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Immigration controls and limits are now under
vigorous attack every day, and FAIR urgently needs
your support to defend our borders, national self-
determination and the American quality of life
ensured by responsible immigration limits. Any
contribution is greatly appreciated and will make a
significant impact.
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Once upon a time, the Cato Institute stood for the empowerment of American citizens by

opposing extreme governmental overreach. However, they recently seem more interested in
promoting two very different narratives: 1) corporations should hire more forelgn-born or
illegal labor and fewer American citizens, and 2) illegal aliens are better citizens than, well,

actual U.S. citizens.

The latest example of this is an “analysis” by illegal immigration apologist Alex Nowrasteh on
illegal alien crime rates in Texas. The piece, which relies almost entirely on data from the
federal State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP), claims that illegal aliens are less
likely to be incarcerated than U.S. citizens. Also, for some reason, Nowrasteh felt compelled to

dedicate the middle of his article to attacking FAIR's 2017 report on the same topic.

These conclusions are fatally flawed on several points.



First, unlike previous years, the 2019 SCAAP data for Texas is woefully incomplete. The
primary reason for the recent SCAAP discrepancies stems from the Trump administration’s
efforts to send the bulk of SCAAP awards to counties that cooperate with Immigration and
Custom's Enforcement (ICE). While so-called “sanctuary” jurisdictions may still apply for the
grants, many have stopped doing so. Texas is no exception. For example, Dallas County (the
second most populous county in the state) failed to submit a SCAAP application for 2019.
The same is true for numerous border counties that see a significant number of crimes
committed by illegal aliens. Because of this, a very large contingent of the illegal alien
population is not included in the SCAAP data for Texas - more than enough to close the gap

in Nowrasteh’s errant calculations.

Second, Nowrasteh'’s claim that SCAAP data routinely covers individual illegal aliens multiple
times during the same calendar year is unfounded. As noted in the aforementioned FAIR
study onillegal alien crime, the cycle time from arrest to conviction and incarceration is
generally six months or longer, making it highly unlikely that many illegal aliens are counted
more than once in a given SCAAP reimbursement period. Furthermore, in most counties, as
well as Texas state prisons, illegal aliens are typically turned over to ICE once their sentences
are complete. So, for the alien to be counted twice in most cases, they would need to be
transferred to ICE custody, processed, deported, re-enter the United States, then be arrested
again for a SCAAP-eligible offense. This kind of scenario is highly unlikely, and certainly would
not impact the data in any meaningful way. Rather, it is a red herring deployed by open

borders proponents to avoid an inconvenient truth.

Finally, the numbers put forth by the Cato Institute simply don't represent reality. Even if we
rely solely on the incomplete 2019 SCAAP data, and exclude those individuals who are not yet
confirmed as unlawfully present by ICE, illegal aliens are still incarcerated at a higher rate than
U.S. citizens and lawful migrants. Using the same tried-and-true formula as employed in the
2017 FAIR study, approximately 0.81 percent of illegal aliens in the state are currently
incarcerated in a state or local facility, which is slightly higher than the overall statewide total
of approximately 0.75 percent. If we include those incarcerated individuals who are almost
certainly illegal aliens, the percentage increases to 1.2 percent - or an incarceration rate that's
nearly 65 percent higher than the overall statewide total. Even then, this total does not
include those illegal aliens who were incarcerated in Dallas County or most border counties in
the state (which consists of more than 25 percent of the Texas population). If proportions in
these counties are consistent with SCAAP reporting counties, then the incarceration rate
among the illegal alien population in Texas actually increased significantly between 2017 and
2018.

Nowrasteh'’s analysis is either intentionally misleading, or else he missed obvious holes in the
primary data source. Either way, the claims are easily debunked and should be dismissed
entirely. Furthermore, this raises an important question: In a time when our country is facing
the worst border crisis in years and millions of people are still struggling due to the economic
impact of COVID-19, why is the Cato Institute trying so hard to place illegal aliens on a

pedestal above hard-working American citizens?

CATO INSTITUTE FEDERATION FOR AMERICAN IMMIGRATION REFORM ILLEGAL ALIEN CRIME

SCAAP



< PREVIOUS ARTICLE

Facing the Consequences of Biden’s Policies,
Texas Seeks to Build the Wall

[ avatar SPENCER RALEY

RELATED POSTS

NEXT ARTICLE >

House Passes Two Amnesty Bills - How Did
Your Representative Vote?

Biden's Immigration Policies are

March 28, 2022 March 1,2022

2 COMMENTS

EB-5 Investor Shagged in $5
Worsening America’s Crime Wave  Million COVID Relief Scam

A Twice-Deported, Swastika-
Scrawling Criminal Alien and
Biden’s Foolish Deportation
Policies

February 4,2022

Pingback: State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP) Data Still Show that lllegal Immigrants Have

a Low Crime Rate: A Response to FAIR | R Street

Pingback: Cato Institute’s “Analysis” on lllegal Alien Crime Latest in Long History of Poor Scholarship |

198 Immigration News

o
Your source for the latest immigration news written by
experts from the Federation for American

Immigration Reform in Washington, DC.

We're social, connect with us:

BREAKING NEWS

House Committee Putsues
Missing Biden Administration
Parole Documents

April 9,2025

How Significant Is 100,000
Deportations?

April 8,2025

Colombia and U.S. Sign
Biometrics Deal on Migration

April 8,2025

INSTAGRAM

Please enter an Access Token on the Instagram
Feed plugin Settings page



Copyright © 2019. Federation for American Immigration Reform About Us + Contributors « Site Guidelines and Policies - Federation for American Immigration Reform



