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J. D. STRONG was named Executive Director of the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board in October 2010. He previously served as Oklahoma's
Secretary of Environment, where he coordinated activities of the
Environmental Cabinet, including the Department of Environmental Quality,
Water Resources Board, and Department of Wildlife Conservation.

Under Strong's leadership, the OWRB updated the Oklahoma Comprehensive
Water Plan, a 50-year water supply assessment and policy strategy to meet
Oklahoma's future water needs. Strong also oversees administration of
Oklahoma’s AAA-rated $3.1 billion Financial Assistance Program, which
assists more than two-thirds of Oklahoma communities and rural water
districts in financing water infrastructure projects. Other significant programs
under Strong’s direction include the administration of almost 13,000 water
rights permits allocating more than 6 million acre-feet of stream and
groundwater, hydrologic studies, licensure of water well drillers, floodplain
management, dam safety, and a water quality management program that
includes establishment of standards and statewide monitoring of lakes and
streams. Strong represents Oklahoma on the Western States Water Council
and Chairs its Water Quality Committee, and also serves as Oklahoma’s
Commissioner on four Congressionally-approved interstate water Compact
Commissions.

A fifth generation Oklahoman, Strong grew up in Weatherford and graduated
from Oklahoma State University. While finishing his degree at OSU, Strong
began his career at the OWRB working as an environmental specialist.
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