Portland Police Chief Reveals Troops Tear-Gassed Protest
by Accident
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https://newrepublic.com/post/202443/portland-police-chief-donald-trump-protest-tear-gas-accident

ICE agents are making Portland worse, not better, according to local law enforcement.

Portland Police Commander Franz Schoening testified in court Wednesday that federal officers
had escalated a No Kings protest in the city on October 18—not because of crowd violence, but
because one of their own had accidentally shot tear gas onto the roof of an ICE facility, reported
Politico’s Kyle Cheney.

That day, federal officers tried to use a launcher to fire tear gas at protesters occupying the ICE
headquarters’ driveway. But they missed, and instead sent a can flying onto the roof of the
building, where more federal officers were stationed. Those officers mistook the friendly fire for an
attack by the protesters, and retaliated by firing tear gas and rubber bullets into the crowd,
ultimately hurting local law enforcement in the process, according to Schoening.

“The types and amounts of force being used by federal officers is disproportionate to the level of
criminal conduct or violence we’re seeing down there,” Schoening said during the first day of a
federal trial deliberating the Trump administration’s deployment of the National Guard to the
supposedly besieged city.

The trial, before the U.S. District Judge Karin Immergut, is the first instance in which a court
weighs in on whether a protest at an immigration facility constitutes a rebellion. Oregon accused
the White House in a 41-page legal complaint of having “trampled” the U.S. Constitution by
federalizing Portland’s law enforcement, arguing that Donald Trump had legitimately threatened
Portland’s peace by “inciting a public outcry.”

Schoening recalled that the city’s anti-ICE protests had been mild in September, but ramped up
once Trump got the troops involved.

Rather than rely on data before commanding the National Guard across the country, Trump
decided last month to target Rose City after he claimed he witnessed its “destruction” while
“‘watching television.” He then directed Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem to “provide all necessary Troops to protect War ravaged Portland” in order
to defend ICE and his immigration agenda, authorizing the use of “full force.”
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https://x.com/kyledcheney/status/1983596075236913344
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.ord.189270/gov.uscourts.ord.189270.1.0.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/trial-kicks-off-decide-whether-trump-legally-deployed-troops-portland-2025-10-29/
https://x.com/atrupar/status/1964081624078774294
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