
IMG TASKFORCE 

I 028 Oakhaven Road Memphis, 
TN 38119 

April 7, 2020 

VIA EMAIL 

Jessica Stewart 
HHS/Office of Global Affairs 
Switzer Building, Room 2008 330 
C Street, SW Washington, DC 
20201 

Thomas Alexander
Deputy Director of Global Affairs 
HHS/Office of Global Affairs 
Switzer Building, Room 2008 350 
C. Street, SW Washington, DC 
20201

Michael Berry 
HRSA/Bureau of Health Workforce 
Park.lawn Building, Room 11 W-56 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, MD 20857 

Re: Expansion ofI-ffiS Clinical Waiver Program to Address the Covid-19 Pandemic 

Dear Ms. Stewart, Mr. Berry and Mr. Alexander: 

The International Medical Graduate Taskforce respectfully writes to urge the Department of 
Health and Human Senices (HHS) to immediately exercise its existing statutory and regulatory 
authority to expand the physician workforce in the United States by designating the entire country 
as a shortage area and to accept clinical J-1 waiver applications from any physician and any facility 
that agrees to provide care to Medicare or Medicare-eligible patients. 

The International Medical Graduate Taskforce is a nationwide coalition of professionals in 
medicine and law dedicated to helping Americans, especially those in rural and other physician
shortage areas, obtain the basic medical services they so desperately need and deserve. Our 
members work on behalf of universities, teaching hospitals, medical centers, and clinics of all 
sizes, and on behalf of IMG physicians seeking necessary authorizations, including J-1 waiver 
applications. As such, members of our organization have occupied a front row seat from which to 
observe the success of the Conrad State 30 Program since its inception in 1994. However, we have 
witnessed an increased need for medical professionals. The cap of 30 waivers per state limits 
many states' ability to meet the needs of underserved populations, from low-income urban 
communities receiving care at hospitals in our nation's poorest neighborhoods, to farming 
communities served by small medical practices. For this fiscal year alone, to date, 27 of the states 
have filled their 30 waiver spots and another 12 only have a few waiver spots available. 








