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(Original Signature of Member)
1151 CONGRESS
1ST SESSION H. R. L'l 9‘ H 3

To establish a commission for the purpose of making recommendations re-
garding the modernization or realignment of facilities of the Veterans
Health Administration, to improve construction and management leases
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, to amend and appropriate hllld‘s
for the Veterans Choice Program, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. ROE of Tennessee introduced the following bill; whieh was referred to the
Committee on

A BILL

To establish a commission for the purpose of making rec-
ommendations regarding the modernization or realign-
ment of facilities of the Veterans Health Administration,
to mmprove construction and management leases of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, to amend and appro-
priate funds for the Veterans Choice Program, and for

other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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TITLE I—ASSET AND

INFRASTRUCTURE REVIEW

SEC. 101, SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “VA Asset and Infra-
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struetire Review Act of 20177
SEC. 102. THE COMMISSION.
{a)

péndent commission to be krown as the “Asset and Infra-

- ESTARLISHAMENT.—There is establishad an mde-
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1 structure Review Commission” (in this title referred to as
2 the “Commission’™).

3 (b)Y DUTIES.—The Commission shall carry out the
4 {uties specified for it in this title.

5 (¢) APPOINTMENT . —

6 (1) IN GENERAL.—

7 (A)  APPOINTMENT.—The Clommission

8 shall be _eomposed of 9 members appointed by
9 the President, by and with the adviee and eon-
10 sent of the Senate.

11 (B) TRANSMISSION OF NOMINATIONS.
12 The President shall transmit to the Senate the
13 nominations for appointment to the Commission
14 not later than May 31, 2021.

15 (2) CONSULTATION IN SELECTION PROCESS.—
16 In. selecting individuals for nominations for appoint-
17 ments to the Commniission, the President shall eon-
18 wult with-—

19 (A} the Speaker of the Houge of Rep-
20 resentatives;
21 (B) the majority-leader of the Senate;
22 - () the minority leader of the House of
23 Representatives:

24 {D) the mingrity leader of the Senate; and

g:AVHLCAM 103171110317, 148.xml (678691112}
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1 (E) congressionally chartered, mambership
2 based veterails service organizations conéerning
3 the appointment of three members.
4 (3) DESIGNATION OF CHAIR.—AL the time the
5 President nominates individuals for a.}')_point_i_meu't to
6 the Commission under paragraph (1)(B), the Presi-
7 dent shall designate one such individual who. shall
8 serve as Chair of the Commission and one such indi-
9 vidual who shall serve as Vide Chair of the Comniis-
10 slon.
11 (4) MEMBER REPRESENTATION—In mnomi-
12 nating individuals under this subsection, the Presi-
13 dent.shall ensure that—
14 (A) veterans, reflecting ecurrent demo-
15 graphies of veterdns enrolled in the system of
16 annual patient enrollment under section 1705
17 of title 38, United States (f.‘b(l'e_, are adequately
18 reptresented in the mémbership of the Commiis-
19 slon;’
20 (B) at least one member of tlie Commuis-
21 sion has experience -1}'_01'ki11g_ for a private inte-
22 grated health care system that has annual gross
23 revenues of more than $50,000,000;
24 (C) at least one member has experience as
25 a senior manager for an entity specified in
GAVHLCM 1031749 10317,14B.xml (678691112}
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1 clause (i), (i), or (i¥) of section 101(a)(1)(B}
2 of the Veterans Access, Choice, and Aecount-
3 ability Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-146; 38
4 U.s.C. 1701 note);
5 (D) at least oné member—
6 (1) has experience with capital asset
¥ management for the Federal Government;
8 and
9 (1) is familiar with trades related. to
10 building and real property, including con-
11 struction, engineering, architecture, leas-
12 mg, and strategic partnerghips; and
13 (E) at least three members represent con-
14 gressionally chartered, membership-based, vet-
15 erans service organizations,
16 (d) MEETINGS.
17 (1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall meet
1& only during calencdar years 2022 arid 2023.
19 {2} PUBLIC NATURE OF MEETINGS AND PRO-
20 CEEDINGS,
21 (A) PUBLIC MEETINGS.—Bach meeting of
22 the Commission shall be open to the public.
23 (B) OPEX PARTICIPATION —AIl the pro-
24 ceedings, information, and deliberations of the
gAVHLEVI1031 74110317, 148.xm (678891112)-
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1 (Clommission shall be available for review by the
2 publie.
3 (¢) VACANCIES.—A vacaney I the Commission shall
4 be filled in the same nianner as the original appointment,
5 but the individual appointed to fill the vacaney shall serve
6 only for the unexpired portion of the term for which the
7 individual’s predecessor was appointed.
8 (f) Pay.—
9 (1) IX GENERAL.—Members of the Commission
10 shall serve without pay.
I1 (2) OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES OF TIHE UNITED
12 STATES.—Each member of the Commussion who ig
13 an officer or employee of the United States shall
14 serve without compensdtion in addition to- that re-
15 ceived for service as an officer or employee of the
16 TUnited States.
17 (3) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Members shall receive
18 travel expenses, ncluding per diem in licw of subsist-
19 ence, in aceordance with sections 5702 and 5703 of
20 title 5; United States Code.
21 (g) DIRECTOR OF STAFF.—
22 (1) APPOINTMENT.—The Commission shall ap-
23 point 4 Director who—
24 (A) has not served. as ain employee of the
25 Department of Veterans Affairs during the oue-
g WHLC\3103174110817.148.xm| (678691/12)
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1 year period preceding the date of such appoint-
2 mient; and
3 (B} is not otherwise barred or prohibited
4 from serving as Director under Federal ethies
5 laws and regulations, by reason of- post-employ-
6 ment conflict of inferest.

7 (2) Rare oF pav.—The Director shall be paid

8 at the rate of basic pay payable for level IV of the

0 Exeeutive Schedule under section 5315 of title 5,
10 United States Code.

11 (h) STAFF.—

12 (1) PAY oOF PERSONNEL—Subject to para-
13 graphs (2) and (3), the Director, with the approval
14 of the Commission, may appoint and fix the pay of
15 additional personnel.

16 (2) EXEMPTION FROM CERTAIN REQUIRE-
17 MENTS.—The Director may make such appoint-
18 mients: without vegard to the provisions of title 3,
19 United States Code, governing appointments in the
20 conipetitive serviee, and any personnel so appointed
21 may be paid without regard to the provisions of'
22 chapter 51 and subchapter IIT of chapter 53 of that
23 title relating to classification and General Schedule
24 pay rates, except that an individual 'so appointed
25 may mot reccive pay in excess of the annual rate of

gAWVHLCM 1031 74110317.148.xml (678691112}
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basic pay payable for G815 of the General Sched-

ule.

(3) DETAILEES. —

(A) LIMITATION ON NUMBER.-—Not more
than two-thirds of the personnel employed by or
detailed to the Commission may be on detail
from the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(I3) PROFESSIONAL ANALYSTS.—Not more
than half of the professional analvsts of the
Commission staff may be persons detailed from
the Department of Veterans Affairs to the
Commission.

((*) PROIUBITION ON DETAIL -OF CERTAIN

PERSONNEL—A person may not be detailed

from the Department of Veterans Affairs to the

Commission if, within 6 months before the de-

tail is to begin, that person participated person-

ally amnd snbstaptially in any inmatter within the

Department of Veterans Affairs conceining the

preparation of recoramendations regarding fa-

cilities. of the Veterans Health Administration.

(4} AUTHORITY TO REQUENT DETAILED PER-

SONNEL.—Subject to paragraph (3}, the head of any

Federal department or agency, upon the request of

the Director, may detail any of the personnel of that

g WHLCA 10317V110317.748.xmil
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department or ageney to the Commission to assist
thé Commission in carrying out its dutiés under this

title.

(5) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—
The Commission may secure directly from any Fed-
eral agency such information the Commission con-
stderg necessary to carry out this title. Upon request
of the: Chair, the head of such ageney shall farnish
such information to the C'ommissiomn.

(1) OTHER AUTHORITY.—

(1) TEMPORARY AND INTERMITTENT SERV-

ICES.

The Commission may proeure by contract, to

the extent funds are available, the temporary or

intérmittent services of experts or consultants pursu-

ant to section 3109 of title 5, United States Code.

(2) LEASING AND ACQUISITION OF PROP-
ERTY.—To the extent funids are available, the Com-
NMISSIon may lease 'r(':a,l'_p'rojp'ert.}'-' sl a.'(_:quh'e lr)ur._l'son_al
property either of its own accord or in consultation
with the General Services Administration.

