
H.R._____, the Office of Space Commerce Act of 2015 

Sponsor: Rep. Dana Rohrabacher

The Office of Space Commercialization, currently funded within the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and authorized within the Department of Commerce under 
the Technology Administration Act of 1998, is the principal unit for commercial space policy 
activities. This legislation proposes to restore the Office’s original name, “Office of Space 
Commerce,” to more accurately reflect its commercial space responsibilities. In addition, the 
legislation seeks to update the Office’s functions to reflect the current state of the U.S. 
commercial space industry. The legislation streamlines the functions of the Office to preserve 
flexibility for the Department in executing the Office’s responsibilities. The proposed legislation 
also expands the Office’s responsibilities supporting the Positioning, Navigation, and Timing 
(PNT) policy to include its stewardship of the National Space-Based PNT Coordination Office.

In 2007, the Office drafted legislation that included these changes.  In 2008, this language was 
introduced by Senator Salazar, Rep. Udall, and Rep. Feeney but was never taken up in 
Committee.  The language of this Act reflects the intent of earlier legislative proposals submitted 
by the Office.

Key Provisions

Renames the Office of Space Commercialization the Office of Space Commerce.
Updates the functions of the Office so that the Office can more effectively pursue its 
mission of fostering the conditions of economic growth and technological 
advancement of the U.S. commercial space industry. 


