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The Men Disputing Hutchinson’s Testimony Are Two of Trump’s
Biggest Acolytes

Tony Ornato was once Trump’s senior Secret Service agent. Bobby Engel is Trump’s current senior Secret Service

agent.
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It was testimony that, for a moment, stopped the world in its tracks.

So, once the president had gotten into the vehicle with [Secret Service agent] Bobby [Engel], he thought that
they were going up to the Capitol. And when Bobby had relayed to him we’re not, we don’t have the assets to do
it, it’s not secure, we're going back to the West Wing, the president had a very strong, a very angry response to

that.

[White House chief of operations] Tony [Ornato] described him as being irate. The president said something to
the effect of I'm the f’ing president, take me up to the Capitol now, to which Bobby responded, sir, we have to go
back to the West Wing. The president reached up towards the front of the vehicle to grab at the steering wheel.

M. Engel grabbed his arm, said, sir, you need to take your hand off the steering wheel.

We're going back to the West Wing. We're not going to the Capitol. Mr. Trump then used his free hand to lunge
towards Bobby Engel. And Mr. — when Mr. Ornato had recounted this story to me, he had motioned towards

his clavicles.

With this, former White House aide Cassidy Hutchinson did something few had managed in the six years since
Donald Trump rode a golden escalator, and the presidency, down to the depths: She made a great many jaded people

actually stop and recoil in horror.

For a while now, that hadn’t seemed possible; “this is not normal” had become all too normal, and a callus had
formed over the sensibilities of most. There’s only so much folks can take before the circuits start to melt, and that
was certainly the plan with the Trump administration, as was made plain by former White House adviser Steve

Bannon’s operating dictum: “Flood the zone with shit”
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Hutchinson cut through that like a hot knife through, well, shit. She asserted that Trump tried to commandeer the

limo and then choke a Secret Service agent because he wanted to physically join the armed insurrectionists sacking

the Capitol — and just like that, at longlast, a line was finally crossed. While other aspects of her testimony were



more legally damaging — Trump tried to wave armed protesters through security when he knew they were armed

and Capitol-bound stands out above all — this vignette was the unavoidable boulder in the road.

Of course, it could not be allowed to stand. Trump immediately blazed forth with a frightened-sounding aria of his
greatest hits: This woman who is a woman knows nothing and did nothing and was never anywhere and I never met her
witch hunt Democrats MAGA give me money! The heavy lifting to debunk the humongous problem presented by
Hutchinson’s testimony has fallen to the two men who were in the car with Trump when he allegedly flipped out:

Tony Ornato and Bobby Engel.

Within hours of Hutchinson’s testimony, it was announced that Ornato and Engel disputed her version of events
and were willing to testify on this point. This was the equivalent of stopping the hole in the Titanic’s hull with a roll
of paper towels, but the flooding belowdecks did briefly subside. If her testimony proved questionable on this

matter, it casts a bleak light on her entire appearance at the hearing.

Ornato, and by connection Engel appear to be so deep in the bag for Trump, they may as
well be golf balls.

Here’s where it gets interesting. Tony Ornato was once Trump’s senior Secret Service agent, and has been a huge
Trump fan from the beginning. Trump likes Ornato so much that he elevated Ornato to an official administration
position: White House chief of operations. Ornato’s main portfolio included stage-managing all of Trump’s rallies,

campaign events, photo-ops and so forth.
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Engel is Trump’s current senior Secret Service agent, and works hand in glove with Ornato to arrange and manage
Trump’s public appearances. Given the enormous attention Trump pays to how much attention he’s getting paid, it

is not too far a cry to say Ornato and Engel held two of the most important gigs in the White House, with Ornato

https://www.mediaite.com/tv/washington-posts-carol-

leonnig-outlines-trump-deputy-tony-ornatos-troubling-history-with-the-truth-not-so-great/), bOth men have become practiced at altering reality to serve

Trump’s needs and desires.

“Tony Ornato has said a lot of things didn’t happen,” Washington Post reporter Carol Leonnig told

(hetps://www.mediaite.com/tv/washington-posts-carol-leonnig-outlines-trump-deputy-tony-ornatos-troubling-history-with-the-truth-not-so-great/) MSNBC. “He has tried to

say to the press and to me indirectly that the clearing of Lafayette Square was not done for President Trump’s photo
op. Well, that’s not true. He was at the center of that.... The Secret Service often tries to deny things that are

unflattering and then when the rubber hits the road, we learn there is a little bit more to it

Indeed. It is also worth noting that neither Ornato nor Engel were under oath when they denied the incident, while

Hutchinson was sworn before a committee on Capitol Hill when she related her version of events.



Until those men offer sworn testimony refuting hers, Hutchinson’s words will likely carry the day. Ornato, and by
connection, Engel, appear to be so deep in the bag for Trump, they may as well be golf balls. Hutchinson, by

comparison, has everything to lose by getting crosswise with Trump azd labeled a liar.

My money is on Cassidy Hutchinson, until somebody damned reliable tells me otherwise.

TRUMP IS SILENCING POLITICAL DISSENT. WE APPEAL FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

Progressive nonprofits are the latest target caught in Trump’s crosshairs. With the aim of eliminating
political opposition, Trump and his sycophants are working to curb government funding, constrain private

foundations, and even cut tax-exempt status from organizations he dislikes.
We’re concerned, because Truthout is not immune to such bad-faith attacks.

We can only resist Trump’s attacks by cultivating a strong base of support. The right-wing mediasphere is

funded comfortably by billionaire owners and venture capitalist philanthropists. At Truthout, we have you.

Truthout has launched a fundraiser to raise $41,000 in the next 7 days. Please take a meaningful action
in the fight against authoritarianism: make a one-time or monthly donation to Truthout. If you have the

means, please dig deep.
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