Sean Kennedy — President, Virginians for Safe Communities

Sean Kennedy is president of Virginians for Safe Communities, a public safety and victims’ rights
advocacy nonprofit, and sits on the Fairfax County Criminal Justice Advisory Board as an
appointee of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.

Kennedy is policy director at the Law Enforcement Legal Defense Fund (LELDF) and a visiting
fellow at the Maryland Public Policy Institute.

His previous experience includes directing research at the American Enterprise Institute for former
Speaker Newt Gingrich, working as a television producer and writer for CNN, and serving as a
professional staff member on the United States Senate Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee.

Kennedy’s writing has appeared in The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, the Los Angeles
Times, CNN.com, The Chicago Tribune, The Chicago Sun-Times, The New York Daily News,
The New York Post, City Journal, and The Baltimore Sun, among other outlets. His research and
findings have also been cited by The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street
Journal, and Fox News, among others, as well as by public officials and government agencies. He
has testified before the District of Columbia Council and the Maryland General Assembly on
pending legislation and authored an amicus brief accepted by the Illinois Supreme Court in a
challenge to the state’s bail law.

Kennedy is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley, and earned a master’s degree in

history from the University of Cambridge.



