Democracy Dies in Darkness

Leaked Stephen Miller emails show
Trump’s point man on immigration
promoted white nationalism, SPLC
reports

November 13, 2019 More than 6 years ago

By Kim Bellware


https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/kim-bellware/
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=ad5aed58-f9a2-4348-9506-52283c9f05f6&ag=cpotyx8&sfe=1c45661b&sig=FXpydQ2jAPkQcTCrSZEsQ1HfBKJ6cmJPYwHPG3s-Xhk.&crid=mlf9my60&cf=10415366&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.washingtonpost.com&rcats=y29,njg&mste=&mfld=3&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=teadstv&uhow=84&agsa=&wp=2.0106406&rgz=20003&dt=PC&osf=Windows&os=Windows10&br=Chrome&svpid=5856&rlangs=en&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=32.660000000000025&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&crrelr=&npt=&cc=3~KLUv_WPYfRZoVQR1FwATo35QAgSJEmCEBzXmuaoTVFXWBlVJoCiYWGOHaooCpSSK-AuuvVdIBkao7F7odILiwZy9MsCfP60DlJihshCHSGHphhNIe-AdXhbYQSYDCpdNU5h-diCaAI-HratLegtv-VmR5l80tanjzPf46n5SnVNqpdleo_47QrW4V-7GaZqMBP6A_zztxUoc1brtkfm1p5N-tWdbZTH2j-Z-VqUuhp3_XttjecieTowSd8FnLrO-uNps4_pulHn9j7d0x83makjfPPy9XkBeWuwWp7VmjX27vt_b69LsZL_LZPh0i-PZOdFOSukatoh9qzr7ScQtZXlvjuqU06qRyAPauf-lX_BuKx5ld96cs_mPTOK7_MYVHpu6sduL6yIxxok9WZ-zMqXGezeD7VmcjMbtLl1LYb9i9xbSWecyu2xGadFu3K3VPX9LM2atsaE0d42bMKIu67NpOiWXC-PKej8p3-MVoVS-SUxNdq7gKo-dbO_rUCs0DhHHIfI42e_2Xu_wW-O0XvM1fMMBIZSJwwUtJ5KoIUKniBoqlwc8jmgxw4lLGBKgek-CHu8ASLHwIEahRJEfrSzlbO2jziieVhgerqH5FD4Lo8JQ0Pn99_n8vkF0DQiExIkVbHOh-b9JTwrfhiE4UtjwLfcqnfJTMEsVgGwwAdDCDVfMlmmIE2QjY0T8nBFrqQKGMIR-ckc2FHSdW1OChSBaxnQ-4INasJ1uwxnzhuLwWkklg995EzRmjCzevmPhODFrkVIdh_dqr0tqyQ0A0NtCduhfXNKy0cMSkLj6BFYsf3E_hliQkI5ixJlAjRJF6gYEpn_xrNH4HBaDXKUELNmgthlcl97-dWEruh5ohV8T6XwqmIi3IvOy7L3Mx7xeaOKsx-lmRGEIUYesAJ2yK1yvXmLbm7HnJ2aLkg8pA6f0uhqt7bQ6P0uVbr6HTjXPRDGLwddWxugL81FET4Pz7x0IrWc8E3JxW-MRM52w6japIN195tPq6LQfggE.&dur=1~KLUv_WMFoCgkSwCdBQAzSSOqHOzggIyXFZAFRhBAET4RXEAGSwkcsEKAjAwqbEg6BvNPRkpOGfSmJgFMcsZbAEe7eVVA_aVpN2MdCQBNVFTs0IWYV8OpgGw497B5lYCGlHJyjqpMddifMoVJKgv-eR11V1xdpmBTcseoR6jICxFMSqvJCOaTIo4dMcIdfrwdTkYGFTa8ZETk1HGmIQUK_Abt-ge1aiH58pLyzgf0Cx-5FPxBmX4i5_yX3GT3A8QkmA..&durs=Td-mLK&bdc=131&uidd=KqmWNOcoQODyByygLF6PvLVBj1tKoUCsvXFxeO5Gz1znFneY&idl=Xi3007jhvhkv4T7zWQBo54z684DJvbBEM7XoisKdDOV81VW51OzXajYTyI9M8_Zf9v3j97&testid=b1a%7Cdam%7Ciavc1%20&fpa=287&pcm=3&ict=Unknown&said=05c5a409-2381-427c-9755-04349cb5b6bd_05c5a409-2381-427c-9755-04349cb5b6bd&auct=1&us_privacy=1YNY&tail=1&r=https://teamlynx-xm30.rheinmetall-arv-us.com/?utm_source=&utm_medium=paid-display&utm_content=defenseindustrialbase&utm_campaign=FY26&utm_term=titletargeting