{j) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall terminate

22 on December 31, 2023,

23

24  NICATIONS,

(k) PROMIBITION AGAINST RESTRICTING (OMMU-

g:\WHLCM 10317411031 7.148.xml (678691112)
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1 (1) IN GENERAL—Except as provided in para-
2 grapli (2), no person wiay restriet an employee of the
3 Department of Veterans Affairs in e_mn-mm}icatin_g
4 with the Commission.

5 (2) UNLAWFUL COMMUNIGATIONS,—Paragraph
6 (1) does not apply to a ecommunication that is un-
7 lawtul:

8 SEC. 103. PROCEDURE FOR MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS.

9 (a) SELECTION CRITERIA.—

10 (1) PrBLICATION.—The Secretary shall, not
11 later- than February 1, 2021, and after eonsulting
12 with veterans servie¢ organizations, publish in the
13 Federal Register and trarsmit to the Committees on
14 Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and the House of
15 Representatives thie criteria proposed to bé used by
16 the Department. of Veterans Affairs in assessing and
17 making recommendations regarding the modérniza-
18 tion or Ifcaatlig'xln-lerlt of facilities of the Veterans
19. Health Administration wnder this title. Such eriteria
20 shall include the preferences of veterans I'Ggardingj
21 health care furnished by the Department.
22 (2) PUuBLIC COMMENT.—The Secretary shall
23 provide an opportunity for public comment on the
24 proposed criteria tinder paragraph (1) for a period
25 of at least 90 days and shall include notiee of that

GAVHLEV 103111081 7.0480ml  (678681112)
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i opportunity m the publication required under such
2 paragraph.

3 (3) PUBLICATION OF FINAL CRITERIA.—The
4 Secretary shall, not later than May 31, 2021, pub-
5 lish in thé Federal Register and fransmit to the
6 Committees on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and
7 the House: of Representatives the final eriteria to he
8 used in making recommendations regarding the clo-
0 sure, modernization, or realignment -of facilities -of
10 the Veterans Health Administration under this title.
11 (b) RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SECRETARY.—

12 (1) PUBLICATION IN FEDERAL REGISTER.—The
13 Seceretary gshall, not later than January 31, 2022,
14 antl after consulting with veterans service organiza-
15 tions, publish in the Federal Register and transmit
16 to the Committees on Veterans' Affairs of the Sen-
17 ate and the House of Representatives and to the
18 Commisgsion a report detalling the recommiendations
19 regarding the modernization or realignment of facili-
20 ties of the Veterans Health Administration on the
21 bhasis of the final eriteria referred to in subsection
22, (a)(2) that are applicable.
23 (2) FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION.—In making
24 recommendations under this  subseetion, the See-
25 retary shall consider each of the following factors:
gHWHLCI103171110817.148.xmi (678691112)
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1 {A) The degree to which any health care

2 delivery or other site for providing sel-'_viée_s to

3 veterans refleet the metrics of the Department

4 of Veterans Affairs regarding market area

5 ‘health system planning.

6 (B) The provision of effective and efficient

7 accegs to high-quabty health care and services

8 for veterans.

9 ("} The extent to which the real property
10 that no longer meets the needs of the Federal
11 (foverninent could be reconfigiired; repurposed,
12 consolidated, realighed, exchanged, outleased,
13 repurposed, replaced, sold, or disposed.

14 (D) The néed of the Veterans Health Ad-
15 ministration to acquire infrastructure or facili-
16 ties that will be used for the provision of health
17 care and serviees to veterans.

18 (E} The extent to which the operating and.
19 maintenance costs are reduced through consoli-
20 dating, coloeating, and reconfiguring space, and
21 throngh realizing other operational efficiencies.
22. (F) The extent and timing of potential
23 costs and -savings, including the number of
24 years. such costs or savings will be inceurred, be-

gWHLCAT 103174 10317.148.xml (6768691112)
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1 ginning with the ‘date of completion of the pro-
2 posed recommendation.

3 () The extent to which the real property
4 aligns with the mission of the Department of
5 Veterans Affairs.

6 (H) The extent to which any action would
7 impact other niigsions of the Department (in-
8 cluding education, researcly, or emergency pre-
9 paredriess).

10 () Lioeal stakeholder inputs and any fac-
11 tors identified throvigh public field hearings.

12 (J) The assessments under paragraph (3).
13 (K) Any other such factors the Secretary
14 determines. appropriate.

15 (3) CAPACITY AND COMMER(IAL MARKET AS-
16 SESSMENTS.~—

17 (A) AsSESSMENTS.—The Secrétary shall
I8 assess. the capacity of each Veterans Integrated
19 Serviee Network and medical facility of the De-
20 partment to furnish hgspital care or medical.
21 serviees. to veterans under chapter 17 of title
22 38, United States Code. Each such assessment
23 shall—

gAVHLC\I10317\10317,48.xml  (678691112)
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1 (i) identify gaps i furnishing such
2 care or services at such Veterans Inte-
3 grated Service Network or medieal facility;
4 (ii) identify how such gaps can be
5 filled by

6 (I) entering inte contraets or
7 agreements with retwork providers
8 under this section or with entities
9 ander other provisions ‘of law;

10 (II) making changes in the way
11 such eare and services are furnished
12 at such Veterans Integrated Serviee
13 Network or medical facility, inelud-
14 ing-—

15 (aa) extending hours of op-
16 ‘eration;

17 (bb) adding personnel; or

18 {ee) expanding space
19 through the construction, leasitg,
20 or sharing of health care faeili-
21 ties;

22 (I1I) ‘the building or l'e'alig'nment
23 of Department resources or personnel;
24 (iii) -forecast, based on future projee-
25 tions and historical trends, both the short-
GWHLCW 10317110317, 148:xinl: {678691112)
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15
and long-terin demand. in furnisling eare
or services at such Veterans Integrated
Service Network or medical facility and as-
sess how such demand affeits the needs to
nse such network providers;

(iv) include a commercial health care
market assessment of designated
catchment areas in the United States: con-
ducted by a non-governmental entity; -and

(v} consider the unique ability of the
Federal (Governmeént to retain a presence
in an area otherwise devoid of commereial
health care providers or from which such
providers are at risk of leaving.

(B) CONSULTATION.—In carrving out the

assessments under subparagraph (A3}, the See-

retary shall consult with veterans service orga-

nizations amd veterans served by each such Vet-
erans Integrated Service Network: aiid niedical
facility.

() SuBMITTAL.—The Seeretary shall sub-
mit such assessments to the Committees on
Veterans” Affairs of the House of Representa-

tives and the Senate with the recommendations

(678661 fey
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1 of the Secrétary under this subsection wand
2 make the a-ssess__mé_nts publicly available.

3 (4) SUMMARY 01 SELECTION PROCESS.—The
4 "S{ecretar}-" shall ficlude, with the list of vecommenda-

5 tions published and. transmitted pursuant to para-
6 eraph (1), a summary of the seleetion process that

7 resulted in the recommendationr for cach tacility of
8 the Veterans Health Administration, including a jus-

9 tifieation for each redommendation. The Seceretaiv
10 shall transmit the matters rveferred to in the pre-
11 ceding senteniee not later than 7 days after the date
12 of the transmittal to the Committees on Veterans
13 Affairs of the Senate and the House of Representa-
14 tives and the Commission of the report referred to
15 in paragraph (1).

16 (5) TREATMENT ‘OF FACILITIES.—In assessing
17 fagilities of the Veterans Health Administration, the
18 Beeretary shall consider all such facilities equally
19 without regard to whether tlie facility has been pre-
20 viously considered or proposed for reuse, closure,
21 modertiization, or realignment by the Department of
22 Veterans Affairs,
23 (6) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION TO CON-
24 GRrRESs —In addition to making all information nsed
25 by the Secretary to prepare the recommendations

GWHLC10317110317.1485m!  (678601/12)
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1 under this subsection available to Congréss (inchad-
2 ing any committee 01 Member of Congress), the See-
3 retary shall also malke such information available to
4 the Commission and the Comptroller Genéral of the
5 United States.
6 (7) CERTIFICATION OF ACCTURACY.—
7 {A) IN GENERAL.—FEach person referred to
8 in subparagraph (B), when submitting’ informa-
9 tion to the Secretary or the Commission con-
10 cerning the modernization. er realignment of” a
11 facility of the Veterans Health Admiistration,
12 shall certify that such information is accurate
13 and complete to the best of that person’s knowl-
14 edge and belief,
15 (B} ('OVERED PERSONS.—Subparagraph
16 (A} applies to the following persons:
17 (1) Bach Under Secretary of the De-
18 partinent of Veterans Affairs.
19 (i) Each director of a Veterans Inte-
20 grated Service Network.
21 (iii) Each director of a medieal center
22 of the Department of Veterans Affairs.
23 (iv) Each dircctor of a program office
24 of the Department of Veterans Affairs.
gAVHLCW03174110317.148:xm (678691112)
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(v} Bach person who is in ‘a position
the duties -of which include personal and
substantial mvolvement in the preparation
and submission of information and reée-
ommendations concerning the moderniza-
tion or realignment of facilities of the Vet-

erans Health Administration.

