House of Representatives, Judicial Committee

Witness Statement: Lorie Mohs

Good afternoon Chairman Biggs, Ranking member Shelia Jackson Lee and distinguished members of the
House of Representatives, Judiciary Committee. My name is Ldrie Mohs and | am grateful for the
opportunity to share my sons story with you today. My son, Blake Mohs was born on January 14, 1997
and was murdered April 18, 2023 at the young age of 26. In my sons short 26 years, he was a chef, Eagle
Scout, church youth leader, Newark Police Department Cadet; but most of all he was a friend, nephew,

cousin, grandson, bother and son.

Blake lived a life of community service, dedication to fighting for the underdog, and love for his family.

He lived life to the fullest every day, laughing often and giving the best hugs imaginable.

In early 2022, Blake became an asset protection associate for Home Depot. He worked to gain additional
experience before applying for the Newark Police. When Blakg and | spoke on our every Wednesday
calls, he would tell me about his training at Home Depot. He would explain that he was trained to locate
shoplifters within the store, document their actions, track the shoplifter through the store, chase them
out of the store and apprehend them. He wouldbring the shoplifter back into the store to complete a

theft report, take their photo and release them to the police if{the value of theft warranted.

When | asked my son about the risks of his new job with Homg Depot and if you were provided any
Personal Protective Equipment, He quickly would declare “No”} | would ask if he had been issued a

bullet proof vest, pepper spray or safety gear and he would again declare “No”.

During many of our calls we would talk about the level of theft he experienced within Home Depot.
Blake would tell of the theft rings he would help gather evidence for the local police departments on and

how excited he was to work with the officers.




Blake would tell me about the many weapons he had pulled out on him, including knives and guns by
shoplifters. When | asked about how he could manage to be safe, Blake would tell me that he could

simply hide behind a post or items to avoid being hurt or shot
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As a mom, my concerns began to grow at the lack of personal protective equipment (PPE) he had been

issued by Home Depot.

All of my concerns and fears were realized by one phone call on Tuesday, April 18, 2023... The voice over
the phone declared that my son had been shot. | quickly made a call to Eden Medical where Blake had
been transported to, to get an update. When speaking with the Emergency doctor | asked how my son

was, | urged to speak with Blake, but the doctor simply said to come as quickly as | could.

| then asked, “Do | need to gather the family?”

The answer was clear and simple “yes” the doctor declared. At that moment | knew my son was gone.

On April 18, 2023 at about 2:15 pm, my son, Blake Mohs was shot at close range by a shoplifter while

working as an asset protection officer at Home Depot in Pleasgnton, California. My son and his

teammate had been called into action, as Benicia Knapp was attempting to steal a charger from the tool

department. My son encountered Ms Knapp at the back of the store, where her get-away driver David

Guillory was waiting for her to flee the store with the stolen item. According to witness statements my
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