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Chairman Jordan, Ranking Member Raskin, and members of the 

Committee thank you for inviting my testimony. 
Nearly two years ago, I testified and provided evidence to a 

Subcommittee of this Committee about the existence of a Censorship 
Industrial Complex, a network of government agencies, including the 
Department of Homeland Security, government contractors, including 
Stanford Internet Observatory, and Big Tech social media platforms that 
conspired to censor ordinary Americans and elected officials alike for holding 
disfavored views.  

Today, the Censorship Industrial Complex is on the defensive. On 
January 20, 2025, just hours after his inauguration, President Donald Trump 
signed an Executive Order on ”Restoring Freedom of Speech and Ending 
Federal Censorship,” which said the following: “Over the last 4 years, the 
previous administration trampled free speech rights by censoring Americans’ 
speech on online platforms, often by exerting substantial coercive pressure on 
third parties, such as social media companies, to moderate, deplatform, or 
otherwise suppress speech that the Federal Government did not approve.”1 

One week earlier, Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg announced, “ We're 
going to dramatically reduce the amount of censorship on our platform.” 
Zuckerberg’s announcement came after he sent an open letter to you, Mr. 
Chairman, last August, in which he confirmed that “senior members from the 
Biden Administration, including the White House, repeatedly pressured our 
teams for months to censor” Covid content. In the same letter, he 
acknowledged that the FBI programmed Facebook executives to censor a 
New York Post article about Hunter Biden laptops for being supposed Russian 
disinformation even though the FBI knew it was authentic.2 

Zuckerberg announced that he at Meta would follow the lead of Elon 
Musk at X and create crowd-sourced fact-checking, known as Community 
Notes, to replace much of the fact-checking the company had outsourced to 
others. In his video, Zuckerberg openly discussed the problem of 
“censorship,” using that word, or the word “censor,” nine times. “ We’re going 
to get rid of a bunch of restrictions on topics like immigration and gender that 
are just out of touch with mainstream discourse,” he said. 

2 Mark Zuckerberg, “Letter to Jim Jordan,” August 26, 2024, retrieved from 
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/. 

1 President Donald Trump, Executive Order, “Restoring Freedom Of Speech And 
Ending Federal Censorship,” The White House, January 20, 2025.  
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And, thanks in large measure to the work of this Commitee’s 

Subcommittee on the Weaponization of Government last year, as well as to the 
investigative reporting by those of us here today, we were able to shine 
sunlight on some of the worst actors in the Censorship Industrial Complex, 
such as the Stanford Internet Observatory, which I singled out in my testimony 
two years ago. In June of last year, the Observatory shut down in response to 
our collective exposés.3 

Unfortunately, the Censorship Industrial Complex remains almost 
entirely intact, and Europe, Australia, Britain, Brazil, and other nations in the 
West continue to seek new forms of censorship and information control, 
including digital identification tied to social media. My colleagues and I are 
over two years into our research characterizing the Censorship Industrial 
Complex and we continue to discover whole new institutions involved in 
censorship.  

The latest is the United States Agency for International Development, or 
USAID. Last October we published a report that noted that USAID had funded 
the creation of a Censorship Industrial Complex in Brazil, complete with 
third-party “fact checkers,” committees of experts in charge of deciding for the 
entire society what the truth is on any given issue.4 And, after I published the 
Twitter Files - Brazil, last spring, the Attorney General of Brazil opened a formal 
criminal investigation of me, which is ongoing.5 

In 2021, USAID even published a so-called “Disinformation Primer” that 
called for “advertiser outreach” to “disrupt the funding and financial incentive 
to disinform.”6 Such “advertiser outreach” was precisely the advertiser boycott 
strategy used by groups with ties to the US intelligence community. These 
groups, with uncritical support and amplification from the media, were able to 
use this strategy to successfully get Facebook and Twitter to censor more 
content.  

Britain is in the midst of a fresh crackdown on free speech rights doing 
things that Americans rightly find shocking, including sending police officers to 
interview people in their homes about things they said on Facebook. Like 

6“Disinformation Primer,” United States Agency for International Development, 
February 2021, retrieved from https://web.archive.org.  

5Michael Shellenberger, “I Am Under Criminal Investigation In Brazil For Telling The Truth. That 
Won’t Stop Me From Going.” Public, September 4, 2024,  https://www.public.news. 