(e) REVIEW AXD RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE CoM-

MISSION,—

(1) PUBLIC HEARINGS.—

{(A) IN GEXERAL.—After r_e(eeiﬁngﬁ- the ree-
ommendations from the Seeretary pursuant to
subsieetion (b), the Commission shall conduct
public Liearings on the recommendations.

(B) LocatioNs,—The Commission shall

conduct public hearings in regions affected by a

recommendation of the Secretary to. close a fa-
c_.ilit-_y of the Veterans Health Administration.
To the greatest extent practicable, the: Commis-
sion shall contuet public hearings in regions af-
fected by a recommenddtion of the Seeretary to
modernize or realign such a facility.

Witnesses. at

() REQUIRED WITNESSES.
each public hearing shall ‘include at a min-

imum—

(678691112)
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(1) a veteran—
(I) enrolled under section 1705
of title 38, United States Code; and
(IT) identified by a local veterans
service organization; and
(i) a local elected official.
(2) TRANSMITTAL TO PRESIDENT.—

{A) IN ¢ENERAL.—The Commission shall,

not later than Janunary 31, 2023, transmit to
‘the President a report containing the Commis-

slon's findings and c¢onelusions based on a re-

view and analysis of the recommendations made
hy the Secretary, together with the Cominis-

sion’s recommendations, for modernizations and

realignments. of facilities of the Veterans Health

Administration.
(B) AUTHORITY TO MAKE CHANGES TO
KRECOMMENDATIONS,—Subject to subparagraph

(), in making its recommendations, the Com-

‘mission may change any recommendation made

by the Secretary if the Clommission—
(1) determines that the Secretary devi-
ated substantially from the final criteria
referred to in subsection (a)(2) in making

such recommendation;

(678691112)
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1 (it} ‘deterniines that the change 18 con-
2 sisteni with the final eriteria referred to in
3 subsection (a){2);

4 (i} publishes a. notice of the proposed
S change in the Federal Register not less
6 than 45 days before transmitting its rec-
7 ommendations. to the President pursuant
8 to subparagraph (A); and

9 '{_'iv) conducets pub_ﬁe_ heariugs on the
10 proposed change.
11 (3) JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGES.—The Com-
12 mission shall explainn and justify in its report sub-
13 mitted to the President pursuant to paragraph (2)
14- any recominendation made by the Commission that
15 is different from. the recommendations made by the
16 Secretary pursuant to subseetion: (b). The Commis-
17 sion shall transmit a copy of such report to the
18 Committees on Veterans' Affairs of the Scnadte and
19 the House of Representatives on the same date on
20 which it transmits its recommendations to the IPresi-
21 dent under paragraph (2).
22 {4} PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO CON-
23 GRESS —After- January 31, 2023, the Commission
24 shall promptly provide, upon request, to any Member

GWHLCV 10317110317, 148.xml (678601112}
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1 of Congress information used by the Commission in-

2 making its reeommendations.

3 (d) REVIEW BY TUE PRESIDENT.—

4 (1} REPORT—The President shall, not later

5 than February: 15, 2023, transmit to the Commis-

6 sion and to the Congress a report eontaining the

7 President’s approval or disapproval of the Commis-

8 sion’s recommendations.

9 (2) PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL—If the Presi-
10 dent approves all the recommendations of the Coin-
11 mission, the President shall transmit a copy of sueh
12 recommendations to the Congress, together with a
13 certification of such approval.

14 {3) PRESIDENTIAL  DISAPPROVAL~—If  the
15 President disapproves the recommendations of the
16 Commission, in whole or in part, the President shall
17 transmit to the Commission and the Congress, not
18 later than ¥arch ]"., 2_'(\)_?;'8'_, the peasons for that dis-
19 approval. The Commission shall then transmit to the
20 President, not later than March 15, 2023, a revised
21 list of re(:_onunem‘lati()n's for ¢logures, modernizations,
22 and realignments of facilities of the Veterans Health
23 Administration.
24 (4} TRANSMITTAL OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO
25 CONGRESS.—If the Prestdent approves all of the re-

gWHLCH 103174110317, 148.%ml (678691112}
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1 vised recommendations of the Commission trins-
2 mitted to the President under paragraph (3}, the
3 President shall transmit a copy of such revised ree-
4 ommendations to the Clongress, together with a cer-
5 tification of such approval.

6 (3). FAILURE TO TRANSMIT.—If the President
7 does not transmit to the Congress an approval and
8 certifieation deseribed in paragraph (2) or (4) by
9 Marchi 30, 2023, the process by which facilities of
10 the Veterans Health. Administration may be selected
11 for modernization or realignment under this title
12 shall be terminated.

13 SEC. 104. ACTIONS REGARDING INFRASTRUCTURE.AND FA-
14 CILITIES OF THE VETERANS HEALTH ADMIN-
15 ISTRATION.
16 (a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b}, the Sec-
17 retary shall begin to implement the recommended mod-

ot
o

ernizations and realignments in the report under section

[a—
o

103(d) not later than three vears after the date on which

[\
=

the President transmits such report to Congress. Such im-

o

plementation inchides the planning of modernizations. and

)
M

realignments of facilities of the Veterans Health Adminis-

oY
m.

tration as recommended in such report.

[\
5

(b} CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL.—

gWHLC 103177 10317, 148:xmi {678691112)
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(1) Ix ¢ENERAL.—The Seeretary may not carry
out any modernization or realignment récominended
by the Commission in a veport transmitted from the
President pursuant to section 103(d). if a joint reso-
lution 1s enacted, in accordance with the provisions
of seetion 107, disapproving such- recommendations
of the Commission hefore the earlier of—

(A) the end of the 45-day period beginning
on: the date on which the President transmits
such report; or

(B) the adjournment of Congress sine die
for the session during which sueh report is
transmitted.

(2) COMPUTATION OF PERIOD.—For purposes
of paragraph (1) and subsections {a) and (¢) of sec-
tion 107, the days on which either House of (lon-
gress.is not in session because of an adjounrament of
miore than three days to a day certain shall be ex-
cluded in the computation of a period.

(¢) SPECLFIC AUTIIORIZATION. —Any obligation or

21 expenditure of funds for any major medical facility projeet

22 or any major medical facility lease under subseetion (a)

23 shall be treated as if specifically-authorized by law for pu-

24 poses of seetion 8104 of title 38, United States Code, as

25 amended by seetions 201 and 202 of this Act.

gAVHLCM IO 74310397 148.xml (678691112}
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(a) IN GENERAL.

TIES.

the Secretary may:

(1) MODERNIZING AXD REALIGNING FACILI-

In modérnizing or reahgning any facility of

the Veterans Health Administration under this title,

{A) take such actions as may be necessary

to modernize or realigh any such facility, in-

‘cluding the alteration of such facilities, the ac¢-

quisition. of snch land, the leasing or eonstrue-
tion of such replacement faeilities, the disposi-
tion of sueh land or facilities, the performance
of such activities, and the conduct of suell ad-
vance planning and design as may be required
to transfer functions from a facility of the Vet-
erans Health Administration to another such
facility, and may use for sueh purpose fundy in
the Account or tunds appropriated to the 'D(:r—
pairtment of Veterang Affairs for guch purposes;

(B) carry out activities tor the pmrposes of
environmental wmitigation, abatement, or res-
toration at any such facility, and shall use for
stnch purposes funds in the Account;

(") provide outplacenment assistance to .em-
ployees employed by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs at facilities of the Veterans

{678681112)
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1 Health Administration being closed or re-
2. aligned, and may use for such purpose funds i
3 the Account or funds appropriated to, the De-
4 partment of Veterans Affairs for outplacement
5 assistance to employees;
6 (D) reimburse other Federal agencies for
7 actions. performed at thé request of the See-
8 retary with respect to any such closure or re-
9 alignment, and niay use for such purpose funds
10 m the Account or funds-appropriated to the De-
11 partment. of Veterans Affairs and available for
12 such purpose; and
13 (E) exercise the authority of the Secretary
14 under subchapter V' of chapter 81 of title 38,
15 United States Code.
16 (2) EXVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION; HISTORIC
17 PRESERVATION.—In carrying out any clésure or re-
18 alipnment wvoder this title, the Seeretary, with re-
19 gards to any IJI‘(}DEIT}'; made excess to the neéeds of
20 the Department of Veterans Affairs as a result of
21 such closure or realignment, shall carry-out, as soon
22 as possible with fuards available for such purpose,
23 any of the following for which the Secretary is re-
24 sponsible:
25 (A} Environmental niitigation.

