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Tize W. Clark, right and his son, Zion Clark, participate in a walk to honor Native American and

Indigenous relatives who have gone missing or have been killed as Missing and Murdered

Indigenous Persons Awareness Day is marked in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on May 5, 2025. (AP

Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan,File)

SOUTH DAKOTA

Indian Country rewards set

SIOUX FALLS — The Federal Bureau of Investigation has established a minimum

reward of $25,000 in cases where people went missing or were killed in Indian Country,

part of a broader effort to address high rates of violence affecting Native American

communities.
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The new minimum applies to more than 50 unsolved homicides and missing-person

cases in tribal communities. Most of the cases are less than 10 years old, though a

dozen have been unsolved for more than two decades, an AP analysis found.

Victims’ families and experts are unsure the higher amounts will be enough to get

tipsters to come forward, citing people’s fears and distrust of the federal government.

“Everybody’s scared in Oglala,” said Lisa Carlow, whose father Patrick Carlow Sr. was

found dead in his Pine Ridge Reservation home in 2023. “So to me it’s like, OK, what do

you guys know that you’re not saying?”

The FBI investigates federal crimes on nearly 200 Native American reservations, along

with the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs. At the end of 2025, the FBI’s National Crime

Information Center recorded just under 1,500 active cases involving missing Native

Americans, though not all become federal cases.

Mary Kathryn Nagle, a citizen of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma and an attorney who

advocates for families of missing Native Americans, said federal investigators often

“parachute in” to investigate crimes in tight-knit communities where witnesses may stay

silent because of distrust and fear of retribution.

Still, she said, larger rewards could provide an incentive for people to talk, and show

families their loved ones’ cases are being taken seriously.

ARIZONA

Polygamous leader sentenced

PHOENIX — A polygamous sect leader already serving a 50-year federal sentence for

orchestrating sex involving children was given another 24 years in prison on Aug. 25 on

separate state convictions for child abuse for hauling girls in an unventilated trailer in

Arizona.

Samuel Bateman, 50, was convicted of three child abuse counts stemming from an

August 2022 traffic stop in Flagstaff that led to the discovery of three girls, ages 11 to 14,

in the trailer. It had a makeshift toilet, sofa and camping chairs and lacked air

conditioning and seat belts. Someone tipped off authorities about the trailer after seeing

small fingers reaching through gaps in the doors.

Bateman’s small group was an offshoot of the polygamous sect once led by Warren

Jeffs. Bateman is currently serving 50 years in federal prison for coercing girls as young
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as 9 to submit to sex acts with him and other adults and for scheming to kidnap girls

from protective custody — the story of which is the focus of the Netflix series, “Trust Me:

The False Prophet.”

Citing an “insane danger” to the girls in the trailer, among other factors, Judge Joshua

Steinlage ordered Bateman to serve the state sentence after completing the 50-year

federal sentence.

Victims urged the judge to reject Bateman’s claims that he didn’t mean to harm anyone.

One victim who was in the trailer when Bateman was pulled over described the

psychological pain she suffered. The victim, who was then 14, said Bateman took

advantage of her sexually when she was 12.

Bateman, a self-proclaimed prophet, previously claimed to have more than 20 “spiritual

wives,” including 10 girls under the age of 18.

MONTANA

Education lawsuit settled

A group of Montana students, families and tribes has reached a settlement with the state

Office of Public Instruction that’s set to bring closure to a yearslong legal dispute about

how the state implements its constitutional requirement to provide Indigenous education.

The settlement, if approved, would resolve a class action lawsuit filed in 2021 in which

plaintiffs alleged the state has failed to implement and enforce a constitutional mandate

requiring K-12 public education to recognize the “distinct and unique cultural heritage of

American Indians.”

In 1999, the state legislature enacted the Indian Education for All Act to implement that

constitutional mandate and require public schools to teach Native American history and

culture. Since 2007, the legislature has appropriated about $3.5 million annually to

school districts to fund implementation. According to the law, schools are supposed to

use the funds to develop curricula, purchase class materials and train teachers.

In 2021, a group of Montana students, families and tribes filed a class action lawsuit

against the Office of Public Instruction and the Montana Board of Public Education,

alleging that school districts were improperly using funds intended to support IEFA.

Court documents alleged that in 2019 and 2020, only 10% of Montana school districts

could account for their IEFA funding having been spent on appropriate expenses.
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A district court judge on Aug. 24 preliminarily approved the settlement, which is subject

to final court approval after a notice period. The Office of Public Instruction has agreed,

in part, to require that districts provide evidence of the law’s implementation, set

enforcement mechanisms and strengthen consultation with tribes.

WYOMING

College to add 4-year degrees

Casper College is taking a major step toward becoming a four-year institution, with two

bachelor’s degrees now moving through the approval process.

The Casper College Board of Trustees unanimously approved plans for Bachelor of

Applied Science degrees in agriculture business and human services. The programs still

need approval from the Wyoming Community College Commission, but if approved, they

would mark the first four-year degrees in Casper College’s history.

The degrees are in agriculture business and human services. The planning for the

degrees began in December when the Bachelor of Applied Science in Human Services

was first presented to the board. In January, the board received a request to begin

planning the same type of degree in agriculture business.

Vice President of Academic Affairs Kevin Hartshorn said at an Aug. 18 trustees meeting

that the college had been in conversation with the University of Wyoming to clarify that

the degree programs would not conflict with theirs.

The human services degree could prepare students for careers in counseling or case

management while also providing a pathway to a master’s degree. The agribusiness

degree builds upon the agribusiness program the college already has as an Associate of

Applied Science.
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