
Joe Shamess is an American combat veteran special operations pilot who served in 
Afghanistan, the Middle East, and East Africa. Joe is an entrepreneur, investor, and General 
Partner at Flintlock Capital. A lifelong entrepreneur, Joe started his first business when he was 
15 years old. He's led companies through all phases of the business growth cycle, even a 
complete corporate turnaround and restructuring. As the Co-Founder and owner of Flags of 
Valor, he took the reins as CEO and led the veteran powered manufacturing company through 
the difficult trials of the COVID-19 pandemic. Joe is the Vice Chairman of the US Chamber of 
Commerce Small Business Council and a frequent speaker & writer on veteran 
entrepreneurship and small business policy issues. Most notably, he’s been asked to speak 
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