GWHLCY 103179 10317.148.xmi
Noverrber 3, 2017 (12:19 p.m.)
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1 (B) Environmental abatenient.

2 (") Environmental restoration.

3 (D) Compliance with historic preservation

4 requirements.

5 (b} MANAGEMENT AND DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY.—

6 (1) EXISTING DISPOSAL AUTHORITIES.—To

7 transfer or dispese of surplus real property or infra-

8 structure located at any facility of the Veterans

9 Health Administration that is modernized or re-
10 aligned under this Act, the Secretary may exercise
11 the authorities of the Secretary under sube¢hapters I
12 and IT of chapter 81 of title 38, United States Code,
13 or the authorities delegated to the Secretary by the
14 Administrator of General Services under subchapter
15 I of chapter 5 of title 40, United States Code.

16 (2) EFFECTS ON LOCAL COMMUNITIES.—

17 (A} CONSULTATION WITIL ‘STATE AND
18 LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—Before any action may
19 be takenn with réspect to the disposal of any
20 surplus real property or infrastructure loeated
21 at any facility of the Veterans Health Adminis-
22 tration t6 be closed or tealigned under this title,
23 the Reevetary of Veterdns Affairs shall consult
24 with the Governor of the State and the heads
25 of the local govermments coneérned for the pur-

g WHLCH103174110317. 148 xmi (678691112}
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pose of considering -any plan for the use of such

property by the local community corcerned.

(B} TREATMENT OF ROADS—If infra-
structure or a- faeility of the Veterans Health
Administration to be closed or realigned under
this title inelndes a road used for publie access

through, into, or around the facility, the Sec-

retary—
(i) shall eonsult with the Government

of the State and the heads of the local gov-

ernments concerned for the purpose of con-

sidering the continned availability of the
road for. public use after the recommended
action 18 complete; and
(1) may exercise the authority of the

Secretary under section 8108 of title 38,
United States Code.

(3) LBASES; CERCLA.—
(A) LEASE AUTIIORITY. —

(1) TRANSFER TO REDEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY FOR. LEASE.—The 'Settl't?t'al_‘y
may transfer title to a facility of the Vet-
erans Health A(‘_lmiiiist_mtiml approved for
closwre or realignment under this title (in-

eluding property at a faeility of the Vet

(678691112)
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erahs Health Administration approved for
realignment which. will be retained by the
Departiment of Veterans Affairs ot another
Federal ageney after realignhmient) to the
redevelopment authority- for the faeility- if
the redevelopmient authority agrees to
lease, directly upon transfer, one or more
portions of the property transferred under

tlils subparagraph to the Seeretary or to

the head of another department or agency

of the Federal Governmettt.

(1i) TERM OF LEASE.—A lease under

clause (i) shall be for a term of not to ex-

ceed 50 vears, but may provide for options

for renewal or extension of the term by the

‘department or ageney concerned.

(i)  LidMITATION. —A  lease under
clavse (i) may not reqguire rental payments
by the United States,

(iv) TREATMENT OF REMAINDERED
LEASE TERMS.—A lease under clause (i)
shall include a provision specifying that if
the department or agency conecerned ceases
requiring the use of the leased property be-

foré the expiration of the term of' the lease,

{e78691112}
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1 the remainder of the lease term may be
2 satisfied hy the same or another depart-
3 ment or ageney of the Federal Government
4 using the property for a use similar to the
5 use under the lease. Exercise of the au-
6 thority provided by this clause shall be
7 made ‘in eonsultation with the redevelop-
8 ment authority coneerned.

9 (v) FACILITY SERVICES.—Notwith-
10 standing clanse (i), if a lease under clause
11 (i) mvolves a substantial portion of the fa-
12 cility, the department or agenc¢y concered
13 may obtain facility services for the leased
14 property and common area maintenance
15 from the redevelopment authority or the
16 redevelopment authorify’s agsigned as a
17 provision of the lease. The facility services
18 amdd common area maintenariee shall be
19 provided at a rate no higheér than the rate
20 charged to non-Federal tenants of the
21 transferred property. Facility services and
22 common aréa maintenance covered by the
23 lease shall not include—

24 (I) municipal services that a
25 State or local government is required
GAWHLCY 10317411031 7.148.xm] (678591112}
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1 by law to prowvide to all landowners in
2 its jurisdiction without direct charge;
3 OF

4 (IT) fivefighting or security-guard
5 funetions,

6 (B) APPLICATION OF (ERCLA.~—Thé provi-
7 sions of section 120(l1) of the Comprehensive
8 Environmental Response, (Compensation, and
9 Liability Act of 1980 (42 T.S.C. 9620(h)) shall
10 apply te any transfer of real property under
11 this paragraph.

12 {€') ADDITIONAL TERMS AND  (QONDI-
13 TIONS.—The Secretary’ may require any addi-
14 tionial terms and conditions in connection with
15 a transfer under this paragraph as such Sec-
16 retary eonsiders appropriate to protect tlie in-
17 terests of the United States.

18 (4} APPLICATION OF MCRINNEY-VENTO I[IOME-
19 LESS ASSISTANCE ACT.—Nothing in this title shall
20 limit or otherwise affect the application of the provi-
21 sions of the McKinney-Vento Honieless Assistance
22 Act (42 T.S.C. 11301 et seq.) to facilities of the
23 Veterans Health Administrationn closed under this
24 title.

gWHLCH 1031 74110317.148.xmi (678891112)
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(¢) APPLICABILITY OF NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL

- POLICY ACT OF 1969, —

(1) IN GENERAL—The provisions of the Na-

tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.8.C.
4321 ‘et seq.) shall not apply to the actions of the
President, the Commission, and, except as provided
in paragraph (2), the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs in carrving out this title.
(2) DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS. AFFATRS.—
(A) COVERED ACTIVITIES.—The provisions
of the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 shall apply to actions of the Department
of Veterans Affairs under this title—
(1) during the process of property is-
posal; and
(i) during the process of relocating
functions from a facility of the Veterans
Health Administration being closed or re-
aligned to another facility after the receiv-
ing faeility has been selected but before the
funetions #re reloeated.
(B) OTHER ACTIVITIES.—In applying the
provisions of the National Environmental Poliey

Act of 1969 to the processes referred to in sub-

g WHLC103171110317.148 xmi (678691(12)
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1 paragraph (A), the Secretary shall not have to
2 consicer—
3 (1} the need for closing or realigning
4 the facility of the Veterans Health Adniin-
5 istration as recommended by the Conumis-
6 sion;
7 (i1) the need for transferring functiong
8 to any facility of the Veterans Health Ad-
9 nﬁnistt‘a'tion which has been selected as the
10 receiving facility; or
11 (iii) facilities of the Veterans Health
12 Administration alternative to those ree-
13 ommended or seleeted.
14 (1) WAIVER.—
15 (1) RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF FUNDS:—The
16 Secretary may close or realign facilities of the Vet-
17 erans Health Administration under this title without
18 regard to any provision of law restricting the nse of
19 funds for elosing or realigning facilities of the Vet-
20 erans Health Administration included in any appro-
21 priation. or authorization Act.
22 (-‘2:) RESTRICTIONS ON AUTHORITIES.—The See-
23 retary may close or realign facilities of the Veterans
24 Health Administration under this title without re-
G WHLCVI1031 71110847, 148 xmi (678691/12)
November 3, 2017-(12:19 p.m.)
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1 gard. to the restrictions of section 8110 of title 38,

2 Tnited States Code.

3 (e} TRANSFER AUTHORITY IN CONNECTION WITIT
4 PiYMENT OF EXVIROXMENTAL REMEDIATION COSTS.—

5 (1} IN GENERAL.

6 (4) TRANSFER BY DEED.—Subject to

7 paragraph (2) of this subsection and section
B 120(h) of the 'Cf‘ompl_'ehensive Environmental

9 Response, Compensation, and Liability: Act of
10 1980 (42 T.8.C. 9620(h)), the Secretary may
11 enter into an agreement to transfer by deed a
12 facility of the Veterans Health Administration
13 with any person who agrees to. perform all envi-
14 ronmental restoration, waste management, and
15 environmental compliance activities that are re-
16 guired for the property or facilities nnder Fed-
17 eral -and State laws, administrative decisions,
18 agreements  ( iﬂi:l_u(:l.iug sceliedules  wnd  mile-
19 s_tOIles'_}_, and eoncurrences.

