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January 10, 2023 

The Honorable Andy Biggs  
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515  

Dear Representative Biggs: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the safety and welfare of children entering the United States 
unaccompanied and referred to the care and custody of the Administration for Children and 
Families’ (ACF) Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR).  

By law, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is required to provide care 
specifically to unaccompanied children referred to ORR by the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS).  See 6 U.S.C. 279; 8 U.S.C. 1232(b).  An unaccompanied child is a child who 
has no lawful immigration status in the United States; has not attained 18 years of age; and with 
respect to whom (i) there is no parent or legal guardian in the United States, or (ii) no parent or 
legal guardian in the United States is available to provide care and physical custody.  ORR’s 
primary mission is to unify unaccompanied children with vetted sponsors as safely and quickly 
as possible.  ORR takes into consideration the unique nature of each child’s situation and 
incorporates child welfare principles when making placement, clinical, case management, and 
release decisions that are in the best interest of the child.  

Sponsors undergo a robust screening process that includes background checks, interviews, 
review of supporting documentation, and case studies or home visits as applicable.  The process 
of the safe and timely release of a child from ORR custody involves several steps, including the 
identification of sponsors; sponsor application; interviews; and the assessment (and evaluation) 
of the sponsor’s suitability, including verification of the sponsor’s identity and relationship to the 
child.  ORR requires a background check of all potential sponsors and their adult household 
members as appropriate. ORR performs a public records check and sex offender registry check 
on all prospective sponsors, including parents/legal guardians (“Category 1” sponsors) and 
“Category 2A” sponsors (grandparents, adult siblings, and aunts/uncles/first cousins who were 
previously primary caregivers).  ORR Unaccompanied Children Program Policy Guide Section 
2.5.1 provides a table with the types of background checks performed and explains when they 
are done based on the potential sponsor’s relationship to the child and other release 
considerations. 

To that effect, ORR also conducts a thorough assessment of potential sponsors’ suitability (e.g., 
proof of sponsor-child relationship; the sponsor’s strengths, resources, and/or risk factors), as 
well as their ability to provide protection from abuse, abandonment, neglect, and other harm. 
ORR evaluates a child’s risk and resiliency factors and their unique needs to make a release 