4  Phoebe Smith, Alex Gutentag, Eli Vieira, and David Agape, “The Role of the U.S. 
Government in Brazil’ s Censorship Industrial Complex,” Civilization Works, October 1, 2024. 

3 Michael Shellenberger, Victory! Stanford Shuts Down Censorship Operation, Public, 
June 14, 2024. 
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other governments, it claims that censorship is necessary to protect 
democracy, explaining that “the growing presence of disinformation poses a 
unique threat to our democratic processes and to societal cohesion…”7 
George Orwell could not have written it better. 

Meta can go further in its commitment. The company’s new guidelines 
still disallow people to insult another person’s intellect or mental health, which 
could easily be abused for increased censorship. And Facebook will keep its 
fact-checking-based censorship model in Europe.8 

And the European Commission appears intent upon using its powers 
granted to it through the Digital Services Act to demand that X, Facebook, 
and other platforms censor speech. The Commission last year threatened to 
fine X up to 6% of its annual global revenue for failing to crack down on false 
information and not giving handing over its data to small committees of 
“experts,” chosen by the Commission, to decide what is true and false, and 
what should be censored.9 

To be sure, the momentum is with free speech advocates. We won a 
number of important battles over the last two years. Toward the end of last 
year, Senators in Ireland and Australia, both, rejected censorship legislation. 
The European Commission forced its top censor, a former defense contractor 
from France, to step down after he warned Elon Musk not to speak to Donald 
Trump on X, suggesting that doing so might violate European laws. Vice 
President JD Vance said it would be "insane that we would support a military 
alliance [NATO] if that military alliance isn't going to be pro-free speech."10 
And just last weekend, the Brazilian government ended its censorship of the 
social media platform Rumble.11 

But it’s also clear that many governing and media elites worldwide view 
expanding censorship of online platforms as a must-have, not a nice-to-have 
feature of global governance. The head of NATO, NATO-backed think tanks, 

11 Didi Rankovic, “Rumble’s Brazil Comeback Signals a New Chapter in the Speech 
Wars,” Reclaim the Net, February 10, 2025, https://reclaimthenet.org/.  

10 “JD Vance - 50th Vice President,” Shawn Ryan Podcast,  September 11, 2024, 
retrieved from YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrgmwtpAsWc;Rebecca Rommen, 
JD Vance suggested the US's support for NATO could be pulled if Europe tries to regulate 
Elon Musk's X as free speech debate rumbles on, Business Insider, September 21, 2024. 

9 “Commission sends preliminary findings to X for breach of the Digital Services Act,” 
European Commission, July 11, 2024, https://ec.europa.eu/. 

8 Csongor Körömi, Pieter Haeck and Daniella Cheslow, “Zuck goes full Musk, dumps Facebook 
fact-checking program,” Politico, January 7 2025, https://www.politico.eu. 

7“Draft Statement of Strategic Priorities for Online Safety,” Department for Science, 
Innovation & Technology, November 20, 2024, retrieved from https://www.gov.uk/.  
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the European Commission, President Barack Obama, former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, Bill Gates, the UN, the World Health Organization, the World 
Economic Forum, influential think tanks at Harvard and Stanford, elements of 
the DOD, the CIA, the FBI, the National Science Foundation, the Department 
of Homeland Security, and many other have all called for government 
censorship of so-called “misinformation” in recent years. 

 In his most recent Netflix documentary, Gates called for using AI to 
impose mass censorship. “The U.S. is a tough one because we have the notion 
of the First Amendment,” he said. But he then added, “If you're causing 
people not to take vaccines, even the US should have rules. And then if you 
have rules, you know, what is it? Is there some AI that encodes those rules? 
Because you have billions of activity and, you know, if you catch it a day later, 
the harm is, is done.” And Gates called for the end to online anonymity. “I 
don't think in the future you'll want to get mail that comes from an anonymous 
source because whatever you see there might be designed just to mislead 
you. You're going to want to be in an environment where the people are truly 
identified." 

And it’s not just censorship that is the problem. The problem is that 
deep state agencies within the US federal government have for two decades 
sought to gain control over the production of news and other information 
around the world, as part of ongoing covert and overt influence operations, 
and that after 2016, multiple actors in several deep state US government 
agencies turned the tools of counterterrorism, counterinsurgency, and 
counterpopulism against the American people.  