20 {(B) ADDITIONAL TERMS OR (OQNDI-
21 TIONS.—The. Secr:etm;}-' may require any addi-
22 tional terins and conditions i connection with
23 an agréement authorized by subparagraph (A)
24 as. the Secretary eonsiders appropriate to pro-
25 tect the interests of the United States.

GWHLCA0317\10317:148:xm|
November 3, 2017 (12:19.p.m.)
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1 (2) LIMITATION.—A transfer of a facility of the
2 Veterans Health Admidistration may b made under
3 paragraph (1) only if the Seeretary certifies to Con-
4 oress that—

5 (A) the costs of all environmental restora-
6 tion, waste management, and environmental
7 compliance activities otherwise to be paid by the
8. Seeretary with respect to the fa(éi'l'it}-' of the Vat-
9. erans Health Administration are equal to or
10 greater than the fair market value of the prop-
11 erty or facilities to be transferred, as deter-
12 mined by the Secretary; or

13 (B) if such costs are lower than the fair
14 market value of the facility of the Veterans
15 Health Administration, the recipient of such
16 transfer agrees to pay the difference between
17 the fair market valae and such ¢osts.

18 (3) PaxYMENT BY TIIE SECEETARY FOR CBELR-
19 “TAIN TRANSFERS.—In the case of a facility of the
20 Veterang Health Administration covered by a certifi-
21 cation under paragraph (2)(A), the Secretary may
22 piy the recipient of such faeility an amount eéqual to
23 the lesser of—

24 (A) the amournt by which the costs -
25 curred. by the recipient of the facility of the

GAVHLCY 1031 7\110317.148.xml
‘November 3; 2017 (12:18p.m.)
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| Vetermis Health Administration for all environ-
2 mettal restoration, waste, management, and en-
3 vironmental compliance -activities with respeet
4 to such facility exceed the fair market value of
5 such property as speeified in sneh certification;
6 or

7 (B) the amonut by which the costs (as de-
8 termined by the Seeretary) that would other-
9 wise have been incurred by the Seeretarv for
10 such restoration, management, and activities
11 with tespect to such facility of the Veterans
[2 Health Administration exceed the fair market
13 value of property as so specified.

14 (4) DISCLOSURE~—As part of an agreement
15 under paragraph (1), the Seeretary shall diselose to
16 the person to whomr the facility of the Veterans
17 ‘Health Administration will be transferred any infor-
18 ‘mation. of the Seeretary regarding the ¢nvironmental
19 restoration, waste matagement, and environmerital
20 complianee activities deseribed in paragraph (1) that
21 relate to the facility of the Veterans Health Admin-
22 istration. The Secretary shall provide such informa-
23 tion before entering into the agreement,
24 {5} APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN ENVIRON-
25 MENTAL LAWS.—Nothing in this subseetion shall be

‘g WHLGVH 031741103 7. 148.xm (678691112)
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I construed to modify, altér, or amend the Coin-
2 prehensive Environmental Responge, Compensation,
3 and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.8.C. 9601 et seq.)
4 or the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 T1.8.C. 6901 ¢t
5 Seq.).
6 SEC. 106. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ASSET AND
7 INFRASTRUCTURE REVIEW ACCOUNT.
& (a) ESTABLISITMENT.—There is hereby-established in
9 the ledgers of the Treasury an account 1o be known as
10 the “Department of Veterans Affairs Asset and Infra-
11 structure Review Account”” which shall be administered hy
12 the Secretary as a single aceonnt.
13 (h) CREDITS TO AcCoUNT.—There shall be credited
14 to the Account tlie following:
15 (1) Funds autherized for and appropriated te
16 the” Aceount.
17 {2) Funds that the Secretary may transfer to
18 the Account from funds appropriated to the Depart-
19 ment of Veterans Affairs for any purpose, -except
20 that funds may be transferred under the -authority
21 of this paragraph only after the latter of the dates
22 on which the Secretary—
23 (A} transmits written notice of, and jus-
24 tification for, such transfer to the Committees,
GAWHLCH 1031711 10317.148.xml (678691112)
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on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and the
‘House of Representatives; and

(B) receives approval of such transfer from
tlie Clommittees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate.
(_-3) Proceeds received from the lease, transfer,
aor disposal of any property at a facility of the Vet-
erans Health Administration closed or realigned
under this title.

(¢) USE 0F ACCOUNT—The Secretary may use the

funds in the Aecount only for the following purposes:

(1) To carry out thig title.

{2} To cover property management and disposal
eosts incurred at facilities of the Veterans Health
Administration eclosed, modernized, eor realigned
under this title.

(3) To cover costs associated with siupervision,
ingpection; overhead, engincering, and desigh of ¢on-
struction .proj_ec%ts 111_1tle1'_taken un_der this title, and
subsequent c¢laims, if any, related to such activities.

(4) Other purposes that the Seerctary deter-
mines support the mission and operations of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

{d) CONSOLIDATED BUDGET JUSTIFICATION Dis-

25 PLAY FOR ACCOUNT.—

gAVHLCM 183174110317.148.m (678891142)
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(1) CONSOLIDATED BUDGET INFORMATION RE-

QUIRED.—The¢ Seeretary shall establish a consoli-
dated budget justi"fi(fa_,t'i'on display in stpport of the

Account that for each fiscal yvear—

{A) details the amount and nature of ered-

its to, and expenditures from, the Account dur-

ing the preceding fiscal year;

(B) separately details the environmental
remediation costs associated with facility of the
Veterans Health Admiinistration for which a
budget request 15 made;

(C) speeifies the transfers into the Acecount
and the purposes for which these transferred
funds will be further obligated, to include care-
taker and environment remediation costs associ-
ated with each faeility of the Veterans Health
Administration; and

(D) details any intra-budget activity trans-
fers within the Aeccount that -exeeeded
$1,000,000 during the preceding fiseal year or
that are proposed for the next fiscal year and
will exceed $1,000,000.

{2) SuBMISSION.—The Secretary shall inelude

the information required by paragraph (1) in the

materials that the Secéretary submits to Congress in

(678691112)
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1 support of the budget for a fiseal year submitted by
2 the President pursuant to seetion 1105 of title 31,
3 United States Code.

4 (¢) CLOSURE OF ACCOUNT; TREATMENT OF REMAIN-
5 i FuNpsg—

6 (1) CLosURE.—The Aceount shall be cloged at
7 the time and in the manner provided for _apl'_)rop_r.iﬂ-
8 tion aceounts under seetion 1855 of title 31, United
9 States Code, except that unobligatéd funds which re-
10: main in the Aeccount upon closure shall be beld by
11 the Secretary of the Treasury until transferred to
12 the Secretary of Veterans Affaws by law after the
13 Commiittees on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and
14 the House of Representatives receive the final report
15 transmitted under _paragr_aph (2).
16 (2) Fixan REPORT.—No later than 60 days
17 after the closure of the Account under paragraph
18 (1}, the Seeretary shall transmit to the Cominitiees
19 on Veterans’ Affaivs of the Senate and the House of
20 Representatives and the Committees on Appropria-
21 tions of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
22 ate a report containing an accounting of—
23 (A) all the finds credited to and expended
24 from the Aceount or otherwise expended under
25 this title; and

GWHLC\H10317\110317.148.xmt (678691112)
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1 (B) any funds remaining in the Account.
2 SEC. 107. CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATION OF COMMIS-
3 SION REPORT.
4 ta) DISAPPROVAL RESOLUTION.—For purposes of
5 seetion 104(b), the term “joint resolution” means only a
6 joint resolution which is mtroduced within the 3-day pe-
7 riod be_gi_nn'ing on the date on which the President trans-
8 mits the report to the Congress under section 103(d),
9 and—
10 (1) which does not have a prea.n'lble;
11 (2) the matter after the resolving elause of
12 which is as follows: “that Congress disapproves the
13 recommendations of the VHA Asset. and Infrastrue-
14 ture Review Commigsion as submitted by the Presi-
15 dent on ", the blank space being filled with
16 the appropriate date; and
17 (3) the title of which is as follows: “Joint reso-
18 lution  disapproving the reécommendations of the
19 VHA Asset and Infrastructure. Review Commis-
20 ston.”.
21 (h) CONSIDERATION TN TIHE HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
22 ATIVES.—
23 (1) REPORTING AND DISCHARGE.—AnNy con-
24 nmittee of the House of Representatives to which a
25 joint resolution is referred shall report it to the
g WHLCW1031 71031 7.148.5ml. {678691}12)
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1 House without ameridment not later than 15 legisla-

2 tive daws after the date of introduction thereof. If a

3 committe¢ fails to report the joint resolution within

4 that period, the (EOIBIl]it_t.GG ghall. be -(fli_sellal'_ge('l from

5 further consideration of the joint resolution..