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=ad5aed58-f9a2-4348-9506-52283c9f05f6&ag=cpotyx8&sfe=1c45661b&sig=FXpydQ2jAPkQcTCrSZEsQ1HfBKJ6cmJPYwHPG3s-Xhk.&crid=mlf9my60&cf=10415366&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.washingtonpost.com&rcats=y29,njg&mste=&mfld=3&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=teadstv&uhow=84&agsa=&wp=2.0106406&rgz=20003&dt=PC&osf=Windows&os=Windows10&br=Chrome&svpid=5856&rlangs=en&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=32.660000000000025&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&crrelr=&npt=&cc=3~KLUv_WPYfRZoVQR1FwATo35QAgSJEmCEBzXmuaoTVFXWBlVJoCiYWGOHaooCpSSK-AuuvVdIBkao7F7odILiwZy9MsCfP60DlJihshCHSGHphhNIe-AdXhbYQSYDCpdNU5h-diCaAI-HratLegtv-VmR5l80tanjzPf46n5SnVNqpdleo_47QrW4V-7GaZqMBP6A_zztxUoc1brtkfm1p5N-tWdbZTH2j-Z-VqUuhp3_XttjecieTowSd8FnLrO-uNps4_pulHn9j7d0x83makjfPPy9XkBeWuwWp7VmjX27vt_b69LsZL_LZPh0i-PZOdFOSukatoh9qzr7ScQtZXlvjuqU06qRyAPauf-lX_BuKx5ld96cs_mPTOK7_MYVHpu6sduL6yIxxok9WZ-zMqXGezeD7VmcjMbtLl1LYb9i9xbSWecyu2xGadFu3K3VPX9LM2atsaE0d42bMKIu67NpOiWXC-PKej8p3-MVoVS-SUxNdq7gKo-dbO_rUCs0DhHHIfI42e_2Xu_wW-O0XvM1fMMBIZSJwwUtJ5KoIUKniBoqlwc8jmgxw4lLGBKgek-CHu8ASLHwIEahRJEfrSzlbO2jziieVhgerqH5FD4Lo8JQ0Pn99_n8vkF0DQiExIkVbHOh-b9JTwrfhiE4UtjwLfcqnfJTMEsVgGwwAdDCDVfMlmmIE2QjY0T8nBFrqQKGMIR-ckc2FHSdW1OChSBaxnQ-4INasJ1uwxnzhuLwWkklg995EzRmjCzevmPhODFrkVIdh_dqr0tqyQ0A0NtCduhfXNKy0cMSkLj6BFYsf3E_hliQkI5ixJlAjRJF6gYEpn_xrNH4HBaDXKUELNmgthlcl97-dWEruh5ohV8T6XwqmIi3IvOy7L3Mx7xeaOKsx-lmRGEIUYesAJ2yK1yvXmLbm7HnJ2aLkg8pA6f0uhqt7bQ6P0uVbr6HTjXPRDGLwddWxugL81FET4Pz7x0IrWc8E3JxW-MRM52w6japIN195tPq6LQfggE.&dur=1~KLUv_WMFoCgkSwCdBQAzSSOqHOzggIyXFZAFRhBAET4RXEAGSwkcsEKAjAwqbEg6BvNPRkpOGfSmJgFMcsZbAEe7eVVA_aVpN2MdCQBNVFTs0IWYV8OpgGw497B5lYCGlHJyjqpMddifMoVJKgv-eR11V1xdpmBTcseoR6jICxFMSqvJCOaTIo4dMcIdfrwdTkYGFTa8ZETk1HGmIQUK_Abt-ge1aiH58pLyzgf0Cx-5FPxBmX4i5_yX3GT3A8QkmA..&durs=Td-mLK&bdc=131&uidd=KqmWNOcoQODyByygLF6PvLVBj1tKoUCsvXFxeO5Gz1znFneY&idl=Xi3007jhvhkv4T7zWQBo54z684DJvbBEM7XoisKdDOV81VW51OzXajYTyI9M8_Zf9v3j97&testid=b1a%7Cdam%7Ciavc1%20&fpa=287&pcm=3&ict=Unknown&said=05c5a409-2381-427c-9755-04349cb5b6bd_05c5a409-2381-427c-9755-04349cb5b6bd&auct=1&us_privacy=1YNY&tail=1&r=https://teamlynx-xm30.rheinmetall-arv-us.com/?utm_source=&utm_medium=paid-display&utm_content=defenseindustrialbase&utm_campaign=FY26&utm_term=titletargeting

