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AunwovrnNT rN THE NATURE oF A Suesrrrurn

TO II.R. 2791

OrrnnnD BY Mg

Strike a,ll a,fter the ena,cting clause ancl insert the

following:

1 sncrroN r. sHoRT TrrLE.

2 This Act may be cited as the "Department of Vet-

3 cra,ns Affairs Tribal Advisory Oormnittcc Act of 2020".

4 sEc. 2. DEpARTMENT oF vETERANS AFFATRS ADVrsoRy

5 COMMITTEE ON TRIBAL AND INDIAN AF.

6 FATRS.

7 (a) Ix GnNnnar,,.-Subchapter III of chapter 5 of

8 titlc 138, Unitcd Statcs Codc, is antcndcd b;r addilrg at thc

9 cnd thc fbllou,ing nc'n' scction:

10 "$547. Advisory Committee on Tribal and Indian Af-

11 fairs

12 "(a) Esr:ABlISr-INIExr.-(1) The Secretary shall es-

13 tablish an adr,-isory committee to provide advice and grrid-

14 ancc to the Sccretarl' st rriattors relating to Indiarr tribcs,

15 tribal orga,nizations, a,ttd Nativc Anericatt vctcra,ns.

16 "(2) The advisory committee establislted under para,-

l7 graph (1) shall be known as the 'Advisory Committee on

3*t*"$
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1 Tribal and Indian AfTairs' (in this section ref'erred to as

2 the'Committee').

3 "(3) The Committee shall facilitate, but rrot supplant,

4 govcrnrnont-to-govrlrnmcnt consultatiort bc'tr,r,ecn thc Do-

5 pa,rtrnent arrd Irrdia,n tribcs or trilqa,l.org'a,niza,tions.

6 "(4) The Secreta,ry sha,ll consult with Indian tribes

7 or tribal organizations in developing a, charter for the

8 Committee.

9 "(b) MnmnnnsHlp.-(1) TIrc Committee shall be

10 courpriscd of 15 voting rnornbers sclcctcd by thc Secretary

11 f?'om among incliviclua,ls nonrirra,tcd as spccified unclcr this

12 subsection.

13 "(2) In selecting members under paragraph (1), the

14 Secretary sha,ll errsure that-
15 "(A) at least one member' of eacli of the 12

16 scrviccr arcas of the Irrdian llcalth Scrvicc is rep-

17 r'cscrrtod in thc nrernbcrshilr ofl tlro Comrnittce rrorni-

18 natecl by Inclian tribes or triba,l orga,niza,tions;

19 "(B) at least one member of the Committee

20 represents the Native I{au'aiian veterari community

2l nominatetl by a Native llar,vaiiatr Orgarrization;

22 "(O) at, lcast ono rttcmbcr of thc Comrnitttle

23 r'eprcscnts urba,rt Indiarr orga,niza,tions rtorrtina,tcd b;'

24 a, national urban Indian orga,nization; a,nd
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1 "(D). not f'eurer than half of the members are

2 veterarrs, unless the Secretary determines that arr in-

3 sufficit-.nt mrmber of qualified veterans were nomi-

4 rrated urrdcr paragraph (1).

5 "(3) No rncmhcr of thc Cornmittco rnay bo a,n cm-

6 ployee of tlie tr'edera,l Government.

7 "(c) Tnnus; Vacexcrns.-(1) A member of the

8 Oommittee shall be appoirrted for a term of two years.

9 "(2) The Secretan, shall fill a va(1ancy irr the Com-

10 rnittcc in the sa,nlc lnannor as the original appointrncnt

11 within 180 da,;'s.

12 "(d) MnnrrNGS.-(1) The Committee shall meet in-

13 person with the Secretary, or the Secretary's designee, not

14 less frequerrtly tharr twice each year and hold monthly con-

15 ference calls as necessary.

16 "(2)(A) Rcprescntatives of rclevarrt Fcdcral agcncios

17 rriay attcnd mcetings of tho Oornrnittco a,nd provido inf'or-

18 mation to the Committee.

19 "(R) One representative of the Office of Tribal

20 Government Relations of the Department shall at-

2I tend at each meeting of the Committee.

