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A new piece of legislation has been introduced to speed up the hiring process at the severely-
understaffed Bureau of Prisons (BOP) by granting the agency direct-hire authority.

With strong support from the AFGE Council of Prison Locals, the BOP Direct-Hire Authority Act
(https://grothman.house.gov/uploadedfiles/bop_direct-hire_authority_act_text.pdf) has been
introduced to provide direct-hire authority for all BOP facilities until each of them reaches a 96%
staffing "evel.
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The bipartisan bill was introduced (https://grothman.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?
DocumentiD=3752) by Reps. Glenn Grothman, R-Wisc. and Matt Cartwright, D-Pa. It currently has 11
CO-SpONSOrsS.

Staffing at BOP has gone down from 43,369 employees in January 2016 to 35,000 employees in
September 2022. It takes at least 105 days and even up to six months for BOP facilities to hire new
employees as applicants must be processed through the Office of Personnel Management.

“The current staffing levels in BOP institutions have reached dangerously low levels, posing
significant risks to both staff and inmates,” said AFGE Council of Prison Locals President Brandy
Moore White. “Insufficient staffing within the Bureau of Prisons has far-reaching consequences,
affecting prison operations, inmate management, and overall institutional functioning,”

“In fact, in FY2023, there were over 7,700 vacancies for correctional officers within the BOP. We firmly
believe that the enactment of the "BOP Direct-Hire Authority Act" into law will play a vital role in
ensuring the safety and security of our prison facilities,” she added.

Chronic understaffing has led to an unprecedented exodus of workers, effectively wiping out all the
record hiring efforts of mid-2021. Requiring employees who normally work as cooks, nurses, and
teachers to perform the duties of correctional officers - known as augmentation - was initially
justified so that BOP wouldn’t have to hire new staff for a week or so while officers were out doing
training, but the agency has abused the practice due to staffing cuts.
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A federal judge last week said he would pause the forced relocation of U.S. Department of
Agriculture employees following the filing of a new lawsuit challenging the agency’s reorganization
plan.

Read More (/link/378cd40cb7604a8184d7d364b91abadé.aspx)

Proposed NPS Reorganization Will Make It Harder for Federal Workers to
Maintain Parks (/link/9fb32bdc78aa491bacfb2067591a718a.aspx)
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AFGE leaders are warning that the Trump administration’s plans for a major reorganization of the
National Park Service will worsen existing staffing and resource shortages and make it harder for
federal employees to maintain our nation’s natural and cultural resources.

Read More (/link/9fb32bdc78aa491bacfh2067591a718a.aspx)

Your Jobs, Your Rights, Your Benefits On the Line This November
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AFGE VOTES 2026

Your rights. Your retirement. Your benefits. Your pay. On the ballot.

(Mlink/953da4577e9f410483076a45c98848a4.aspx)

The outcome of the congressional mid-term elections on Nov. 3 will affect no one quite like federal
and D.C. government workers.

Read More (/link/953da4577e9f410483076a45c98848a4.aspx)
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