While the Censorship Industrial Complex and the broader information 
control agenda are on the defensive, many appear to be retreating to Europe 
to mobilize the DSA against American companies, and return to press for 
censorship again in the future, perhaps under a different administration. The 
US government funds some of the organizations that signed the EU’s “code of 
practice on disinformation,” or are involved in enforcing the DSA censorship. 
They include NewsGuard, the Global Disinformation Index, GLOBSEC, CEE 
Digital Democracy Watch, Debunk EU, Demagog, Reporters without Borders, 
Maldita, Logically AI, and Bellingcat.12 

We saw the US and UK government agencies work together during 
Covid to pursue identical strategies on censorship. Now, the UK government is 

12 Allum Bokhari & Oscar Buynevich, “22 US-Funded Organizations Drive The EU’s War 
on Tech Companies,” Foundation for Freedom Online, February 8, 2025. 
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cracking down further. Last week it demanded that Apple create a backdoor 
that would allow the government read the encrypted messages and data of 
any iPhone user anywhere, not just in Britain.13 

To understand the threat, we need to take a closer look at how various 
groups turned foreign policy into a domestic Censorship Industrial Complex.  

 

From Foreign To Domestic Policy 
 
In my March 2023 testimony before the House Select Committee on the 

Weaponization of the Federal Government, I described the emergence of the 
“Censorship Industrial Complex” comprised of a vast and coordinated network 
of government agencies, academic institutions, and private organizations that 
had been working together to suppress lawful speech under the guise of 
combating “misinformation” and “disinformation.”  

Drawing a parallel to President Eisenhower’s warning about the 
Military-Industrial Complex, I noted how this taxpayer-funded Complex 
operated outside of traditional democratic accountability. The Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) in particular instigated an effort to set up first an 
“Election Integrity Partnership” in 2020 and a “Virality Project” in 2021 to “flag 
misinformation” for social media companies, which then censored a significant 
share of posts.  

The Stanford Internet Observatory, the Atlantic Council’s Digital 
Forensic Research Lab, the University of Washington’s Center for an Informed 
Public, and Graphika collaborated with intelligence agencies and major tech 
platforms to identify and suppress narratives deemed politically inconvenient. 
This included pressuring platforms like Facebook and Twitter to suppress posts 
that were factually accurate but deemed politically undesirable—such as 
information about COVID-19 vaccine side effects, which Facebook itself 
admitted were “often true.” 

Activities originally justified as countering foreign propaganda and 
terrorism quickly expanded into domestic censorship of American citizens, 
journalists, and elected officials. I noted that the CIC does not engage in open 
debate but rather blacklists and suppresses dissenting views, often labeling 
factual information as misinformation to justify censorship. I concluded by 

13Christina Maas, “UK Government Secretly Orders Apple to Build Global iCloud 
Backdoor, Threatening Digital Privacy Worldwide,” Reclaim the Net, February 7, 2025, 
https://reclaimthenet.org/.  
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calling for Congress to defund the Censorship Industrial Complex, mandate 
transparency in communications between government agencies and tech 
companies, and limit the broad legal protections that currently allow platforms 
to suppress speech under Section 230. 

In my November 2023 testimony before the same subcommittee, I 
noted that the problem was worse than I had initially understood. A 
whistleblower had given me the internal files from the Cyber Threat 
Intelligence League (CTIL). They showed that in 2019, U.S. and UK military and 
intelligence contractors were developing and deploying psychological 
operations (psyops) tactics, originally designed for foreign adversaries, against 
the American people. 

I noted then that the CIC was not just about censorship. It was a 
deliberate effort to discredit and deplatform individuals, often branding them 
as threats for simply expressing views that contradicted the government’s 
preferred narratives. A whistleblower confirmed that this censorship framework 
was intentionally designed to evade First Amendment protections by 
outsourcing it to “private” entities that were, in reality, funded and directed by 
the federal government.  

