






          November 19, 2025 

   

Tina McKinney 

Lives in Munford, Tennessee 
Works in Memphis, Tennessee 
 

Role: Mother and Advocate for Public Safety and Victims’ Rights 

 

Personal Background: 

• Mother of Officer Joseph “Rusty” McKinney, who was killed in the line of duty on 

April 12, 2024, at age 26. 

• Rusty was an Eagle Scout, devoted father, loving fiancé and dedicated Memphis Police 

Department officer. 

Focus: 

• Crime prevention and accountability in high-crime cities. 

• Reforming juvenile justice and overall bail policies to protect communities. 

• Holding District Attorneys and Juvenile Judges accountable. 

• Bring the National Guard and keep all the Federal Law enforcement agencies in 

Memphis 

 

Core Message: 

“Accountability must apply to individuals who commit violent acts and to leaders whose 

decisions enable those acts. Without accountability, justice is incomplete, and safety is 

compromised.”  

 

 

**Tina McKinney I am a mother, and voice for victims of violent crime. My son, Officer 

Joseph ‘Rusty’ McKinney, was killed in the line of duty on April 12, 2024, in Memphis, 

Tennessee. Rusty was only 26 years old—a devoted father, loving fiancé, and an Eagle 

Scout who lived with purpose and integrity. His death was not just a personal tragedy, 

but a systemic failure caused by repeat offenders and lenient policies. I am now 

dedicating my efforts to help restoring law and order, strengthening accountability in 

the justice system, and ensuring that no family endures the loss mine has suffered.**  



          November 19, 2025 

 

Proposed Testimony Draft: 

Chairman and Members of the Committee, 

 

Thank you for allowing me to speak today. My name is Tina McKinney, and I am the 

mother of Officer Joseph “Rusty” McKinney, who was killed in the line of duty on April 

12, 2024, in Memphis, Tennessee. Rusty was only 26 years old—a devoted father, loving 
fiancé and a son who lived with purpose and integrity. 

His death was not an isolated tragedy. It was the result of systemic failures—soft-on-

crime policies, repeat offenders released despite serious charges, and leadership that 

prioritized leniency over accountability. These decisions cost my son his life. 

I urge this Committee to take bold action: 

• Enforce stricter bail and bond policies for violent offenders. 

• Hold Judges, Political Leaders and District Attorneys accountable for decisions 

that compromise public safety. 

• Bring the National Guard and keep all the Federal Law enforcement agencies in 

Memphis. 

Rusty died a hero protecting others. It is time for our leaders and courts to protect those 

who remain. Memphis deserves better. America deserves better. 

Thank you for listening to the voice of a grieving mother and for considering reforms that 

will save lives. 

 


