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John Thornton has grown Astrobotic's business of delivering affordable space 
robotics technology and planetary missions by attracting technology contracts, 
equity investment, and payload customers. Thornton was promoted to reboot the 
company 5 years ago.  He established a new corporate structure, attracted key 
personnel and developed the company’s payload business model. Thornton 
secured the company’s first lunar delivery contract and led the company to an 
additional nine payload deals for the first mission. Thornton joined Astrobotic at 
its founding in 2007 as Mechanical Engineering Lead and soon thereafter was 
promoted to Chief Engineer. He led development of the program’s spacecraft 
including Red Rover, Polaris, the Artemis lander and the Griffin lander.  
 
Prior to Astrobotic, Thornton led the build of Scarab for Carnegie Mellon, a NASA 
concept robot for lunar drilling, and the first robot to carry a prototype of NASA's 
RESOLVE payload. He managed a research program that identified a battery 
that can survive the liquid nitrogen temperatures on the Moon. Thornton also 
founded Carnegie Mellon's Advanced Composites Lab, a research, training, 
design, and manufacturing lab specializing in high performance, lightweight 
composites for robotics. Thornton holds a MS and BS in Mechanical Engineering 
from Carnegie Mellon University. 

 


