
Dennis A. Tito is the Chief Executive Officer of Wilshire Associates 
Incorporated, a leading provider of investment management, consulting and 
technology services as well as the Executive Director of the Inspiration Mars 
Foundation. 

Tito earned a B.S. in Astronautics and Aeronautics from NYU College of 
Engineering and a M.S. from Rensselaer in Engineering Science. He began his 
career as an aerospace engineer with NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory at the 
age of 23. While serving at JPL, he was responsible for designing the trajectories 
for the Mariner spacecraft missions to Mars and Venus. Although he left to 
pursue a career in investment management, Tito remained interested in and 
committed to the exploration of space. 

On April 28, 2001, Tito, who served as a crewmember of an eight-day  
Russian Soyuz taxi mission to the International Space Station, fulfilled his 40    year dream to orbit the earth.  

   In February 2013, Tito announced his intention to send a privately financed spaceflight to Mars by 2018 and 
founded the non-profit Inspiration Mars Foundation. 

 