In the lead-up to the 2016 election, White House senior adviser Stephen Miller sought to promote white
nationalism, far-right extremist ideas and anti-immigrant rhetoric through the conservative website

Breitbart, a report released Tuesday by the Southern Poverty Law Center claims.

The report is the first installment in a series that draws on more than 900 emails that Miller sent to a
Breitbart writer over a 15-month period between 2015 and 2016 and that were given to the SPLC. The
report describes emails from Miller as overwhelmingly focused on race and immigration and
characterizes him as obsessed with ideas such as “white genocide” (a conspiracy theory associated with

white supremacists) and sharply curbing nonwhite immigration.
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In the wake of the news Tuesday, at least three members of Congress, including Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.), called for Miller to resign.

Miller declined to comment Wednesday. White House press secretary Stephanie Grisham said via email
Tuesday that she had not seen the report but called the SPLC “an utterly-discredited, long-debunked

far-left smear organization.”

“They are beneath public discussion, even in The Washington Post,” Grisham said of the civil rights

nonprofit.

Among the more damning exchanges highlighted in the SPLC report, one describes how Miller directed
a Breitbart reporter to aggregate stories from the white supremacist journal American Renaissance, or
“AmRen,” for stories that emphasize crimes committed by immigrants and nonwhite people. According
to emails excerpted by SPLC, Miller moved the conversation from email to a phone call; Katie McHugh,
the recipient of the call, confirmed to The Post the timeline and that Miller discussed an American

Renaissance story.
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In another email SPLC highlights, Miller is apparently upset that Amazon removed Confederate battle

flag merchandise from its marketplace in the wake of the 2015 Charleston church shooting. (Amazon

chief executive Jeff Bezos owns The Post.)

Others reportedly show him promoting “The Camp of the Saints,” a racist French novel popular among

white nationalists.

SPLC’s report indicates that Miller was widely successful in molding the race- and immigration-focused
stories that appeared on Breitbart. It repeatedly details how an email from Miller corresponded to a

related article later appearing on the site.
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According to an August 2019 Post profile, Miller is “the singular force behind the Trump

administration’s immigration agenda,” which produced the family separation policy affecting people
seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border and the 2017 executive order to ban travelers to the United

States from majority-Muslim countries. He is aware of the criticism of his beliefs. In response to claims

that he holds racist views, Miller, who is Jewish, previously told The Post that anyone who labels him a

racist is “an ignorant fool, a liar and a reprobate who has no place in civilized society.”

