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Like NYC, Chatanooga, Tenn. overwhelmed by migrant surge from Texas

By MaryAnn Martinez
August 16, 2022 6:32pm  Updated

It's not just New York City.

Tennessee officials also have had to scramble to accommodate busloads of migrants getting dropped off without notice in Chattanooga,
they told The Post Tuesday.

In a 48-hour period over the weekend, Chattanooga helped 51 immigrants that were aboard buses shipped to the Big Apple by Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott.

https://nypost.com/2022/08/16/chatanooga-tenn-overwhelmed-by-migrant-surge-from-texas/ 1/9


https://nypost.com/2022/08/12/more-buses-with-migrants-sent-from-texas-arrive-in-nyc/
https://nypost.com/2022/08/16/chatanooga-tenn-overwhelmed-by-migrant-surge-from-texas/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://nypost.com/2022/08/16/chatanooga-tenn-overwhelmed-by-migrant-surge-from-texas/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://share.flipboard.com/bookmarklet/popout?v=2&title=Chatanooga%2C%20Tenn.%20overwhelmed%20by%20migrant%20surge%20from%20Texas&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnypost.com%2F2022%2F08%2F16%2Fchatanooga-tenn-overwhelmed-by-migrant-surge-from-texas%2F&t=1691696541441&utm_campaign=tools&utm_medium=article-share&utm_source=nypost.com
whatsapp://send?text=Like%20NYC,%20Chatanooga,%20Tenn.%20overwhelmed%20by%20migrant%20surge%20from%20Texas%20https://nypost.com/2022/08/16/chatanooga-tenn-overwhelmed-by-migrant-surge-from-texas/?utm_source=whatsapp_sitebuttons&utm_medium=site%20buttons&utm_campaign=site%20buttons
mailto:?subject=%5BShared%20Post%5D%20Like%20NYC%2C%20Chatanooga%2C%20Tenn.%20overwhelmed%20by%20migrant%20surge%20from%20Texas&body=https%3A%2F%2Fnypost.com%2F2022%2F08%2F16%2Fchatanooga-tenn-overwhelmed-by-migrant-surge-from-texas%2F%3Futm_source%3Demail_sitebuttons%26utm_medium%3Dsite%2520buttons%26utm_campaign%3Dsite%2520buttons&share=email&nb=1
https://nypost.com/2022/08/16/chatanooga-tenn-overwhelmed-by-migrant-surge-from-texas/
https://nypost.com/news/
https://nypost.com/2023/08/08/bikini-clad-women-allegedly-spat-at-bit-bus-passengers-in-ocean-city/
https://nypost.com/2023/08/08/woman-fired-after-company-uses-keystroke-technology-to-monitor-her-work-from-home/
https://nypost.com/2023/08/08/nevada-private-school-teacher-accused-of-having-4-year-sexual-relationship-with-student-report/
https://nypost.com/2023/08/10/woman-charged-with-performing-sex-act-on-her-dog-after-ex-boyfriend-finds-disturbing-footage/
https://nypost.com/2023/08/10/schizophrenic-man-who-gouged-eyeballs-in-jail-wins-2-55m-in-settlements/
https://nypost.com/2023/08/10/tiffany-gomas-begs-people-not-to-judge-after-american-airlines-tirade/
https://nypost.com/2023/08/10/maryland-teacher-vanished-just-days-before-slaying-of-rachel-morin/
https://nypost.com/2023/08/09/duo-charged-with-murder-of-homeless-women-while-hobo-hunting/
https://nypost.com/

8/10/23, 3:44 PM Chatanooga, Tenn. overwhelmed by migrant surge from Texas

Migrants get on a bus to New York City from Texas as a National Guard officer stand to
send them off.

Go Nakamura

“Alot of folks are just lost,” said Ellis Smith, Chattanooga’s director of special projects.

“They come from another country where they speak another language and they’re dropped off in the middle of America. Many of them just
need help or need a finger pointing in the right direction to get to their next step.”

Smith said four of the migrants that stopped in his city were picked up by family, while th
Ohio, Chicago and Florida.

Refugees arriving at 7am at the Port
Authority on Aug. 15
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Chattanooga officials have helped 51 immigrants headed to New York City from Texas in 48
hours.

Dade County Sheriff's Office

S

Immigrant children were spotted getting off the bus in Tennessee and asking for money and
food when the bus stopped.

WTVC

Refugees arriving at 7am at the Port
Authority on Aug. 15
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Arrests at the US-Mexico border is on pace to top 2 million for the first time ever.

Go Nakamura

The city did not track how many immigrants were passing through before last weekend.

New York has also been faced with an influx of migrants relocated from the Lone Star State — with Mayor Eric Adams planning to convert
a luxury Times Square hotel into an intake center and shelter for as many as 600 migrant families.

MORE ON:
US BORDER

With city-killing costs for migrants, Adams must demand feds close border
Dems hate Texas’ Rio Grande border barrier because it WORKS
Border agents save 7 endangered spider monkeys being smuggled in a backpack

Armed men believed to be Mexican cartel members wearing body armor spotted crossing southern border into Texas

Like Gotham, Chattanooga officials did not get a heads up from Texas that the migrant buses were headed their way, Smith said.

Instead, officials in the southeastern city learned of the sudden drop-offs after hearing reports that asylum seekers were seen near gas
stations and hotels, where charter companies stop to switch out drivers, Smith said.

In one incident, immigrant children were spotted getting off the bus and asking for money and food when the bus stopped near a
McDonald’s, according to local TV station WTVC.

The city said it's working to coordinate with the charter bus company so city officials and nonprofits can be at the drop-off location to assist
the immigrants if they do stop in Chattanooga. Nonprofits in the city are providing immigrants with blankets, snacks or rides to the airport.
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Chattanooga officials did not get a heads up from Texas that the migrant buses were
headed their way.

WRCB

“These are migrants that have been screened by the Department of Homeland Security. They are legally seeking asylum — which is a
protected legal status,” said Smith who added that the immigrants are not staying in town overnight.

The migrant surge comes as the arrests at the US-Mexico border is on pace to top 2 million for the first time ever — after already shattering
last year’s record.
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Chatanooga, Tenn. overwhelmed by migrant surge from Texas

All T see in the photos are grown men, and why are they here? I feel sorry for Chatanooga but they are

your problem now and if you don't get a handle on it immediately then it is only going to get worse.
Having kids panhandling is atrocious but this is on Dementia Joe and company.
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Trekker2
16 August, 2022

Wake up Democrats this involves you and you will pay for it thru crime, drugs, gangs and unprecedented
violence. You will grasp for air, and say, but we are liberals, and we except illegal immigrants, and then

you hopefully conclude that you have been hoodwinked by your masters. When you have Illeg...See

more
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Petey
16 August, 2022

They aren't migrants - they're illegal aliens. They'll be voting Progressive/Socialist in all upcoming

elections.

Taxpayers continue to pay.
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