Since then, I and others have documented the concerted effort by 
USAID to create or take control of independent investigative reporting 
databases and networks around the world to wage influence operations, cause 
regime change, and possibly gather intelligence under false pretenses. The 
explicit goal has been to make investigative journalists dependent on US 
government funding, and for that funding to come with strings attached, 
including US government approval of what is investigated and who does the 
investigating.14  

We still do not know how much money other US government agencies 
have routed to censorship advocacy, in part because they hide the money 

14 “The OCCRP's 2017 annual report asserts that there is a need for a global 
investigative force to verify facts in the public interest: 'we aim towards two significant global 
goals. The first is the establishment of a data commons: a massive repository of verified facts, 
mostly publicly available, that will form the basis of investigative work not just for media 
organizations but also NGOs, lawyers, and concerned citizens. The second is the creation of a 
trust for investigative reporting that will help to secure the long term sustainability of 
non-profit public interest media’ (OCCRP, 2017).” 

S. Candea, “Cross-border Investigative Journalism: a critical perspective”PhD thesis 
University of Westminster Westminster School of Media and Communication, 2020, 
https://doi.org/10.34737/v402w.  
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through multiple shell organizations. An investigative journalist from Romania 
in 2021 denounced USAID for “hiding the flow of media development money” 
to supposedly independent journalists around the world through an “offshore 
structure… US public money -> Delaware -> Eastern Europe -> Sierra Leone 
-> Mexico.”15  

The CIA whistleblower whose complaint became the basis for the 2019 
impeachment of President Trump relied upon reporting by a supposedly 
independent investigative news organization called the Organized Crime and 
Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP), which appears to have effectively 
operated as an arm of USAID.16 In a censored 2024 documentary by German 
television broadcaster NDR, a USAID official confirmed that USAID approves 
OCCRP’s “annual work plan” and approves new hires of “key personnel.”17 

The journalistic collaboration behind the documentary revealed that 
OCCRP’s original funding came from the Bureau of International Narcotics and 
Law Enforcement Affairs of the State Department and quotes a USAID official 
who says, OCCRP founder Drew Sullivan is “just nervous about being linked 
with law enforcement. If people who are going to give you information think 
you’re just a cop, maybe it’s a problem.”18 It appears that this was the 
beginning of OCCRP’s practice of hiding US government funding. 

OCCRP does not operate like a normal news organization. Its goals 
appear to include interfering in foreign political matters, including elections, 
with an eye toward causing regime change. Sullivan told NDR that his 
organization had “probably been responsible for five or six countries changing 
over from one government to another government… and getting prime 
ministers indicted or thrown out.”19  

19 Ibid. 

18 Ryan Grim, et al., “A Giant of Journalism Gets Half its Budget From the U.S. 
Government,” Drop Site News, December 2, 2024 https://www.dropsitenews.com/. 

https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/occrp-budget-funding-us-government-usaid 

17“OCCRP,” NDR, December 16, 2024, uploaded by lauren_robin retrieved from Dalek 
Zone https://dalek.zone/w/xjUjomMZxRCvp3Z3Gtk9sT?start=0s.    

16 Aubrey Belford and Veronika Melkozerova, “Meet the Florida Duo Helping Giuliani 
Investigate for Trump in Ukraine,” OCCRP, July 19, 2019, https://www.occrp.org. 

Anonymous CIA whistleblower complaint, August, 12, 2019, retrieved from 
https://games-cdn.washingtonpost.com/notes/prod/default/documents/3b5487de-f987-4cef-b
59b-c29bb67687ac/note/ef3465c1-465b-4e68-9b36-08b5946b0df4.pdf#page=1 

15 Stefan Candea, Abysses of “Innovation”: How Journalism NGOs Hijacked the 
“Democratization of Romania”erliner Gazette.de, June 23, 2021, https://berlinergazette.de. 
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As such, it appears that the CIA, USAID, and OCCRP were all involved 

in the impeachment of President Trump in ways similar to the regime change 
operations that all three organizations engage in abroad.20 

This one example fits the pattern. The government employees and 
contractors who have engaged in information operations and censorship 
advocacy over the last decade have been overwhelmingly focused on silencing 
populists. That is as true in the United States as it is in Europe and Brazil.  

Two years ago, I described the reasons for this. Since then, our 
understanding of the development of the Censorship Industrial Complex over 
the last two years has deepened. 

The short version is this. After World War II, the US government took 
responsibility for implementing an international, rules-based order. The result 
was relative peace and stability, but also a large foreign policy establishment 
referred to pejoratively as “the blob.”  