6 (2) PROCEEDING TO CONSIDERATION.—It shall

7 b¢ in order at any time after the third legislative day

8 after each committee authorized to consider a joint

9 resohation hag reported or has been discharged from
10 consideration of a joint resolution, to move to pro-
11 ceed to. eonsider the joint resolution in the House.
12 All points of order against the motion are waived.
13 Such a motion shall not be in order after the House
14 has disposed of 4 metion to proceed on a joint reso-
15 hation adcb.eSsin_g a particular submission. The pre-
16 vious question shall be considered as ordered on the
17 motion to its adoption without intervening motion.
18 The motion shall not be debatable. A motion to re-
19 consider the vote by whieh the motion is disposed of
20 shall not be in.order.
21 (3) CoxsmeRrRaTION.—The joint resolution
22 shall be considered as read. All points of order
23 agaiiist the joint resolution and against its consicder-
24 ation are waived. The previous question shall be con-
25 sidered as ordered -on the joint resolution to its pas-

GAVHLCV10317A110317,188.xml  (678691H2)
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1 sage without intervening motion exeept two hours of
2 debate equally divided and controlled by the pro-
3 ponent and an opponent. A motion to reconsidet the
4 vote on passage of the jomt resolution shall not be
5 1 order.

6 (¢) (j?(‘)x_s_nz)-}_a_1{;\'1"10"\'._-1&'T[lE"S-ENA'm. :

7 (1) REFERRAL—A joint resolution introduced
8 in the Senate shall be referred to the Commniittee on
9 Veterans’ Affairs.
10 (2) REPORTING AND. DISCHARGE.—Any com-
11 mittee of the Senate to whieh a joint resolution is
12 referred shall report it to the Senate without amend-
13 ment not later than 15 session days after the date
14 of introduction of a joint regolition described in sub-
15 seetion (a). If a committee fails to report the joint
16 resolution withih that peried, the committee shall be
17 discharge'd from further consideration of the joint
18 resolution and the joint resolution shall he placed on
19 the calendar.
20 (3) FLOOR CONSIDERATION.—
21 {A) IX GENERAL.—Notwithstanding Rule
22. XXII of the Standing Rules of the Senate, it is
23 in erder at any time after the third session day
24 on which the Committee on Veterans' Affairg
25 hag reported ot has been discharged fromy con-

gAVHLCVTT03174110317.148.xm] (678691112)
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sideration of a joint resblution deseribed in sub-
seetion (a) (even though a previons motion to
the same effect has been disagreed to) to move
to proceed to the consideration of the joint réso-
lution, and all points of order against-the jeint
resolution (and against consideration of the
jomnt resolution) are waived. The motion to pro-
ceed is not debatable. The motion is not subject
to a miotion to postpone. A miotion to reconsider
the vote by which the motion is agreed to or
disagreed to shall not be in order. If' a motion
to proceed to the ¢onsideration of the resolution
is agreed to, the joint resolution shall remain
thie unfinished business until disposed of.

(B) CONSIDERATION.—Consideration  of
the joint resolution, and on all debatable mo-
trons and appeals. in conneetion thierewith, shall
be limited to not more than 2 houwrs, which
shall be divided equnally betweén the niajority
anl minori’t_y leaders. or their designees, A mo-
tion further to limit debate is in order and not
déb&table; An amendment to, or & motion to
postpone, or a motion to proeeed to the consid-
eration of -other business, or a motion to recom-

mit the joint resolution is not in order.

{678691112)
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(C) VOTE ON PASSAGE.

If the Senaté has
voted to proceed to a joint reselution, the vote
on passage of the joint resolution shall oceur
immediately following thé conelusion of consid-
eration of the joint reselution, and a single
guoram call at the conclusion of the debate if
requestéd. in accordance with the roles of the
Senate.:

(D) RULINGS OF THE CHAIR ON PROCE-
DURE.—Appeals from the decisions of the Chair
relating to the application of the rules of the
Senate; as the case miay be, to the procedure re-
lating to a joint resolution shall. be decided

withowt debate.

() AMENDMENT NOT IN ORDER.—A Joint resolution
of disapproval eonsidered pursnant to this section shall not

be subject to amendment in either the House of Rep-

I® resentatives or thie Senate.

19 (e)
20 House.

COORDINATION  WITHH ACTION BY OTHER

21 (1) IN GENERAL.—If, before passing: the joint
22 resolution, one House receives from the other a.jolnt
23 resolution—

24 (A} the joint regolution of the other House
25 shall not be referred to a committee; and.

gAWHLCA 1031741031 7. 148.%mi
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1 (B) the proccilure in the receiving House
2 shall be the same as if o Jjoint resolution had
3 heen received from -the other House until the
4 vote on passage, when the joint resolution re-
5 cetved fromi the other House shall supplant the
6 Joint reselution of the receiving House.
7 (2) TREATMENT OF JOINT RESOLUTION OF
8 OTHER [OUSE~If the Senate fails to introduce or
9 constder -a joill't resolution under this section, the
10 Joint resolution of the House shall be entitled to ex-
11 pedited floor procedures nnder this section.
12 (3) TREATMENT OF COMPANION MEASURES.
13 I, following passage of the joint resolution in the
14 Senate, the Senate then receives the companion
15 measure from the House of Representatives, the
16 companion measure shall not be debatable.
17 (f) RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

I8 aND SENATE.—This scetion: is enacted by~ Congress—

19 (1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power of

20 the Senate and House of Representatives, regpec-

21 tively, and ag such it is deemed a part of the rules

22 of each House, respectively, but applicable only with

23 raspect to the proeeduie to he followed in that

24 Hougse in the case of a joint resolution, and it super-
GAHLCV10317\110317.148xml  (678691112)

November 3, 2017 (12119 p.m.}




GACMTEWAMSRHEALTHWHA_ASSET. XML

.

eom S V= S~ TR T N U SR N G B N

18

19

20

21

SEC.

6

sedes other rules only to the extent that it is incon-
sistent with gueh rules; and

(2) with tull recognition of the constitutional
right of either House to change the rules {so far as
'1'.elat'in'g_ to the procedure of that House) at any time,
m the same manner; and to the same extent as in
the case of any other rule of that House.
108. OTHER MATTERS.

(). ONLINE PUBLICATION OF COMMUNICATIONS —

(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than 24 honrs

after the transmission or receipt of any communiea-

tion under this title that is fransmitted or received
by a party specified in paragraph (2), the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall publish such commmunica-
tion online.

(2) PARTIES SPECIFIED.—The parties speeified

under thig parvagraph are the following:

{4A) THe SBecretary of Vetérans Affairs.
(B} The Commission.
(C'} The President.

(b) CoNTINUATION OF EXISTING CONSTRUCTION

22 PROJECTS AND PLANNING.—During activities that the

23 Clommssion, President, or Congress ¢arry out under this

24 title, the Secretary of Veterans Affairg may not-stop, sole-

25 v because of sueh activities—

g:AWVHLCV 1031 70110317.148.xml- (678691112}
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1 (1) a construction or leasing project of the Vet-
2 erans Health Ad'ministrati{)n;

3 (2) long terrn planning regarding infrastrueture
4 and assets of the Veterans Health Administration;
5 or

6 {3} budgetary processes for the Veterans
7 Health Administration.

8 {¢) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE ASSET RE-
9 viEws—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may, after
10 consulting with veterans service organizations, include in
11 budget submissions the Secretary submits after the termi-
12 nation of the Commission recommendations for future
13 ‘such cormmissions or other capital asset 1'(ez1li_gnll'1911t. and
14 management processes.

15 SEC. 109. DEFINITIONS.

16 In this title:

17 (1) The term “Aceéount” means the Departiment
18 of Veterans Affairs Asset and Infrastructure Revieww
19 Account established by section 106(a).
20 (2} The term “Commission” meats the Com-
21 mission established by section 102.
22 (3) The term “‘date of approval”, with respect
23 to a modernization or realigninent of a facility of the
24 Veterans Health Administration, meang the date on
25 which the authority of Congress to disapprove a ree-

GAVHLCV10M7AT10317.148%ml {(678601112)
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¥ ommiendation of modérnization or realignment, as
2 the case may be, of such faecility ander this title ex-
3 ‘pires.

