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Gene Schaerr specializes in handling civil appeals, writ proceedings and similar matters, both in appellate 

courts and in the kind of law-focused proceedings at the trial-court or agency level that often determine 

success or failure on appeal. He has argued and won dozens of cases in a variety of forums—including the U.S. 

Supreme Court (where he has argued seven cases), every federal circuit, and numerous federal district courts 

and state appellate courts. His win rate in the dozens of federal appeals he has argued in the past several 

years is over 75 percent.

He was a coordinator of Sidley Austin's appellate practice from 1993 until 2005, and from 2005 until 2014 was 

the chair of the nationwide Supreme Court and appellate practice at Winston & Strawn—a practice he led to 

numerous recognitions in such publications as the Appellate Hot List. His personal practice successes have 

won him repeated recognition in such publications as Best Lawyers in Washington, D.C., Legal 500, D.C. 

Superlawyers, and Best Lawyers in America. In January 2014, Mr. Schaerr formed his own boutique litigation 

�rm so that he could serve his clients without the con�icts and ine�ciencies inherent in big-�rm law practice.

Substantively, Mr. Schaerr's experience includes virtually every area of federal law, including every area of 

constitutional law, as well as antitrust, defamation, higher education law, immigration, insurance coverage, 

labor and employment, patent and trademark, privacy, product liability, warranty, tax, and general statutory 

interpretation. He has represented clients in virtually every sector, including automotive, communications, 

energy, �nancial services, health care, higher education (including religious higher education), insurance, 

maritime, pharmaceuticals, technology and state and local government. He also teaches courses in Supreme 

Court litigation, religious freedom litigation, constitutional law, and advanced litigation skills as an adjunct 

professor at the Brigham Young University law school.

Mr. Schaerr began law practice in 1987 following clerkships on the U.S. Supreme Court (for Chief Justice 

Warren Burger and Justice Antonin Scalia) and on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit (for then- Judge 

Kenneth Starr). He graduated in 1985 from the Yale Law School, where he was Editor-in-Chief of the Yale 

Journal on Regulation and Senior Editor of the Yale Law Journal. From 1991 to 1993, he served in the White 

House as Associate Counsel to the President, where he had responsibility for a wide range of constitutional 

and administrative-law issues, including those involving economic regulation, higher education, separation of 

powers, federalism and religious freedom.

https://www.schaerr-jaffe.com/