22 "(C) Reprcsentativcs attending nreetings under

23 this. paragra,ph shall not be considcrcd votirlg mcni-

24 bers of the Committee.
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I "(e) SuecoMMIrrEES.-(1) The Committee may es-

2 tablish subcommittees.

3 "(2) The Secretary may, in consultation with the

4 Cornnrittcc, appoint a rncrnbcr to a, subcomrnittce ostab-

5 lishcd undcr pa,ra,gra,ph (1) who is rrot a, rncrnhcr of thc

6 Committee.

7 "(3) Such subcommittees may enhance the function

8 of the Committee, but m&;r n6l supersede the a,uthorit)'

9 <lf the Committce or provide clirer:t aclvit:e ot'u'ork prothrcts

10 to thc l)cpartnierit.

11 "(f) DutIES.-The duties of thc Oornmittce a,rc as

12 follows:

13 "(1) To aclvise the Secretary on \ rays the De-

14 partment carr improve the programs and services of

15 the Departmerrt to better sen/e Native American vet-

16 crAns.

17 "(2) To idcrrti\r for the Dcpa,rtrncnt evolving

18 issues of releva,nce to India,n tribes, triba,l organiza,-

19 tions, and Native American veterans relating to pro-

20 grams and services of the Department.

2I "(3) To propose clarifications, recommenda-

22 tiorrs, arxl solutions to addrcss issrt's raised at trib-

23 B,l, rcgiona,l, and rrational levels, cspccially rega,rding

24 the Annua,l Triba,l Consultation Report.
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"(4) To provide a forum fbr Indian tribes, trib-

al orgarrizations, urban Indian orgatizations, Native

Hawaiian orgari'tations, and the Department to dis-

cuss issucs arrd proposals fbr changcs to l)cpartnrent

regula,tions, policics, a,nd proccdurcs.

"(5) To identi$'priorities a,nd provide a,dvice on

appropriate strategies fbr tribal consultation and

urban Indian organizatiorrs conferring on issues at

the tribal, regional, or natiorral levels.

"(6) To onsure that pcrtincnt issues are

hrouglrt to thc attcntion of India,n tribos, tribal or-

ga,nizations, urban India,n orga,nizat,ions, and Native

Hawaiian organizations in a timely manner, so that

feedback can be obtained.

"(7) To enoourage the Secretary to work u'ith

othcr Ilecleral agcrrcics and Congross so that Nativo

American vetera,rrs arc not donicd thc f'ull hcncfit of

their status a,s hoth Native America,ns and rretera,ns.

"(8) To highlight contributions of Native Amer-

ican veterans in the Armed Forces.

"(9) To update the consultation policy of the

Department on tribal matters.

"(10) To supllort a proccss to dc.vclop an urbart

India,n orga,nization confbr poliey to ensure the Sec-

(7747g',il1)
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1 retary conf'ers, to the maximum extent practicable,

2 u'ith urban Indian organizations.

3 "(11) To contluct other thrties as recommentled

4 by thc Cornmittce.

5 "(g) RneoRTS.-(l) Not lcss fi'cqucntly tha,n oncc

6 each yea,r, the Committee sha,ll submit to the Secretary

7 and the appropriate committees of Congress such rec-

8 ommendatiorrs as the Committee may have fbr legislative

9 or administrative action for the upcoming year.

10 "(2) Not latcr than 90 days af'tcr the datc on which

11 thc Sccrcta,ry rcceivcs a rceonrmcnda,tion unclcr pa,r'a,gra,ph

12 (1), the Secreta,ry shall submit to the appropriate commit-

13 tees of Congress a rvritten response to the recommenda-

14 tion.

15 "(3) Not less frequently than once evenr tr,r'o years,

16 the Comrnittec shall subrnit to the Sccretary and thc ap-

17 prollria,te cornmittccs of Congrcss a rcllort dcscribing thc

18 a,ctivities of the Cornmittee during the previous two years.

