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Thank you to the chairman and the ranking member and the rest of the committee for the
opportunity to address you.

I am an investigative analyst who focuses on extremism. | am here to discuss the DSA’s
international activities and organizing efforts which | believe pose significant concerns for
American sovereignty and is worthy of closer scrutiny. These activities are rooted in
proletarian internationalism, a revolutionary anti-imperialist vision of global working-class
solidarity aimed at overthrowing capitalism.

The causes the DSA champions abroad are antithetical to the American project. Their
support for governments including Cuba, Iran, Venezuela, and North Korea raise serious
concerns about its willingness to minimize or disregard the authoritarian practices and
human rights abuses associated with those regimes.

DSA’s national leadership is increasingly acting as an international political actor,
developing relationships with foreign political parties, participating in foreign delegations,
coordinating with overseas political movements, and engaging in domestic political
advocacy that intersects with the interests of foreign governments.

There is a common saying inside the DSA: “Put ten socialists in a room, and you will get
eleven different answers.” The phrase reflects the organization's big-tent character, bringing
together anarchists, communists, Maoists, Marxist-Leninists, socialists, social democrats,
and others across the left." It obscures a more important question: Who has the power to
turn those eleven answers into reality?

The most obvious place to start is the DSA's primary national governing body, the National
Political Committee (NPC). Since its election in August 2025, the current NPC has pursued
an unprecedented level of international engagement.?

Across multiple countries, DSA delegations have operated through state-controlled
organizations®including Cuba's Cuban Institute of Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP),*
Venezuela's Simén Bolivar Institute for Peace and Solidarity Among Peoples (SBI),® and
China's China NGO Network for International Exchange (CNIE).®”8 These organizations
function as extensions of state power, cultivating foreign sympathizers and promoting
government interests abroad. ICAP was just sanctioned by the U.S. Treasury. The CNIE has
been identified as part of the CCCP's broader influence network, providing them with a
channel to "exert influence, often covertly, around the world."®

These delegations spend several days networking and participating in political
programming, often meeting with government officials. Upon returning to the United
States, participants are expected to translate those experiences into advocacy and
organizing. As national co-chair Megan Romer explained in the lead-up to a 2025 Cuba



delegation, “If you are going on the delegation. You need to expect that you are going to
come back and like, talk to a bunch of chapters about Cuba like that's the sort of thing
you're going to be doing. You need to be throwing down for Cuba organizing work in DSA.”

The 40-person delegation to Cuba in October of 2025 included both national co-chairs,
both Young Democratic Socialists of America (YDSA) co-chairs, and additional members of
the NPC."° The DSA later described the Cuba delegation as its "leading example of
internationalism.""" Organizers returning from the trip reported meetings with senior Cuban
government officials and outlined plans for future Cuba related organizing efforts.

In the months that followed, the DSA expanded its Cuba-focused activities through
advocacy, fundraising, material assistance, and organized travel. It participated in the
Nuestra América convoy, helped facilitate Hasan Piker’s visit to Cuba,'? launched its "Stop
the Siege" campaign,' expanded its delegation fund,’® and took part in the "Cuba Under
Siege" conference featuring virtual participation from ICAP representatives.' This
organizing continued even as the United States expanded sanctions targeting the Cuban
regime including the ICAP representatives who appeared at the conference.’® Despite
those sanctions, the DSA joined an August 2026 delegation commemorating the 100th
anniversary of Fidel Castro's birth.

The DSA has also collaborated with the Palestinian Youth Movement (PYM) on campaigns
targeting weapons logistics, including the F-35 supply chain. PYM's "Mask Off Maersk"
campaign drew congressional scrutiny after Sen. Tom Cotton and Rep. Anna Paulina Luna
raised concerns about PYM's calls to disrupt F-35 supply chains, with Senator Cotton later
urging the FBI to investigate PYM."

To quote the NPC’s Ahmed Husain, “We consider ourselves part of an international left.
Many of us do organize in multiple countries and have connections. | grew up in a left party
overseas. And we're accountable to all of our comrades, both here and overseas. We don't
see our struggles as separate, but as one.”®

Those connections have included collaboration with Samidoun, ' an organization
sanctioned by the United States in October 2024 for its role in raising funds for the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). The DSA has also long partnered?® with Marxist-
Leninist Filipino organizations that organize delegations to the Philippines, where
participants have developed ties to the New People's Army, a Maoist insurgent group that
has waged armed conflict for decades.?' The DSA likewise has maintained longstanding
ties with Nodutdol, a pro-North Korea organization that organized delegations to North
Korea until U.S. travel restrictions were tightened following the death of Otto Warmbier.



Over the years, the DSA has co-sponsored Nodutdol events, promoted its campaigns,
participated in joint protests, and supported efforts to lift the North Korea travel ban.??

This testimony has examined only a fraction of the available record. As the DSA continues
to expand its international engagements while advancing what it has described as a
“struggle to dismantle the U.S. empire,”?® Congress and the American public should seek a
fuller understanding of the organization’s partnerships and political activities.

Thank you for the opportunity to be here today and | look forward to the committee’s
questions.
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