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Education and training 
Hiram College, Hiram OH B.A. 1976 Biology and Computer Science 
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN M.A. 1978 Biology and Genetics 
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN Ph.D. 1980 Biology and Genetics 
Research and Professional Experience  
Dr. Robert Ferl is a Distinguished Professor in the department of Horticultural Sciences and is an 
Assistant Vice President for Research the University of Florida. Ferl is a Fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, a Fellow of the American Society for Plant Biology, 
and of the American Society for Gravitational and Space Research, and also served as President 
for ASGSR. Ferl’s experimental heritage is the study of gene expression in response to 
environmental change, and recently that environment has been spaceflight and extraterrestrial 
habitats. He Co-Chairs the Committee on Biological and Physical Sciences in Space for the 
National Academies of Science, has provided testimony to Congress on space biology. Among his 
honors are the 2016 NASA Medal of Honor for Exceptional Scientific Achievement and the 2016 
AIAA Jeffries Aerospace Medicine and Life Sciences Research Award, and the ASGSR Founders 
Award. Ferl also advocates field experience; he and his lab have flown with their experiments on 
many parabolic flight and other research aircraft to study aspects of the microgravity environment 
and develop flight hardware for understanding biological effects of spaceflight. Ferl also conducts 
ground-based science and works within planetary exploration analogs including the Haughton 
Mars Project in the Arctic and in Antarctic venues. He has had experiments on multiple Space 
Shuttle missions and International Space Station segments including recent launches and 
recoveries on with NASA and CASIS that emphasize cross and multi discipline approaches to 
space research. Ferl published extensively on the subject of spaceflight biology and extraterrestrial 
plant growth - and on the fundamentals of moving life off the surface of the earth. 
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Selected Synergistic Activities 
• Farming on the Moon with Neil deGrasse Tyson, Anna-Lisa Paul & Robert Ferl 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3Jz2_KBUzs&ab_channel=StarTalk  
• University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences blog - A first: Scientists 

grow plants in soil from the Moon:  https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/news/2022/05/12/a-first-
scientists-grow-plants-in-soil-from-the-moon/     

• Presentation Scientists on a mission to feed Mars – University of Florida News 2/2017. A 
public outreach description and video set surrounding our most recent space biology launch 
to the ISS https://social.shorthand.com/UFNews/uytChfNBEe/space-plants   

• UF Space Plants (http://ufspaceplants.org/). Our laboratory outreach web page, which 
contains links to our plant space biology research program. 

• NPR Science Friday. For premier of “The Martian”; how space plant biology is getting us 
closer to the goal of other planets https://www.sciencefriday.com/videos/plants-in-space/  
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/news/2022/05/12/a-first-scientists-grow-plants-in-soil-from-the-moon/
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