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Chair Roy, Ranking Member Scanlon, and distinguished members of the U.S. House Judiciary 

Subcommittee on the Constitution and Limited Government, thank you for the opportunity to provide this 

statement for the record on behalf of the American College of Obstetricians & Gynecologists (ACOG). 

ACOG is the foremost professional membership organization for obstetrician-gynecologists, with a 

membership of more than 62,000 physicians and partners dedicated to advancing women’s health. Our 

organization strongly supports, and many of our members provide, the full spectrum of reproductive 

health care. As such, our members, their staff, and their patients are uniquely harmed by efforts to 

undermine the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act that has provided needed protection 

from threats, intimidation, and violence for over 30 years. 

 

The bipartisan FACE Act was signed into law in 1994 in response to an increase in violence against 

abortion providers. Facilities and clinicians were subject to instances of vandalism, arson, bombings, 

chemical attacks, and even murder, as in the case of Dr. David Gunn of Pensacola, Florida in March of 

1993.1 In the years since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973, there have been 11 murders, 42 bombings, 

and over 200 arsons associated with anti-abortion activism.2  

 

Threats of harm against ACOG members continue to this day.3 For example, a fertility clinic in Palm 

Springs was damaged by an intentional explosion less than one year ago.4 Last month, a man in Montana 

entered the back yard of an abortion provider’s home with a gun and knocked on the window. According 

to Helena local news station KTVH, the man “told investigators he had been inspired by attacks on 

abortion clinics and providers in the 1990s.”5 He admitted to shooting at a Helena abortion clinic in 

2023.6 

 

ACOG believes that all people should have access to the full spectrum of comprehensive, evidence-based 

health care, which includes abortion and fertility care.7 Individuals seeking abortion and fertility care 

must be afforded privacy, dignity, respect, and support, and should be able to make their medical 

decisions without undue interference – including harassment, intimidation, threats, or physical attack or 

obstruction – by outside parties. Furthermore, we strongly oppose any effort that interferes in the 

relationship between a person and their health care professional, such as laws that subject our members to 

criminal penalties, lawsuits, fines, or other punishments for providing the full spectrum of evidence-based 

care. 

 

The FACE Act remains an important safeguard for ACOG members and the patients seeking their 

services. We urge the Subcommittee to consider the life-threatening dangers obstetrician-gynecologists 

continue to face as they practice medicine in an evidence-based, lawful manner. ACOG appreciates your 

consideration of our concerns and welcomes the Subcommittee to contact the ACOG Government Affairs 

department at govtrel@acog.org for further discussion of this important matter. 
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