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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

July 2003 – Present 

Alaska Ocean Observing System (AOOS).  Executive Director. 

 Implement the Alaska regional component of the national Integrated Ocean Observation 

System (IOOS), including identifying and filling in observing gaps. 

 Support AOOS Data Assembly Center, Animal Telemetry Data Assembly Center, and 

associated products. 

 Facilitate Alaska Integrated Water Level Network, Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network, 

and Alaska Ocean Acidification Network. 

 Represent Alaska interests in IOOS Association and further development of national IOOS. 

 

Other current projects 

Lead PI, Vessel tracking, subsistence and oil spill scenarios, funded by National Academy of 

Sciences Gulf Research Program 

Co-PI, Marine Arctic Ecosystem Study, funded by Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

 

1993 - 2003 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council.  Executive Director.   

 Implemented policies and direction of six-member, joint federal-state Trustee Council with 

requirement of unanimity for all decisions.   

 Administered programs funded by $900 million trust fund established by settlement of 

government claims against Exxon Corporation following 1989 oil spill, including annual 

research and monitoring work plans ranging in size from $6 million - $25 million a year, and 

one of largest habitat acquisition programs in nation.  

 

Recent Professional Activities 

 2018 – present, member Ecosystem Management & Services Working Group, NOAA 

Science Advisory Board  

 2017 – present, member Climate Action Leadership Team for Alaska 

 2015 – present, Trustee, Consortium for Ocean Leadership 

 2013 – 2014, member, National Academy of Sciences Gulf Program Advisory Group.  

 2003- present, Alaska representative to IOOS Association; member, Executive Committee, 

2005-2017, past national chair (2005-2011), treasurer, and current chair Public Policy 

Committee.  

 2011 – present and 2006-2009, member national Ocean Research Advisory Panel. 

 2004 - present, Board member representing city of Anchorage and past President, Cook Inlet 
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Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council. 

 2004 – present, Alaska Sea Grant, Advisory Group member. 

 2005 – present, Fellow, Cooperative Institute for Arctic Research, University of Alaska 

Fairbanks. 

 2008 – 2013, member, National Academy of Sciences Polar Research Board. 

 2016 - present, writing team Alaska Regional Climate Assessment  

 2004 – 2006, member, National Research Council Committee to Establish an Arctic 

Observing Network.  

 

Education 

B.A. in Journalism, University of California, Berkeley, 1973. Phi Beta Kappa.  