4 (4) The term “facility of the Veterans Health
5 Administration”—

6 (A) means any land, building, structare, or
7 infrastructure (ineluding any medical center,
8 nursing home, domicibary facility, outpatient
9 clinig, center that provides readjustment coun-
10 seling, or leased facility) that is—
11 (i) undér the jurisdietion of the De-
12 partment of Veterans Affairs;

13 (ii) under the control of the Veterans
14 Health 1¢\(:llllii]istrati[)n; and

15 (iii) not. under the eontrol of the Gen-
16 eral Services Administration; or

17 (BB) with respect to a colocated facility of
18 the Department of Veterans Affairs, includes
19 any land, building, or structure—

20 (i) under the jurisdiction of the De-
21 partment of Veterans Affairs;

22 (ii) under the control of another ad-
23 ministration of the Department of Vei-
24 erans Affairs; and
gWHLCV 03174110317, 148 xml (678691112
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i (iil) not under the control of the Gen-
2 eral Services Admmistration.

3 (3) The term ‘“‘infrastiveture’” means improve-
4 menfs to land other than buildings or structures.

5 (6) The term “modernization” meludes—

6 (A) any action, iu_clu(ﬁng closure, required
7 to align the form and function of a facility of
8 the Veterans Health Administration to the pro-
9 vision of moderti day health care, including util-
10 ities and environmental control svstems;

11 (B) the econstruction, purchase, lease, or
12 sharing of a facility of the Veterans ealth Ad-
13 ministration; and

14 (C) realignments, disposals, exchanges, col-
15 laborations between the Department of Vet-
16 erans Affairs and other Federal entities, and
17 strategi¢. collaborations between the Depart-
18 micnt anct non-Federal eatities, inclading tribal
19 | organizations.
20 (7y The term “realignment”, with respect to a
21 facility of the Veterans Health Administration, in-

22 eludes—

23 (A} any action that changes the numbers.
24 of or relocates services, functions, and per-
25 sonnel positions;

gAVHLC10317110817.148.0ml  (678601112)
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1 (B) ("lliSposal_s o* exchanges between the

2 Department of Veterans Affairs and other Fed-

3 eral entities, including the Department of De-

4 fense; and

5 () strategic collaborations between the

6 Départment of Veterans Affairs and non-Fed-

7 cral entities, including tribal organizations.

8 (8) The term "'1.‘86191_-’91"01)111’:@11t arithority”, in the

9 case of a facility of the Veterans Health Administra-
10 tion eclosed or modernized under this title, meas
11 any centity (including an entity t__éSi-&inshE_d by a
12 State or local government} recognized. by the Sec-
13 retary of Veterans Affairs as the entity responsible
14 for developing the redevelopment plan with respect
15 to the facility or for directing the implementation of
16 such plaxi.

17 (9) The term “redevelopment plan” in the case
18 of a facility of the Vetcrans Iealth Acdministration
19 to be elosed or realigned under this title, means a
20 plan that—
21 (A) is agreed to by the local rédevelopnient
22 aulthor_it}-' with respect t6 the facility; and
23 (B) provides for the reuse or redevelop-
24 ment of the real property and personal property
25 of the facility that is available for _su*ch reuse-

GAVHLCW 103171110317, 148.xml {678681112)
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and redevelopment as a result of the closare or

realignment of the facility.

(10) The term “Secretary’” means the Secretary

of Veterans Affairs,

(11) The term “tribal organization” has the

meaning given such term in séetion 3765 of 'tiﬂe_-;?jjS,
United States Code.

TITLE II—IMPROVEMENTS TO
CONSTRUCTION MANAGE-

10 MENT AND LEASES

11 sEC. 201. MODIFICATION OF THRESHOLDS FOR MAJOR

12 MEDICAL FACILITY PROJECTS AND MAJOR
13 MEDICAL FACILITY LEASES.
14 (a) DEFiNITIONS.—Paragraph (3) of seetion 8104(a}

15 of title 38, United States Code, is amended to read as

16 follows:

17 “(3) In this subsection;

18 “(A)(i) The term “major medical facility project”
19 meazs-—-

20 “(I) a project for the construction, alter-
21 ation, ‘or acquisition of a medical facility involv-
22 ing a total expenditure of more than
23 $20,000,000; or

24 “(II) the construction, alteration, or acyui-
25 sition of & shared medieal facility (as defined in

GWHLE1034 71110317.148.xml
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o

1 section 8111B(d) of this title) for which the es-

2 timated share of the Department of Veterans

3 Affairs for the costs of such construction, alter-

4 ation, or acquisition exceeds $20,000,000.

5 “(if) Such term does not inelude—

6 “(I) an acquisition by exchange;

7 “(II) nonrecurring maintenance proejects of

8 the Departmeit; or

9 “(III) the construction, ai_l__t'erat.i()n_,. or ac-
10 quisition of a shared medieal facility for which
11 the estimated share of the Department of Vet-
12 erans Affairs for _ﬂm costs of such eonstruction,
13 alteration, or acquisition does not exeeed
14 $20,000,000.

15 “(B) The term ‘major medical facility lease’
16 means—

17 “(1) a lease for space for use ag a new
18 medical facility at an averdge annual rent that
19 is equal to or exceeds the amount specified in
20 subseection (a)(2) of seetion 3307 of title 40; or
21 “(ii) a lease for space for use as a shared
22 miedical facility (as defined in séction 8111B(d)
23 of this title) for which the estimated share of
24 the Department of Veterans Affairs for the
25 costs of such lease is equal to or exceéeds the

GWHLEW 103174110317.148.xml
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amount specified in subscetion (a)(2) of section
3307 of title 40.7.

(b) APPLICATION —The  amendment made by sub-

section (a) shall apply with respect to major medieal facil-

1ty projects and major medical faclity leases: authorized

by law on or after the date of the enactment of this Act.

‘SEC. 202. SUBMISSION OF PROSPECTUSES OF PROPOSED

MINOR MEDICAL FACILITY PROJECTS.

Section 8104(b) of title 38, TUnited States Code, is
amended, in the matter precedmg paragraph (1), by strik-
ng “a major medieal facility project (as defined in sub-
section {a}{(3)(A))7 and mgerting the following: “a major
medical facility projeet (as defined in subsection
(a)(3)(A)), a medical facility projeet that would be a major
medical facility project but for the total expenditure. (or,
with respect to a shared medical facility, the estimated
share- of the Department of Veterans Affairs} heing an

amount that is more than $10,000,000 amd less than

$20,000,000,”.

SEC. 208. IMPROVEMENT TO TRAINING OF CONSTRUCTION

PERSONNEL.
'Siil)sec_t.i-O'n {g) of section 8103 of title 38, Unitert
States Code, 1s-amended to read as follows:
'“’Lg)(l') (A) Not later than September 30 of the fiscal

vear following the fiscal year during which thiis subsection

g WHLCMA0317v110317.148.xml {(678681H2)
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I is enacted, the Secretary shall impleinent the covered

2 training curriculum and the covered eertification program.

3 “(B) In designing and implementing the eovered

4 training curriculum and the covered certification program

5 under paragraph (1), the Seeretary shall use as models

6 .existing training curricula and certification programs that

7 have been established nnder chapter- 87 of title 10, United

8 States Code; as determined relevant by the Secretary.

9 “(2) The Secretary may develop the training cur-
10 ricwlum under paragraph (1)(A}-n a manner that provides
11 such training in any combination of—

12 "(A) training provided in persory

13 “(B) training provided over an internet website;
14 or

15 “(() training provided by-another department
16 or agency of the Federdl Government.

17 #(3) The Seeretary may develop. thé certification pro-
I8 .gram umnder paragraph (1)(A)} ih a nianner that wses
19 “(A) one level of certification; or

20 “(13) more than one level of eertification, as de-
21 termined. appropriate hy the Seervetary with respect
22 to the level of certification for different grades of the
23 General Schedule.

24 “{4) The Sceretary may enter into a contract with

25 ‘an appropriate entity to provide the covered training cur-

GWHLCH 10314110317, 148:xrml (678601112}
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rievlum and the coveréd certification program under para-
graph (1}(A).

“(5)(A) Not later than September 30 of the second.
fiseal year following the fiseal vear durmg which this Act -
is enacted, the Secretary shall ensure that the majority
of eniplovées subject to the covered certification program
achieve the certification or the appropriate level of certifi-
cation pursuant to paragraph (3), as the case may be.

“(B) After carrving out subparagraph (4}, the Sec-
retary shall énsure that each eniployee subject to the cov-
ered certification program achieves the certification or the
appropriate level of certification pursuant to paragraph
(3), as the case may be, as quickly as practicable.

*(6) In thig subsection:

“(A) The term ‘covered certiffcation program’
nieans, with. regpect to employées of the Department
of Veterans Affairs who are members of oecupational
series relating to comstruetion or facilities manage-
mient, or _emplo__\_-:ees of the Department who award, or
administer eontracts for major ‘construetion, minor
construction, or nonreéeurring matnténaree, ineluding
as contract specialists or contrdeting officers’ rep-
resentatives, a program to certify knowledge and
skills relating to construction or facilities manage-

ment and to ensure that such eniployvees maintain

@AWVHLCY1103171110317.148.xm) {678651H2)
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11
12
13

adequate expertise relating to industry standards

and best practices for the acquisition of design and
coristmetion services.