19 "(4) The Secretary shall make publiclv ava,ilable on

20 an Internet website of the Department-

2l "(A) each recommeritlation ttre Secretary re-

22 ccives under paragraph (1);

23 "(R) ca,ch rcsponsc thc Sccrtrta,ry subrnits undcr'

24 pa,ragra,ph (2); a,nd
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L " (C) each report the Secretary receives under

2 paragraph (3).

3 "(h) Colturrrnp Pnnsoxxpr,, Manrpns.-Each

4 rrrrrrnbcr of tlre Corrrnrittctr shall bc cotttpcrrsated at a ratc

5 cqua,l to thc da,ily eqrriva,lcnt of the anmra,l ra,te of ba,sic

6 pay prescribed fbr level fV of the Executive Schedule

7 under section 5:115 of title 5 for each day (including travel

8 time) during u'hich such member is engaged irr the per-

9 formance of duties of the Oommittee.

10 "(i) FnonnAr, AD\IISoRv Cotrurttnn Acr Er<pltp-

11 TloN.-Section 14 of thc F cdcral Advisory Oornnrittce Act

12 (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not a,pply to the Committee.

13 "fi) DnnrNrrroNs.-In this section:

14 "(1) The term 'appropriate committees of Corr-

15 gress' means-

16 "(A) the Cornrnittce on Vcterans' Affairs

l7 arrd thc Oornrnittcc on India,n Affa,irs of thc

18 Senate; a,nd

19 "(R) the Committee on Veterans' Affairs

20 of the llouse of Representatives.

2l "(2) The term 'Indian tribe' has tlie meaning

22 givcrr such tcrttr in scction 4 of thc Irrdiarr Self-Dc-

23 terttrinatiort and Education Assistancc Act (25

24 U.S.C. 5304).
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"(3) The term 'Native Ilawaiian organization'

means fln;r 61"**trization that-
"(A) sen'es the interests of Native I-Iau'ai-

ians;

"(R) has Nativc I{a,waiia,ns in suhsta,ntivc

and policyrna,king positions within the organiza-

tion;

"(0) has demonstrated experienee \ rorking

u'ith Native Ifa,r,vaiian veterans; and

"(D) shall inchrdc tho Officc of Ilau,aiian

Affairs.

"(4) The tenn 'Native American vetera,n' ltas

the meaning given such term in section 3765 of this

titlc.

"(5) The tcrm 'Office of I-Iawaiian Affairsl

rnoarrs the Otficc of llan,aiiarr Affairs cstablislied by

thc corrstitution of thc Statc of I-Ia,r'r'aii.".

"(6) The term 'tribal orga,nization' ha,s the

meaning given such term in section 3765 of this

title.

"(7) The term 'urban Indian organization' has

the meanirig given sucli term in sectiori 4 of the Lr-

dian Hoalth Carc Improvcrncnt Act (25 II.S.0.

1603).".
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1 (b) Dnlolrxn FoR Esranl,rsrflrENT.-The Sec-

2 retary of Veterarrs Affairs shall establish the advisory com-

3 mittee required bv st'ct'on 547 of title 38, Ilnited States

4 Codc, as addod by subsection (a), not later than 180 days

5 a,f'tcr thc da,tc of thc cnactnicnt off this Act.

6 (c) Dnanl,rxn FoR INrrrAr.i ApporNTt[ENTS.-Not

7 later than 90 days after the date on u4rich the Secretary

8 establishes the advisory committee required by such sec-

9 tion, the Secretarv of Vt+terans Affairs shall appoint mem-

10 bcrs undcr subscction (b)(1) of such section.

11 (d) IxruAl, MEErrxG.-Not lator than 90 da,;rs s,11.t

12 the date on rvhich the Secretary establishes the advisor-y

13 committee required by such section, such advisory com-

14 mittee shall hold its first meetirrg.

15 (e) Cr,nnrcAl,, Ar\{ENDr{ENT.-The table of seotions

16 at thc bogirrning' of chaptcr 5 of such titlc is arneudcd b;'

17 inscrting a,f'tcr thc itcnr rcla,ting to scction 546 thc fbl-

18 lowing nerv item:

"547. Arh'isory Conuuittee orr Tribal arxl hxlian Affails.",

X
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