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     Dr. Story C. Landis began her appointment as the Director of the National Institute of 

Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) on September 1, 2003.  A native of New England, 

Dr. Landis was awarded her B.A. degree in Biology, with highest honors, from Wellesley 

College (1967), and her M.A. (1970) and Ph.D. (1973) degrees from Harvard University.  After 

postdoctoral work at Harvard University studying transmitter plasticity in sympathetic neurons, 

she served on the faculty of the Harvard Medical School’s Department of Neurobiology.  

     In 1985, Dr. Landis joined the faculty of the Case Western Reserve University School 

(CWRU) of Medicine in Cleveland, Ohio, where she held many academic positions, including 

Professor and Director of the Center on Neurosciences, and Professor and Chairman of the 

Department of Neurosciences, a department that she was instrumental in establishing.  Under her 

leadership, the CWRU Department of Neurosciences achieved worldwide acclaim and a 

reputation for excellence.  In 1995, Dr. Landis was appointed as the NINDS Scientific Director, 

and was responsible for the direction and re-engineering of the Institute’s intramural research 

program.  Beginning in 1999, in conjunction with the leadership of the National Institute of 

Mental Health (NIMH), she spearheaded a movement to bring a sense of unity and common 

purpose to the numerous laboratories, in multiple NIH Institutes, that conduct leading edge 

clinical and basic neuroscience research, which increased research cooperation and collaboration, 

and resulted in the construction of the new NIH Neuroscience Research Center, Phase II of 

which will be completed this fall. Since early 2007, Dr. Landis has also been Chair of the NIH 

Stem Cell Task Force. 



2 
 

     Throughout her research career, Dr. Landis has made many fundamental contributions to 

understanding the developmental interactions required for synapse formation, and has garnered 

many honors and awards.  In 2002, she was elected President of the Society for Neuroscience, 

and served as President-elect until her appointment as the NINDS Director in September 2003. 

Dr. Landis is an elected Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science and the Institute of Medicine of the 

National Academy of Sciences.  

 

 

 

  

   