“(BY The term ‘covered training curriculum’
means, with respeet to emplovees speeified in sub-
paragraph. (A), a training eurricujum relating to
construction or facilities management.”.

204. AUTHORITY TO PLAN, DESIGN, CONSTRUCT; OR
LEASE SHARED MEDICAL FACILITIES.
{a) AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Chapter 81 of title 38,

United States Code, is amended by inserting after

section: 8111A the following new section:

14 “§8111B. Authority to plan, design, construct or lease

15
16
17

a medical facility shared with other de-
partments or agencies

“(a) AUTHORITY.—Subject fo sections 8103 and

18 8104 of this title, the Sceretary of Veterans Affairs may

19 enter into agreements with the heads of other departments

20 or agencies of the Federal Government for the planning;

21 designing, eonstructing, or leasing of medical facilities to

22 be shared by the Department of Veterans Affairs and that

23 department or agency to improve the access to, and qual-

24 ity and cost effectiveness of, the health care provided by

gWVHLEM103174410317:148.xmi (678691112).
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the Veterans Health” Administration and that departnient
OT AZENCY.
“{b) TRANSFERS OF AMOUNTS FROM DEPARTMENT

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(1) With respect to a ghared
medical facility construetion preject for which the esti-

mated eosts to the Dé'pal*t.nmnt_ of Veterans Affairs do not

exeeed the amount s_pee’iﬁe(l in section 8104(a}(3)(4A) of

this title, the Seeretary of Veterans Affairs may transfer
to the partner agency amounts appropriated in. the Con-
struction, Minor Projects aceount of the Department for
use for the planning, design, or eonstruetion of the shared
medical facility.

“(2) With respect to a shared medical facility con-
struetion project for swhich the estimated costs to the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs exceed the amount speeified

" in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of this title, the Seeretary of Vet-

erans. Affairs may transfer to the partner agenéy amounts
appropriated in the Construction, Major Projécts aceoant
of the Department for use for the planning, design, or ¢ou-
struction of the shared medieal facility.

“(3) With respect to a shared medical facility lease

projeet for which the estimated costs of the lease to the

Depar’tnmnt of Veterans Affairs do not exceed the amount
specified in section -8104(a}(3}(B) of this title, the Sec-

retary of Veterans Affairs may transfer to the partner

gAVHLEG 031 741 10317.148.xml (678691112)
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agency amounts appropriated in the applicable medical ap-
propriation account of the Department for such lease.

“(@) TRANSFERS OF AMOUNTS T0 DEPARTMENT OF

VETERANS AFFAIRS.—(1) With respeet to a shared med-
1cal fa(:ilii;y construction _pl-'oj_eet for which the estimated
costs to the Department of Veterans Affairs do not exceed
the amount speeified in seetion 8104(a}(3)(A) of this title,
any amounts transferred by the partner agencyto the See-
retary of Veterans Affairs mayv be deposited in the Con-
struction, Minor Projeets account of the Department for
use for the planning, design, or construction of the shared
medical facility. Amounts so deposited shall be merged
with and available for the same purposes, and for tlic same
period, as such adcount.

“(2) With respect to a shared medical facility con-

strucetion project for which the estimated costs to the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs exceed the amount specified
in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of this title, any amounts trans-
ferred by the partuer agency to the Seeretary of Veterans:

Affairs may be deposited in the Construction, Major
3 I 7 ]

Projects aceount of the Department for use for the plan-

ning, design, or construction of the shared medical facility.
Amounts so deposited shall be merged with and available
for the same purposes, and for the same period, as such

account.

GWHLCV103171110317.148.xm! (678601]12)
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1 “(3) With respeet to a shared medical ficility lease
2 project, any amounts traunsferred by the partner agency
3 to the Seeretary of Veterans Affairs may beé deposited in
4 the applicable medical appropriation account. of the De-
5 partment for such lease. Amonnts so deposited shall be
6 available without fiscal year [imitation.
7 “(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
8 “(1) The term ‘partner ageney’ means a depart-
9 ment or ageney of the Federal Government that has
10 entered into an agreement with the Secretary of Vet-
11 erang Affairs nnder subsection {(a).
12 “(2) The term ‘shared medical facility’ means a
13 medical facility shared by the Department of Vet-
14 erans Affairs and a parther agency pursuant to an
15 agreement entered into nnder subsection (a).
16 “(3) The term ‘shared medical facility construe-
17 tion project’ means the planning, {_1_es_igning,. or cons
18 structing of a sharced medical facility pursuant to an
19 a_'greemcﬂt entered into under subsection (a).
20 “(4) The term ‘shared medical facility lease
21 project’ means the leasing of’ a shared medieal faeil-
22 ity pursuant to an agreement entered into under
23 subsection (a).”.
24 (2} CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
25 tions at the beginning of such chapter is amenﬂed
g:\WVHLCA1103174110317.148.xmi (678691[12)
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by mserting after the item relating to seetion 8111A

theé following new item:

CUBI1IE. Anthovity'to’ plan, design, construet, - ov lease a meifieal faeility: slared

“with other départmients ar hgeheies.”.
(b} DEFINITION OF MEDICAL FACILITY. —Pardgraph
(3) of section 8101 of title 38, United States i(;‘ode_, 8
amended to réad as follows:

“(3} The term “medical facility’ means any facility or

part thereof which is, or will be, under the jurisdietion

of the Seeretary, i11_Cludit1__g with regpéct to a shared med-
ical facility (as defined in seetion 8111B(d) of this title),
for the provision of health-care services (including hos-
pital, outpatient clinie, extendéd eare services, nursing’
home, or domiciliary care or medical services), including
any necessary building and auxiliaty structure, garage,
parking facility, mechanical equipiment, trackage facilities
leading: thereto, abutting sidewalks, accommodations for
attending personnel, and recreation faeilities tiSS('J_CiEI‘I:Gd
therewith.”.
SEC: 205. ENHANCED USE LEASE AUTHORITY.
(a) INn GENERAL—Section §162(a)(2) of title 38,

Uiiited States Code, is amended—

{1} by striking “only’’; and

{2} by inserting *, ‘or if ‘the lease will enhance

the use of the property,” after “housing”.

gWHLCW103174110817.148.xml {678691112)
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(b) APPLICATION.—The amendments made by sub-
section (a) shall apply with respect to enhanced-use leases
entered into on or after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

TITLE III—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 301. EXCEPTION ON LIMITATION ON AWARDS AND BO-

NUSES FOR RECRUITMENT, RELOCATION,
AND RETENTION..

Section 705{a) of the Veterans Access, Choice, and
Accountability” Act of 2014 {(Public Law 113-146; 38
U.s.C ’_?03 note) is amended, i the matter preceding
paragraph (1), by inserting “other than recruitment, relo-
cation, or retention incentives,” after “title. 38, United
States. Code,”.

SEC. 302. APPROPRIATION OF AMOUNTS.

(a) VETERANS (?-I-'[_OI(.?‘E'I’R(:)(}.I{L-u-[.——leIére 18 author-
1zed to he appropnated, and is appropriated, to the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, out of any funds in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, $2,100,000,000 to be de-
posited in the Veterans Choi¢e Fund under section 802
of the Veterans Access, Cholee, and Aceountability Act of
2014 (Publi¢ Law 113-146; 38 U.8.C. 1701 noté).

(by MINOR CONSTRUCTION AND NONRECURRING

MAINTENANCE —
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(1) IN GEXERAL.—There is authorized to be

appropriated, and is appropriated, to the Secretary

of Veterans Affairs, out of any funds in-the Treas-
urv not otherwise appropriated, $500,000,000 for
“Medieal Facilities™ for minor constritetion and non-

réenrring maintenianee projects, to be prioritized. ae-

cording to their rankings in the strategic capital in-

vestment phl‘lﬂiﬂ'g' Process:

(2) NOTIFICATION,—Not later than 30 dayvs be-
fore obligating amounts appropriated under para-
araph (1), the Secretary shall notify the Clominittees
on Veterans” Affairs of the House of Representatives
and the Senate and the Committees on A}'_)_propria-

tions of the House of Representatives and the Sen-

ate of the medical facilities and specifics of the

projects for which such amounts shall be: obligated.

{e) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—The amounts ap-

18 propriated under subscetions (a) and (b)(1) shall be avail-

19 able

for obligation or expenditure withont fiscal year limi-

20 tation.

g WHLCM 1031 75110317.148.xml (67868112,

November 3, 2047 (12;19'pm.)

|
i
i
!