The emails were provided to the SPL.C by McHugh, a former Breitbart writer and editor who exchanged
scores of messages with Miller during his time transitioning from a press aide for then-U.S. Sen. Jeff

Sessions (R-Ala.) to a senior adviser with then-candidate Donald Trump’s presidential campaign.

Breitbart fired McHugh in 2017 over anti-Muslim tweets; McHugh has since denounced her association

with white nationalism and the far right.
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McHugh “is well aware of the risks she took in giving us the material and confirming information,” said

SPLC investigator Michael Edison Hayden, who wrote the report. “I think that’s incredibly brave.”

The SPLC shared with The Post seven pages of emails that are directly cited in the report by Hayden.

The Post has not independently verified the emails, though McHugh confirmed to The Post on
Wednesday that she exchanged the emails with Miller referenced in the SPLC report. Hayden told The
Post that he made contact with McHugh earlier this year as she was formerly on the periphery of
several extremist groups he was following. McHugh was familiar with his work, Hayden said, and
mentioned having materials she wanted to show him. After allowing him to view the emails on what

Hayden recalled was “a very old computer,” McHugh ultimately decided to release the emails to him.



“What Stephen Miller sent to me in those emails has become policy at the Trump administration,”
McHugh said to the SPLC.

During his time as a press aide for Sessions, Miller was known to send a “massive volume of

information regarding U.S. immigration policy to reporters at all times,” McHugh told The Post. The
narrative of that information conformed to Miller’s views of immigration and immigration restrictions,

she said.

While Miller references mainstream news outlets — including Vox and MSNBC — among the links in
the seven pages of emails reviewed by The Post, McHugh said the fact that Miller’s emails also include

links to sites prominent within white nationalism is notable.

“I would ask why a high-level staffer working in a senator’s office is distributing links from white
nationalists’ sites — and [ask] how he became familiar with them, or why he was comfortable sharing
them with a news outlet,” she said, referring to Breitbart. Sites like American Renaissance would not be
known by mainstream readers, she said. “It’s well-known in white nationalist circles but very obscure to

even Republicans.”


https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/interview/robert-costa-2/#91

Several years on from the email exchanges, Miller is probably at the height of his power within the West

Wing. As The Post previously reported, Miller is one of Trump’s longest-tenured advisers — along with

Kellyanne Conway, and Trump’s daughter Ivanka Trump and son-in-law Jared Kushner — and the
most influential adviser shaping the Trump administration’s immigration policies.

Hayden, who typically reports on white nationalism and neo-Nazis, said that while he was conscious of

the Trump administration “as any American would be,” he wasn’t paying particular attention to Miller.

“I never had any ambition of writing any kind of piece exposing Stephen Miller. I took him to be part of
the Trump culture but not something that was in my lane.” Looking at Miller’s emails changed that,
Hayden said.

Excerpted emails shared with The Post show Miller drawing on stories from outlets such as the anti-
immigration white nationalist site VDare and the conspiracy theory website Infowars and sending them
to McHugh. Miller appears to urge McHugh to write about the stories and discusses how to frame them
and push them to prominence on Breitbart’s site.
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After reading several profiles about Miller to understand his background, Hayden said he was struck by
how Miller was portrayed — and dismayed that there was seemingly little effort made to examine the
sources from which Miller drew his beliefs.

“I remember The Washington Post profile had at the end: ‘He was running’ — this idea that [Miller’s]

always busy, he’s always working.” Another profile, in the Atlantic, Hayden recalled, described Miller
looking like he was “posing for a cologne ad.”
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“A lot of profiles in the liberal press have treated him like some sort of policy wonk bad boy — almost
romanticized him,” Hayden said. “The most important takeaway for me is that Stephen Miller found

the basis for his ideas on websites that traffic in hate, and made it clear in his emails.”
Clarification: An earlier version of this report characterized a discussion between McHugh and Miller

about the American Renaissance website as an email. According to McHugh, it took place across

email and a phone call.
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