At the top of the pecking order is, of course, the president of the United 
States, and with him, the Secretary of State and the National Security Council 
making foreign policy decisions. Agencies, including the CIA, and later USAID, 
exist to support the foreign policy as set by the president.  

Over time, USAID and the foreign policy blob developed many 
government-funded “non-governmental organizations” to promote peace and 
stability and advocate for a particular agenda created in the Washington, D.C. 
area. The experts within those think tanks and other institutions derived 
legitimacy from their specialized knowledge, technocratic expertise, and 
scientific management techniques.  

Many of those within the State Department, USAID, the CIA, and their 
intermediaries and contractors engaged in so-called “information warfare” in 
the Middle East starting in 2011 and Eastern Europe in 2014 to promote 
regime change. They used social media as a tool for shaping opinion and 
mobilizing people into the streets.  

Over time, members of America’s managerial class and civil service 
living in the Washington, D.C. area came to view themselves as borderless 
international cosmopolitans, sharing more in common with other elites around 
the world than with fellow Americans. The working class, small business 
owners, and other non-professional groups became problems to be solved, 

20 Michael Shellenberger and Alex Gutentag, “Both USAID And The CIA Were Behind 
The Impeachment Of Trump in 2019,” Public, February 5, 2025 ,https://www.public.news.  
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rather than citizens to work alongside. By the early 2000s, elite professionals 
and managers, including those in the blob, had become deeply disconnected 
from the American people generally and the working class particularly. 

The election of Trump in 2016 triggered an immune reaction from the 
professional information warriors with America’s deep state agencies and the 
blob. In response to the populist threat, the managerial elite in government 
and their professional allies in journalism, academia, and civil society doubled 
down on censorship, propaganda, and narrative control. Patriotism, 
nationalism, and traditional beliefs, elites argued, were hateful, proto-fascistic, 
and in need of correction. As state bureaucracies sought ever greater powers 
of social engineering and information control, they sowed further distrust and 
animosity. 

Elites turned against the rules-based order they claimed to uphold, 
working to erode free speech, democracy, and civil liberties in the name of 
preserving them. They started to openly demand and fund the censorship of 
conservative and other disfavored voices, particularly populist ones. 

 One of the groups that has most aggressively demanded censorship of 
social media is the UK-based Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD). Since 2016, 
ISD has received $6 million from the State Department to combat hate, 
including speech.21 In October of 2024, the US Justice Department gave ISD 
$2 million for activity targeting “hate speech.”22  

The ISD, like many other groups that have been advocating censorship, 
was founded decades ago. Those groups likely look at the recent election of 
Trump, his Executive Order, and the new policies at X and Facebook, as 
temporary setbacks in their mission to control the information environment. 
They are thus likely to regroup and keep their organizations operating until a 
new opportunity, perhaps a crisis of one kind or another emerges that would 
allow them to make the case for censorship anew. 

 
 
 

 

22US Government, Office of Management and Budget, “Project Grant,” Retrieved 
February 10, 2025, from USASpending.gov 
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/ASST_NON_15PBJA24GG02835ADVA_1550.  

21US Government, Office of Management and Budget, “Institute for Strategic 
Dialogue,” Retrieved February 10, 2025, from 
USASpending.govhttps://www.usaspending.gov/recipient/55eb7ef7-f15e-ab9d-adb0-0314bf1
03c45-R/all. 
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The Way Forward 
 
I strongly urge Congress to defund the Censorship Industrial Complex 

and seek a proper accounting of the various efforts to fund it, including 
secretly through pass-through organizations and shell organizations, like the 
ones employed by USAID to fund OCCRP, and hide US government funding 
and control.  

I further urge Congress to seek other ways to reduce the exposure of 
American social media users and companies to the threat of censorship from 
Europe, Britain, Brazil, and other nations. We should respect national 
sovereignty. But Vice President Vance makes a good point when he asks why 
Americans should be spending our wealth and putting our lives on the line for 
Western European NATO members who are actively demanding censorship by 
American companies of speech.  

I urge Congress to pass legislation that would disallow American tech 
companies from giving encryption backdoors to the UK government or any 
government. The goal should be to create a “conflict of laws” so that Apple 
can fight the U.K. government’s authoritarian demand and protect the privacy 
of its users, worldwide. 

