residences.

(9) Ilovs nrany depclndcnts tha,t rncrnhcrs of

each cohort have.
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1 (10) The percentage of each cohort that

2 achieves a successful outcome for TAP, as deter-

3 mined under section 7(a)(7).

4 (11) Other criteria thc Sccrctarics and the Ad-

5 ministrator of thc Srrrall Busincss Adrninistration

6 determine appropria,te.

X
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