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STATEMENT	OF	UNITED	FOOD	& COMMERCIAL	WORKERS	UNION	AND
FOOD	MANUFACTURERS	IMMIGRATION	COALITION

ON	IMMIGRATION	REFORM	LEGISLATION

We	join	Americans	across	the	country	and	call	for	congressional	action on	U.S.	
immigration	policy.		We	join	those	committed	to	work	toward	a	comprehensive	approach	
that	serves	our	country’s	interest by promoting	fairness	and	the	rule	of	law and	contributes	
effectively	to	our	economic	well-being	and	recovery.			We	support	reform	that	recognizes
the	US	economy’s	current	and	future	need	for	permanent	workers	to	support	growth.		
America	has	always	been	a	nation	of	immigrants.		Now	is	the	time	to	create	a	modern,	21st

century	legal	immigration	system	that	reflects	our	national	interests	and	values.					

We	support	a	comprehensive	immigration	reform	that:

 Ensures	smart	and	effective	enforcement	that	protects	our	borders,	fosters	
commerce, and	promotes the	safe	and	legitimate	movement	of	people	and	goods	at	
our	ports	of	entry.		

 Establishes	a	workable	employment	verification	system	that	defines	rights,	
responsibilities	and	protections	for		workers	and	employers on	which	both	can	rely.		
Provides	for	enhancement	of	the	current	verification	program	to	ensure	that	
employment	verification	can	be	applied	uniformly	and	effectively,	such	as	the	E-
Verify	Self	Check.		Compliance	with	employment	and	antidiscrimination	laws	should	
be	transparent,	not	a	guessing	game.		Employment	verification	should	not	be	
restricted	to	a	biometric	process.		

 Renews	our	commitment	to	earned	citizenship	that	fully	integrates	undocumented	
immigrants	into	our	way	of	life, affirming	our	shared	rights,	protections	and	
responsibilities	by	providing	a	pathway	to	citizenship.

 Protects	the	sanctity	of	family	by	reducing	the	family	backlogs	and	keeping spouses,	
parents	and	children	together.		

 Creates	a	process	for	determining and	addressing the	need	and	allocation	of	
employment	based	visas	to	provide	safe	and	legal	avenues	for	foreign	workers	to	fill	
future	workforce	needs.		Establishes an	independent	government	office to	ensure	
that	migration	meets	the	needs	of	employers	and	the	American	economy.				Creates	a	
new	occupational	visa	for	non-seasonal,	non-agricultural permanent	positions	 not	
covered	by	other	visa	programs.		Requires	the	new	office	to	provide	real-time	
empirical	data	on	labor	markets	and	wages	so	that	employers	can	recruit	effectively	
and	policy	makers	can	legislate	based	on	relevant	evidence	and	avoid	ideological	
arguments.

 The	purpose	of	the	new	occupational	visa	is	to	enhance	the	productivity	of	U.S.	
companies that	utilize	permanent	non-seasonal	non-agricultural	labor, to	the	
benefit	of	U.S.	workers	and	U.S.	employers	alike.		Any	new	independent	government	
office	should	focus	on	analyzing the	availability of	able, willing	and	qualified	U.S.	
workers,	in	conjunction	with	employer	recruitment	efforts.		If	such	U.S.	workers	
cannot	be	found	by	employers	in	a	reasonable	period	of	time,	the	government	office	
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should	facilitate	the	entry	of	foreign	workers	to	fill	the	vacant	positions	-- consistent	
with	the	purpose	of	the	new	visa	category.

We	support comprehensive	immigration	reform	that	reflects	both	our	interest	and	our	
values	as	Americans	and	is	consistent	with	our	nation’s	commitment	to	opportunity,	
fairness	and	equality.			It	is	time	to	move	forward,	time	for	us	to join	together	to	enact	
immigration	reform.		