Working together, we have made significant progress in exposing, 
characterizing, and publicly shaming the Censorship Industrial Complex for its 
work. Censorship is deeply un-American, unethical, and unconstitutional. We 
are glad to see the end of the Stanford Internet Observatory, the exposés of 
its work with the DHS, and the bad behavior of NSF, FBI, and other 
government agencies.  

The election of Donald Trump as president, his executive order, and the 
stated and demonstrated support for free speech by Elon Musk and Mark 
Zuckerberg all put the wind to the backs of free speech advocates. I urge 
Congress to remain alert to the threat of censorship from Europe, Brazil, and 
other nations and to see through to its very end the defunding, once and for 
all, of the thought police.  
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In seeking sweeping censorship of much of the Internet, including major Big Tech
platforms like Google, Facebook, and X, formerly Twitter, a spokesman for the
European Commission yesterday insisted that it wants to “ensure a safe and fair online
environment for European citizens that is respectful of their rights, in particular
freedom of expression."

But according to X owner Elon Musk, the European Commission, the executive
branch of the European Union, is trying to force X to hire hundreds of content
moderators to censor speech. The Commission "oLered 𝕏 an illegal secret deal,” said
Musk, “if we quietly censored speech without telling anyone, they would not One us.”

“The other platforms accepted that deal,” said Musk, “𝕏 did not.”

The European Commission’s spokesman said, "The DSA requires a fair and
transparent complaint mechanism for users. If an account is suspended, the user has
the right to contest the decision. This means that decisions must not be arbitrary, and
users are empowered to protect their online presence... When an account is restricted,
the user must be informed and has the right to appeal the decision."

But the spokesperson’s statement conOrms Musk’s claim that the Commission is
seeking to remove from X, Facebook, Google, and other Internet companies from the
power to decide who and what is censored. As such, the EU is demanding mass
government censorship.

The top person in charge of EU censorship is Thierry Breton, the EU’s “Internal
market commissioner.” Since taking power, Breton has overseen a sweeping regulatory
agenda covering military defense contracting, microchips, energy, and every other
strategic industry, including social media and Internet companies.

Breton’s crackdown on free speech and exercise of control over content moderation at
Google, Facebook, and other Big Tech companies came aTer he put down an eLort by

https://x.com/PirateWires/status/1811863158816223580
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Google to resist the EU’s censorship demands in 2020.

An internal Google document that was leaked to the press at the time said Google’s
goal was to mobilize the US government and other US allies to “undermine the idea
DSA has no cost to Europeans” and “show how the DSA limits the potential of the
internet . . . just as people need it the most”.

ATer it became public, Google’s CEO apologized to Breton, and backed down. Google
now appears to be complying with Breton’s censorship demands.

Breton has been as aggressive in demanding censorship as the man who appointed
him: French President Emmanuel Macron. In May, French President Emmanuel
Macron temporarily blocked TikTok in a French overseas territory.

“When there is hateful content, content that calls – for example – for revolt, that also
calls for killing and burning of cars, they will be required to delete [the content]
immediately," Breton said last year. "If they fail to do so, they will be immediately
sanctioned. We have teams who can intervene immediately. If they don't act
immediately, then yes, at that point we'll be able not only to impose a One but also to
ban the operation [of the platforms] on our territory.”

Who is Breton, exactly? And why is he waging war on free speech, principally on
American companies, on behalf of the EU?

Cybersecurity As Cover For Censorship

https://www.ft.com/content/d9d05b1e-45c0-44b8-a1ba-3aa6d0561bed
https://www.public.news/p/france-joins-world-war-on-free-speech
https://www.politico.eu/article/social-media-riot-shutdowns-possible-under-eu-content-law-breton-says/#:~:text=%22When%20there%20is%20hateful%20content,new%20requirements%20on%20large%20platforms
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Breton arrives for a telecommunications ministers meeting on May 21, 2024 in
Brussels, Belgium. (Getty Images)

From 2008 to 2019, Breton was CEO of Atos, a company that, as Politico noted in
April, “is a major strategic asset for France. It is active in tech sectors spanning from
cloud services to cybersecurity and is key for France’s defense interests as the owner of
the supercomputing technology used to simulate nuclear bomb tests.”

