
Traci Tapani is Co-President of Wyoming Machine, Inc.  Traci became an owner of Wyoming Machine in 

1994 and has shared the position of President, with her sister Lori, since 1997.  

Traci is actively involved in volunteer activities that promote math and science education, technical 

training, and careers in manufacturing.  In 2014 Traci was honored by The Manufacturing Institute with 

the Women in Manufacturing STEP Award for demonstrating excellence and leadership in 

Manufacturing and in April 2015 Traci participated in the Upskill America Summit hosted by the White 

House.  Since, then she has made many trips to Washington, D.C. advocating for strong workforce 

development policy and in May 2018 she testified on this topic before Congress.  Minnesota NAWBO 

(National Association of Women Business Owners) awarded Traci and her sister, Lori, with a Lifetime 

Achievement Award.  Traci currently serves as Board Chair at the Initiative Foundation, is a member of 

the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Small Business Policy Council.  Traci recently completed a 3-year term as 

an appointee to the Minnesota Governor’s Workforce Development Board, and a 6-year term on the 

board of the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce.  

 

 

 

MPR Interview:  http://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/04/24/tapani 

Minneapolis Star Tribune:  http://www.startribune.com/employers-are-warming-to-new-hires-that-

need-training/285666301/ 

Greater MSP (Minneapolis – St. Paul) Business Show:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYT4wJCIkWM 

STEP Award:  http://www.themanufacturinginstitute.org/Initiatives/Women-in-Manufacturing/Past-

Honorees/Past-Honorees.aspx#2014 
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New York Times:  http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/18/opinion/sunday/Friedman-You-Got-the-

Skills.html?_r=0 
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