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Live here. Work here. Serve here.

Today’s D.C. National Guard remains strong with more than 2,400 Soldiers and Airmen

available to execute its missions. D.C. National Guard Soldiers and Airmen resides within the

District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, and are proud to be from the communities in

which we protect and serve.  

The D.C National Guard was formed in 1802 by President Thomas Jefferson to defend the

newly created District of Columbia. As such, the Commanding General of the D.C. National

Guard is subordinate solely to the President of the United States.  This authority to activate

the D.C. National Guard has been delegated, by the President, to the Secretary of Defense

and further delegated to the Secretary of the Army.  The D.C. National Guard is the only

National Guard unit, out of all of the 54 states and territories, which reports only to the

President. 

The D.C. National Guard provides mission-ready personnel and units for active duty in the

armed services in the time of war or national emergency.  The D.C. National Guard also

retains the mission as protector of the District of Columbia.
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