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America First Legal Reveals Explosive Documents

Exposing Biden Department of Justice’s Partnership and

Coordinated Campaign with the Southern Poverty Law

Center to Weaponize Civil Rights Enforcement
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Today, America First Legal (AFL) released explosive new documents obtained through

Freedom of Information Act requests and litigation showing how the Biden Department of

Justice (DOJ) partnered with the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) and gave the left-wing

extremist group unprecedented access and influence over federal civil rights enforcement,

including training DOJ prosecutors, standing meetings with DOJ leadership, and regular

“coffee and danish” meetings with top DOJ officials.

Biden’s DOJ not only offered SPLC a seat at the table—it handed over early access to FBI

data, encouraged SPLC’s participation at standing quarterly meetings, and even invited the

partisan extremist group to lead official trainings for federal officials. This access included

regular communications with DOJ’s Civil Rights Division, as well as with the Office of the

Deputy Attorney General. America First Legal has obtained THOUSANDS of pages of records

of responsive documents to its requests, and will release additional findings in subsequent

releases. 

This was not a casual relationship; it was a deeply embedded partnership that put a

discredited, ideological smear factory—best known for putting mainstream groups like Turning

Point USA and Moms for Liberty on its “hate map” alongside the KKK—at the heart of the

Justice Department’s civil rights agenda. Biden’s DOJ handed over the training of its federal

prosecutors to SPLC, then cozied up to its staffers over coffee and danishes. 
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Emails show that SPLC received early, embargoed access to FBI hate-crimes data, giving its

staff the chance to draft talking points and coordinate with DOJ before the data ever went

public. Kristen Clarke, then-Assistant Attorney General for DOJ’s Civil Rights Division, even

reached out to SPLC staff, wondering “if there are federal civil rights matters of concern that
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we should be tracking.” This was an invitation from the Biden DOJ for radical outside groups

to help shape priorities and drive the very civil rights agenda that federal prosecutors were

then trained to enforce. The result was federal civil rights enforcement that looked less like

equal justice and more like SPLC’s hit list. 

The partnership was institutionalized through quarterly DOJ Civil Rights Division meetings

where the SPLC was a regular participant. Agendas show SPLC’s assigned speaking roles—

like training attendees on “public education re: hate crime data release”—and schedules were

even shifted around to accommodate top Biden officials like then-Associate Attorney General

Vanita Gupta. These quarterly meetings also included other controversial, partisan groups like

Rainbow Push, Color of Change, Human Rights Campaign, National Action Network,

Southern Coalition for Social Justice, Law for Black Lives, and others. 
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DOJ leaders also participated in additional meetings with SPLC, the NAACP, the ACLU, and

others, and were trusted to provide guidance to DOJ on hate crime enforcement, voting rights,

and transgender issues, among other topics.
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AFL previously uncovered documents showing that not long after, the Department of

Homeland Security’s now-debunked Homeland Intelligence Experts Group declared that

“most of the domestic terrorism threat” in America “comes from supporters of the former

President.” The Biden Administration was rife with this politicized, dangerous narrative that

targeted half the country as extremists not deserving the full protection of the Constitution.

DOJ leaders also developed a close rapport with SPLC staff. Then-Assistant AG Clarke

emailed the group expressing how much she was “looking forward” to visiting them on an

official government trip to Montgomery, Alabama, in which she also toured SPLC’s

headquarters. Other DOJ staff described regular “coffee and Danish” meetings with SPLC

operatives, underscoring the day-to-day collaboration between the Justice Department and a

radically partisan firm.

This relationship culminated in public platforms: the SPLC was given a prime speaking slot at

the DOJ’s 2023 “hate crimes symposium,” in which it trained more than 100 federal

prosecutors. R.G. Cravens, a senior SPLC analyst, used the opportunity to equate “viewpoint

diversity” with “white nationalism” and even falsely tied AFL’s lawsuit against Target to bomb

threats—failing to mention that the very article he cited confirmed the threats came from

Leftists demanding more LGBTQ merchandise on the shelves. 
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Crucially, this symposium took place just one month after the October 7 attack by Hamas on

Israel, one of the worst antisemitic massacres of the 21st century, in which over 1,200

innocent Israelis lost their lives. Yet DOJ and SPLC devoted their agenda to advancing

partisan causes. Not a single initiative, speech, or even statement aimed to address

antisemitism or to protect Christians and Jews against hate crimes. 

SPLC has refused to tone down its inflammatory rhetoric directed at mainstream conservative

groups and viewpoints. In fact, SPLC included Charlie Kirk and Turning Point USA in its

“Hatewatch” newsletter, smearing both the group and its founder as dangerous extremists.

The newsletter was published just one day before Kirk’s public assassination at the hands of

a radical leftist. SPLC did not apologize for its article in the wake of Kirk’s assassination, nor

did it condemn or even comment on his murder that took place in broad daylight on a college

campus.

Attacking its political opponents while failing to condemn actual violence is nothing new for

SPLC:

6/7

https://www.splcenter.org/resources/hatewatch/september-2025-intelligence-project-dispatch/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RB2i9jl0tEEG0sQ1-NT5x1djxX4b5mBz/view?usp=sharing


SPLC did not condemn the recent targeted attack on an ICE facility in Dallas, Texas, in

which a leftist opened fire, killing at least two people. 

SPLC did not condemn the attempted assassination of Justice Brett Kavanaugh, though

it did incite violence against him online on multiple occasions.

SPLC did not comment on the leftist arsonist who broke into the home of Democrat

Governor Josh Shapiro while he, his wife, and their family were sleeping, smashing

windows and igniting two Molotov cocktails.

SPLC did not condemn the October 7th attack on Israel by Hamas, nor has it condemned

the resulting surge in antisemitism.

By partnering with and outsourcing its hate-crimes enforcement to the SPLC, the Biden DOJ

corrupted civil rights for partisan gain. It trained federal prosecutors to smear political

opponents while ignoring real acts of violence occurring routinely during the Biden

Administration. And the cost is not abstract—lives have already been lost, ripped away by

radicals affirmed by violent leftist rhetoric for years. Until the Left breaks from the dangerous

radicalism that has infected its ideology and abandons its obsession with silencing its

opponents over protected speech, American lives will remain at risk.

“Every American should be bothered by the fact that the Biden DOJ appears to have acted as

a pawn of radical activists at the discredited, beclowned SPLC,” said Gene Hamilton,

President of America First Legal. “By weaponizing civil rights enforcement, Biden’s DOJ

undermined the rule of law and endangered the constitutional rights of Americans who did not

fall in line with their radical agenda.”

AFL will continue exposing the extent of this coordination between the Biden DOJ and the

SPLC, ensuring federal civil rights enforcement is returned to the American people, not

controlled by partisan smear factories.

Read the document production here.

Read more about the investigation here.
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