In February of this year, Atos, which had $11 billion in revenues last year, collapsed
under its $5 billion debt. Breton emphasizes that he is not to blame for Atos’ Onancial
collapse.

The French government certainly doesn’t blame him or Atos. It chose Atos as its top

https://www.politico.eu/article/it-company-atos-secured-financing-450-million-french-government/
https://atos.net/en/2024/press-release_2024_03_26/atos-reports-full-year-2023-results#:~:text=Group%20revenue%20was%20%E2%82%AC10%2C693,0.4%25%20organically%20compared%20with%202022.
https://www.rtl.fr/programmes/le-grand-jury/7900314496-le-grand-jury-de-thierry-breton
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F9fd308f8-7968-4809-b43d-c0566746c992_7728x5152.heic
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cybersecurity contractor for the 2024 Olympics, which start in Paris at the end of this
month. Then, in April, the French government bailed out Atos, giving it a $50 million
loan.

The French government views Atos as an essential national asset. Atos describes itself
as “a trusted partner of Defense organizations worldwide. We create advanced high-
end systems to ensure egcient operations, from observation to action.”

In 2014, Atos purchased a Orm, Bull, which called itself a “supercomputing Orm,” but
in fact was involved in helping the Libyan government monitor and censor its citizens.

In a 2019 report, the politically progressive research group, Transnational Institute (TI)
documented how Bull was a “French computer company, active in many sectors,
including the military and security markets.”

TI reported that a Bull subsidiary called Amesys sold an Internet spy system to the
Libyan government for $25 million in 2007. In 2011, the Wall Street Journal published

https://atos.net/en/2011/press-release/financial-information-press-releases_2011_07_01/pr-2011_07_01_01
https://atos.net/content/dam/global/documents/investor-presentations/atos-to-acquire-bull-presentation.pdf
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/the-business-of-building-walls
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424053111904199404576538721260166388
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F9bc0c04d-7359-4324-a41e-9b6f24e3c429_1913x914.heic
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an article, “Firms Aided Libyan Spies,” which documented how Western tech
companies were helping the Libyan government spy on dissidents.

“This kind of spying became a top priority for Libya as the region’s Arab Spring
revolutions blossomed in recent months,” reported the Wall Street Journal. “Earlier
this year, Libyan ogcials held talks with Amesys and several other companies,
including Boeing Co.’s Narus, a maker of high-tech Internet tragc-monitoring
products, as they looked to add sophisticated Internet-Olter capabilities to Libya’s
existing monitoring operation, people familiar with the matter said.”

What is “Internet Oltering”? It is code for censorship. “Web Oltering is a technology
that stops users from viewing certain URLs or websites by preventing their browsers
from loading pages from these sites,” explains Barracuda Networks, a leading
cybersecurity Orm that creates web Oltering for, it says, businesses, parents, and
schools.

In 2015, IFHR, the International Federal for Human Rights, a 100-year-old
independent French human rights organization, submitted evidence and Oled a legal
complaint to the government “alleging the complicity of French company Amesys and
its executive managers in acts of torture for having signed and executed a commercial
agreement for the provision of surveillance technology to the Libyan Regime in 2007.”

Wrote the IFHR, “The system sold by Amesys allegedly permitted the interception of
all country-wide, on-line and oL-line exchanges and the subsequent processing of
collected data to target and identify a given group within the civilian population on
the basis of criteria established by the system’s user.”

What we are seeing with Breton and Atos follows a pattern that we have documented
over the last 18 months: a leading advocate for censorship has longstanding and deep
ties not only to cybersecurity and the monitoring of online political activity as a

https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/report_amesys_case_eng.pdf
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government contractor in the speciOc context of the Middle East.

In the Twitter Files, both Racket and Public documented how the Aspen Institute and
FBI successfully convinced social media executives to censor the Hunter Biden laptop
story in 2020 by persuading them that it violated their cyber-security policies.

In the CTI League Files, we documented how the US Department of Homeland
Security authorized the creation of an ostensibly “volunteer” pro-censorship militia
group pretending to be concerned about cybersecurity in US hospitals. The leaders of
this eLort were employees of the UK’s Ministry of Defense and the US Department of
Defense’s US Special Operations Command.

