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David M. Turk was  sworn in as  Deputy Secretary 
of the U.S. Departm ent  of Energy on March 25, 
2021. As  Deputy Secretary, Turk s erves  as  the 
num ber two official and Chief Operat ing Officer 
of a  $ 50 billion per year organizat ion focus ed 
on a ll things  energy, bas ic s cience, and nuclear 
s ecurity. Turk has  taken a leading role in  
im plem ent ing Pres ident  Biden’s  his toric clean 
energy legis lat ion, including coordinating with  
the White Hous e, interagency partners , and the 
private s ector. With Secretary Granholm , he has  
orches t rated a  m ajor reorganization of the 
Departm ent  to create and s taff new offices  to 
dem ons trate and deploy clean energy 

technologies . Turk has  a ls o focus ed on early-s tage innovation, including the 
launch of a  s eries  of Energy Earths hots .  

Prior to his  nom ination as  Deputy Secretary, Turk was  the Deputy Execut ive 
Director of the Internat ional Energy Agency, where he focus ed on helping 
countries  around the world to m ake progres s  on their clean energy 
t rans it ions . In  the Obam a-Biden Adm inis t rat ion, he s erved for a  firs t  t im e in  
the Departm ent of Energy, including spearheading the launch of Mis s ion 
Innovation – a  global effort  to enhance clean energy innovat ion. Turk has  
a ls o been a Specia l As s is tant  to the Pres ident  and Senior Director at  the U.S. 
Nat ional Security Council, Deputy Specia l Envoy for Clim ate Change at  the 
Sta te Departm ent, and a  Staff Director of the National Security 
Subcom m ittee of the Hous e Overs ight  Com m ittee.   

Turk was  born in  Quito, Ecuador, and rais ed in Rock Falls , Illinois . He is  a  
graduate of both the Univers ity of Illinois  a t  Urbana-Cham paign and the 
Univers ity of Virginia  Law School. He and his  wife, Em ily Turk, have three 
children.  

 


