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Dr. Deborah L. Swackhamer is Professor Emerita at the University of Minnesota of Science, 
Technology, and Public Policy in the Humphrey School of Public Affairs and Environmental 
Health Sciences in the School of Public Health. She also directed the Water Resources Center 
from 2002 until 2014. She received a BA in Chemistry from Grinnell College, IA and an MS and 
PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in Water Chemistry and Limnology & 
Oceanography, respectively. After two years post-doctoral research in Chemistry and Public & 
Environmental Affairs at Indiana University, she joined the Minnesota faculty in 1987. She 
officially retired from the University in 2015, and continues to work informally with researchers 
and decision makers on water resource policy.  
 
In 2012 Dr. Swackhamer completed a 4 year term as Chair of the Science Advisory Board of the 
US Environmental Protection Agency, and served as a member of the Science Advisory Board of 
the International Joint Commission of the US and Canada from 2000-2013. She currently serves 
as Chair of the US EPA Board of Scientific Counselors. She is a member of the National 
Academy of Sciences Board of Environmental Science and Toxicology. She served as President 
of the National Institutes of Water Resources in 2011-2012.  
 
Dr. Swackhamer received the prestigious Founders Award from the Society of Environmental 
Toxicology and Chemistry for lifetime achievement in environmental sciences in 2009. She is a 
lifetime Fellow in the Royal Society of Chemistry in the UK. In November, 2014 she was named 
an Inaugural Fellow of the international Society of EnvironmentalToxicology and Chemistry. 
She received the Warren A. Hall Medal from the Universities Council on Water Resources in 
2017 for her lifetime achievements in water resources research and education.  
 


