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July 1, 2025

U.S. House Committee On The Judiciary
2142 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Now in our ninth year, the nationally and internationally recognized Jewish
Electorate Institute (JEI), an independent, non-partisan, non-profit organization,
continues to serve as the barometer for the Jewish electorate. We are therefore
honored to submit the following Comments for the Record to the U.S. House of
Representatives’ Judiciary Committee in support of its June 24, 2025, hearing on
antisemitism - Rising Threat: America’s Battle Against Antisemitic Terror. This
hearing, punctuated by the moving testimony of Matt Nosanchuk, reminded us
that Jewish safety in America is not a political football - it is a national imperative.

Nosanchuk, a former senior official in both the Obama and Biden Administrations
and a lifelong advocate against antisemitism, laid bare the stark realities we face.
The murder of Sarah Milgrim and Yaron Lischinsky, who were attending a Jewish
community event just blocks from his home, brought the crisis home - literally
and painfully. It also underscored a chilling truth: this could have been any one of
us. Antisemitism today does not discriminate based on geography, profession, or
even political identity. Nosanchuk rightly challenged both ends of the political
spectrum.

From the right, we've seen rising indulgence of white nationalist rhetoric,
normalization of Nazi imagery, and an embrace of conspiracy theorists. When
antisemitism is tolerated—or worse, weaponized—by public officials and
influential institutions, it emboldens violence and undermines the rule of law. The
example of the pardoning of the person wearing a “Camp Auschwitz” shirt at the
riot on the Capitol on January 6, 2021, was not just shocking to the Jewish
community — it was symptomatic of a deeper, corrosive tolerance for hate.

From the left, antisemitism also too often masquerades as political critique.

When Jews are asked to renounce their ties to Israel to participate in coalitions,

or when pro-Palestinian activism turns violent against Jews, with intimidating
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targeted rhetoric and violence, that’s not solidarity — it’s exclusion and scapegoating.
Our Jewish identity should never be a precondition for political participation.

What we need is not partisan grandstanding, but comprehensive action. That includes
implementing the Biden Administration’s well-thought-out National Strategy to
Counter Antisemitism, restoring funding for civil rights enforcement at the Justice
Department, and condemning hate, regardless of its ideological source. Nosanchuk’s
call for education, prevention, and cross-community solidarity is exactly right.

In closing, it’s our view at JEI that using antisemitism as cover for draconian
immigration or university policies erodes the democratic institutions that have allowed
Jewish life to flourish. Fighting hate must not become an excuse to violate civil
liberties - ours or anyone else’s. Our safety as Jews has always been linked to the
safety of others. In this perilous moment, we must demand more than soundbites. We
must demand seriousness, solidarity, and above all, solutions.

We are grateful to the Committee for having held this vital hearing at a
perilous moment for American Jews.

Sincerely,

Barbara Goldberg Goldman
Chairperson
The Jewish Electorate Institute
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