
Steve	Blank	is	an	Adjunct	Professor	at	Stanford	University,	a	Lecturer	at	the	University	of	
California	at	Berkeley,	and	a	Senior	Fellow	at	Columbia	University.			

Steve’s	work	on	Customer	Development	is	the	foundation	for	the	Lean	Startup	movement.		
Lean	revolutionized	how	innovation	is	taught	and	implemented	in	startups,	companies	and	
government	agencies.	Steve’s	2011	class	on	innovation	at	Stanford	was	adopted	by	the	
National	Science	Foundation	and	is	the	curriculum	for	the	Innovation	Corps	(I-Corps.)	

I-Corps	is	now	taught	at	86	colleges	and	universities	in	the	U.S.	Over	1,000	teams	of	the	
country’s	best	scientists	and	engineers	have	been	through	the	program.	

His	follow-on	class,	Hacking	for	Defense	(part	of	the	2017	National	Defense	Authorization	
Act),	allows	students	to	work	on	solving	urgent	problems	for	the	Department	of	Defense	
and	intelligence	community.	The	class	is	currently	offered	at	nine	other	universities.	

Prior	to	becoming	an	educator,	Steve	spent	21	years	as	an	entrepreneur	in	eight	Silicon	
Valley	startups.			

Steve	served	in	the	U.S.	Air	Force	during	the	Vietnam	war.	

 

	


