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What is your vision for civil and commercial space over the next 10, 20, and 30 years?  

     The ultimate goal must be the establishment of an undeniable United States leadership in 

the exploration and privately-owned development of space. This will reap the direct benefits of 

technological advancements and economic growth while bolstering national security.   

     We are well past the flag-planting stage, and it’s time we make our ventures into space both 

commonplace and sustainable. Twice I’ve had the honor of serving as commander of the 

International Space Station, living and working up there a total of 665 days. I can’t stress 

enough the importance of the continued expansion of our space presence. It’s no longer a 

matter of national pride. It’s our national security, our future, and possibly our very survival. 

     I recommend a 10-year plan for a sustainable exploration into space that includes the 

following: 1) Continued technology development and testing on board the Space Station, 

prioritizing expertise beneficial for missions to the moon and Mars while establishing our 

presence there. 2) The creation of a deep space infrastructure such as the Lunar Gateway, an 

orbiting station close to the moon that would facilitate robotic and human surface operations. 3) 

Further robotic exploration of Mars to better define viable locations for human missions. And 

finally, the development of technologies to utilize local resources on Lunar and Mars surfaces.  



Water for example. And minerals and other elements. We can’t really be sure yet what we’ll find. 

Which is all the more reason to go, and inherent in all this is the continued expansion of 

international and commercial partnerships.    

    The International Space Station in Low Earth Orbit is ideal for testing new and re-designed 

life support technologies that are lighter weight, smaller and more reliable. It’s my belief that 

commercial-private sector expansion will open up new markets, and establish future platforms 

for research and technology, and the government-led Lunar Gateway would allow us to test and 

assess such things as solar electric propulsion, lunar robotic exploration, the early stages of 

human habitation on the moon’s surface while taking advantage of the local resources. Again, 

mentioning water. Because with water, we can make fuel and oxygen.  

   Government-supported expansion to the moon would also serve to stoke the private sector’s 

appetite for further commercialization. For example, providing cargo carriers and lunar landers 

to the Gateway, the moon and beyond.  And developing and testing other capabilities such as 

excavation, drilling, atmosphere collection, in addition to manufacturing and construction.  

In other words, like Robinson Crusoe we need to become reasonably self-sufficient up there for 

any plan to be successful and enduring.   

Examples of Other Worldly Things to Look Forward To: 

--Mars Oxygen In Situ Experiment is planned for the Mars 2020 mission to demonstrate the 

production of oxygen from the Mars atmosphere.  Imagine that.  Humans could breathe and 

have fuel without exorbitantly expensive cargo deliveries.    

--Using indigenous resources to manufacture replacement parts, complex products, machines 

and integrated systems.   

--Building with local materials produced on the moon and Mars to provide radiation shielding, 

landing pads, roads, habitats, whatever’s needed.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

     The 20-year and 30-year plans would focus on Mars and include 1) Continued testing for 

deep space and surface technologies on board the Gateway and Lunar surface, 2) 



Establishment of Martian infrastructure for continued robotic missions and human surface 

operations, and 3) Utilization of technologies that take advantage of resources on Mars.   

Projecting ahead to 2040 or 2050, what would give you the most satisfaction in terms of 

where the space program is?  Given your expertise in human exploration, please 

comment on how human exploration fit into your vision?   

     By 2040 or 2050, I envision surface colonization and research being conducted on Mars. In 

other words, I easily can imagine people living there, and one of many astounding benefits is 

that people on Earth will benefit from the technological developments required to go where no 

one has before. And do so in a way that unites humanity in goals bigger than ourselves as 

individuals, cultures or countries.   

    Space exploration reinforces our similarities, rather than our differences.      

To what extent are the civil and commercial space sectors positioned (e.g., technology 

and research capabilities, workforce and skills, infrastructure, and plans and strategy) to 

bring your vision to fruition?   

If the United States is to continue to lead the way in space exploration, it requires stable 

funding. Plain and simple.  

How do the roles and responsibilities of government, the commercial sector, and 

international partners affect how the future of civil and commercial space 

evolves?   How, if at all, are those roles changing? 

     To lead in space, we can’t isolate ourselves.  The US government-led exploration of the 

cosmos necessarily must include international collaborations. It’s these partnerships that have 

enabled the International Space Station to be so successful. No matter the winds of politics, 

intra-governmental ties have sustained a 20-year and counting mission.  Astronauts from 

around the world have lived and worked together successfully, blasting off in rockets, re-

entering Earth’s atmosphere in crew capsules, spacewalking, fixing things, and talking about our 

families and personal lives. Yes, more alike than different, and that gives me hope for humanity. 



     Also critical in our approach, we need to include even more avenues for the participation of 

our commercial sector, taking advantage of business savvy people and flexible and innovative 

approaches.   

What are the challenges and issues regarding the future of space the Committee and 

Congress should focus on over the next two years?   

    The biggest challenge I see in future space exploration is ensuring stability and consistency. 

Coming up with a plan and sticking to it as we expand human presence deeper into space, 

while building the infrastructure to make it sustainable will lead to greater successes while 

maximizing tax payer dollars.  Congressionally developed mechanisms to protect the long-range 

mission, with minimal setbacks between election cycles would be a huge step in assuring the 

continued US leadership in space.   

 

 


