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 Born and raised on his family’s farm, Taylor is a fifth-generation Missourian who 
has served three overseas deployments as an officer in the United States Navy. Growing 
up in the Ozarks, Taylor learned the value of hard work and dedication from life on his 
grandparent’s cattle farm. A graduate of Truman State University, later earning two 
Master’s degrees while on active duty in the Navy, he was the first in his family to finish 
college. 
 Taylor served nearly eight years on active duty before returning home, yet 
continues to serve in the US Navy Reserves as a lieutenant commander. A highly 
decorated veteran, his personal awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Joint Commendation Medal, two Navy Commendation Medals, and two Navy 
Achievement Medals. 
 In 2017, Missouri’s Governor appointed Taylor to fill a vacancy in county office, 
as Boone County’s first Republican to serve as County Clerk, where he saved nearly half 
a million dollars in his first two years in office. He also ran the highest turnout midterm 
election in 2018, where he earned more votes than any other Republican in Boone by 
running on a platform of election integrity and preventing voter fraud through 
commonsense election protections. In 2019, Taylor was named to Governor Parson’s 
administration as Director of Labor Standards for the State of Missouri. 
 Then, in 2022, Taylor joined Rost, Incorporated, as President and General 
Manager as the founders, Tim & Toby Rost, plan for the next generation of leadership in 
their company. As mid-Missouri’s premier landscape design and build firm, Rost Inc. 
now includes six divisions in the company, and a parent company of Midway Golf 
Games & 44 Tavern. 
 Taylor and his wife, Elyse, live in Southern Boone County on a few acres where 
their three boys can run and play without disturbing the neighbors. 


