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Randal O'Toole is a Cato Institute Senior Fellow specializing in land-use and 

transportation issues. He is the author of five books, including Gridlock, which calls 

for funding transportation out of user fees rather than tax dollars. O'Toole's latest 

book, American Nightmare: How Government Undermines The Dream of 

Homeownership, shows that state and local programs aimed at discouraging urban 

sprawl create far more problems than they solve. 

O'Toole is the author of numerous Cato papers, including: 
 • “How Sustainability Threatens the American Dream,” October, 2013 
 • “Why Congress Should Abolish New Starts,” June, 2013 
 • “The Case for Privatizing Amtrak,” November, 2012 
 • “The Great Streetcar Conspiracy,” June, 2012 
 •  “Ending Congestion by Refinancing Highways,” May, 2012 
 •  “Intercity Buses: The Forgotten Mode,” June, 2011 
 •  “Fixing Transit: The Case for Privatization,” November, 2010 
 •  “Defining Success: The Case Against Rail Transit,” March, 2010 
 •  “The Citizens’ Guide to Transportation Reauthorization,” December, 2009 
 •  “Proposals for the Next Transportation Reauthorization,” September, 2009 
 •  “High-Speed Rail Is Not ‘Interstate 2.0,’” September, 2009 
 •  “High-Speed Rail: The Wrong Road for America,” October, 2008 
 •  “Rails Won’t Save America,” October, 2008 
 •  “The Future of Metropolitan Transportation Planning,” May, 2008 
 •  “Does Rail Transit Save Energy?” April, 2008 
 

An Oregon native, O'Toole was educated in forestry at Oregon State 

University and in economics at the University of Oregon. He currently resides in the 

Central Oregon community of Camp Sherman. 


