
Dr. Carol Swain embodies the American Dream. Born into abject poverty in rural Southwest 
Virginia as one of twelve children and a junior high dropout, she rose through unwavering 
determination to earn five advanced degrees: a B.A. magna cum laude in criminal justice 
from Roanoke College (Phi Beta Kappa founding member), a Ph.D. from UNC-Chapel Hill, 
and a Master of Studies in Law from Yale. She achieved early tenure at Princeton University 
and full professorship at Vanderbilt, serving as Professor of Political Science and Professor 
of Law. 

 A fierce defender of America, constitutional principles, and the rule of law, Dr. Swain is a 
leading expert on politics, race relations, immigration, and policy. The U.S. Supreme Court 
has cited her work three times. She has authored or edited over a dozen books—including 
titles from Cambridge and Harvard University Press—with her latest, Diversity Without 
Discrimination: How to Promote a Culture of Unity in a Post-DEI/Affirmative Action World. 
Appointed three times by U.S. Presidents, she served on the 1776 Commission, the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Tennessee Advisory Committee to the 
U.S. Civil Rights Commission. In 2025, she received the Frederick Douglass Lifetime 
Achievement Award for her conservative service to the nation.  

As an entrepreneur, Dr. Swain founded and leads Carol Swain Enterprises, LLC, and REAL 
Unity Training Solutions, providing innovative alternatives to divisive DEI programs that 
foster true unity, respect for civil rights, and equality under the law—ideal for law 
enforcement and public institutions seeking harmony and effectiveness. A frequent 
commentator on Fox News, CNN, ABC, CBS, and more, with op-eds in the New York Times, 
Wall Street Journal, and beyond, Dr. Swain inspires audiences with her courageous 
commitment to unity, constitutional values, and America's enduring promise. 

 


