
Patty Rubstello serves as the head of the largest ferry system in North America. With 30 years 
at the Washington State Department of Transportation, Patty oversees a fleet of 21 vessels and 
ten routes which normally serve around 24-million customers a year. Commuters in the Seattle 
area and tourists and locals in isolated island communities all depend on the economic lifeline 
the system provides. Patty’s experience in design, construction, planning, traffic operations and 
tolling help ensure this critical marine highway continues to serve the people of Washington 
State. Patty is also a licensed civil engineer, and a member of Women in Transportation (WTS).  
 


