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Elizabeth	  McNally	  is	  a	  professor	  in	  the	  Departments	  of	  Medicine	  and	  Biochemistry,	  Molecular	  Biology	  
and	  Genetics	  at	  Northwestern	  University	  Feinberg	  School	  of	  Medicine	  where	  she	  directs	  the	  Center	  
for	  Genetic	  Medicine.	  	  Dr.	  McNally	  is	  a	  cardiologist	  who	  specializes	  in	  caring	  for	  inherited	  forms	  of	  
heart	  disease	  including	  the	  cardiovascular	  complications	  of	  neuromuscular	  disease.	  	  Dr.	  McNally’s	  
research	  has	  been	  to	  identify	  genes	  and	  the	  mechanisms	  by	  which	  genetic	  defects	  lead	  to	  heart	  and	  
muscle	  disease.	  	  A	  major	  focus	  in	  the	  laboratory	  is	  now	  to	  uncover	  genetic	  pathways	  that	  modify	  the	  
outcome	  of	  neuromuscular	  disease	  and	  its	  cardiac	  complications.	  	  	  
	  	  
Dr.	  McNally	  received	  her	  undergraduate	  degree	  from	  Barnard	  College	  at	  Columbia	  University	  in	  New	  
York	  majoring	  in	  Biology	  and	  Philosophy.	  	  She	  was	  awarded	  M.D.	  and	  Ph.D.	  degrees	  from	  the	  Albert	  
Einstein	  College	  of	  Medicine	  where	  she	  participated	  in	  the	  NIH-‐sponsored	  Medical	  Scientist	  Training	  
Program.	  	  Dr.	  McNally	  completed	  training	  in	  Internal	  Medicine	  and	  Cardiovascular	  Medicine	  at	  the	  
Brigham	  and	  Women’s	  Hospital	  and	  Harvard	  Medical	  School.	  	  Her	  postdoctoral	  fellowship	  was	  at	  
Children’s	  Hospital	  in	  Boston	  in	  the	  Division	  of	  Genetics	  and	  the	  Howard	  Hughes	  Medical	  Institute.	  	  In	  
addition	  to	  her	  research,	  Dr.	  McNally	  is	  active	  physician	  who	  established	  one	  of	  the	  very	  first	  
Cardiovascular	  Genetics	  Clinics	  in	  the	  nation.	  	  This	  clinic,	  now	  at	  Northwestern,	  provides	  counseling	  
and	  cardiovascular	  care	  for	  those	  with	  inherited	  cardiovascular	  disorders.	  	  Dr.	  McNally	  advocates	  for	  
patients	  and	  medical	  research	  through	  her	  work	  with	  the	  Muscular	  Dystrophy	  Association	  and	  Parent	  
Project	  Muscular	  Dystrophy	  Foundation,	  where	  she	  serves	  on	  advisory	  boards.	  	  She	  was	  president	  of	  
the	  American	  Society	  for	  Clinical	  Investigation	  (2011-‐2012),	  and	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Coalition	  for	  Life	  
Science	  and	  the	  Federation	  of	  the	  American	  Societies	  for	  Experimental	  Biology	  (FASEB).	  	  	  Dr.	  McNally	  
has	  been	  recognized	  as	  an	  Established	  Investigator	  of	  the	  American	  Heart	  Association	  and	  as	  a	  
Distinguished	  Clinical	  Scientist	  by	  the	  Doris	  Duke	  Charitable	  Foundation.	  	  	  
 
 

 
	  