In the Twitter Files - CIA, we documented how former CIA analysts attempted to take
over Twitter’s content moderation system by working with a longstanding US military
and IC cybersecurity “white hat hacker” contractor named Peiter Mudge Zatko.

In Britain, the government used the military psychological operations division, the
77th Army Brigade, to monitor social media users as a Orst step in a censorship
operation that would have included embedding government censors within social
media companies.

Embedding European censors in American big tech companies in Europe is precisely
what Breton is attempting to do now. In the US, dozens of former military and
intelligence ogcials play senior roles in social media companies such as Facebook,
Google, and Twitter, including content moderation roles.

The US military and the CIA’s venture capital arm, InQTel, were essential in Onancing
and providing contracts for the creation of Google, in particular.

In many of the above cases, government cybersecurity contractors engage in
potentially illegal surveillance and censorship advocacy through both their persuasion

https://www.racket.news/p/who-helped-overturn-the-pentagon
https://x.com/ShellenbergerMD/status/1604871630613753856
https://www.public.news/p/ctil-files-1-us-and-uk-military-contractors
https://x.com/shellenberger/status/1793666016704356735
https://www.public.news/p/uk-government-used-army-psyops-division
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over, their pressure on, and their participation in social media and Big Tech
companies. During the Covid pandemic, when governments intensiOed their
censorship demands, those eLorts grew around the world, from the West Coast of the
US to Central Europe.

Rumble CEO Chris Pavloski; Paulo Figuereido, Brazilian journalist; Rep. Chris
Smith; and author Michael Shellenberger after testifying to Congress about Brazil’s

crackdown on free speech (author photo)

Many US-based advocates of increased government censorship are vocal in their
support for European censorship regulations and openly hope they will apply in the

Stop Foreign Censorship

https://www.public.news/p/my-country-is-returning-to-totalitarianism
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US. The leading advocates of censorship are at America’s elite institutions of Stanford
and Harvard, where they have been demanding European regulation of American
companies for years. “Musk has a lot less freedom than he realizes,” wrote Evelyn
Douek of Stanford for the Atlantic. “He should brace himself for many more regulatory
slaps in the face.”

Douek urges social media platforms to ban more politicians and journalists she
doesn’t like. “Banning Trump should not be seen as the end of an era,” she wrote in the
Atlantic. “It needs to be the start of a new one, and we should not give up on the myth
of content moderation that depicts a better future.”

Demands by America’s intellectual elites for more censorship at places like Stanford
have worn away at the courage and strength of the CEOs of Big Tech companies.
Many of these companies, like Google, not only have close ties to Stanford but were
also largely created by Stanford and its surrounding military and IC venture capital
ecosystem.

Google’s CEO caved into Europe four years ago, we noted above. Mark Zuckerberg,
CEO of Meta, which owns Facebook, has been focused on re-branding himself as cool
while accepting the censorship demands of both foreign and American governments.

If there is any hope to be had, it’s that Americans hate censorship and hate foreign
censorship even more. Our post and video yesterday sparked a strong reaction. Nearly
20,000 people shared them on X, and over one million saw them.

And few Americans or US policymakers realize that Breton is a longtime military and
intelligence contractor attempting to interfere in US aLairs while waging economic
warfare on behalf of the EU against America’s big tech Orms, Meta, Google, and X,
formerly Twitter.

Foreign censorship demands on American companies should be illegal if they aren’t

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/11/elon-musk-twitter-regulations-legal-battles/671946/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/01/trump-is-banned-who-is-next/617622/
https://x.com/shellenberger/status/1811891923696910610
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already. The French and Europeans view their tech companies as national assets,
which they control and subsidize as needed to protect their national security and
economic wealth. The US, too, should do so and put the First Amendment at the
center of this strategic decision.

Free speech is a core moral commitment, not merely an economic or strategic one for
the United States. It is a question of national security because the First Amendment is
existential and essential to America’s Constitution and continuing existence.

We need a Congressional investigation and hearings into those foreign eLorts, which
go far beyond the Europeans, to interfere in domestic aLairs, including through the
demand of censorship, which violates our fundamental human rights and the US
Constitution.

Members of Congress have shown a willingness to stand up to foreign governments.
Rep. Jim Jordan subpoenaed documents from X showing Brazil’s illegal demands for
censorship. And Rep. Chris Smith held hearings on Brazilian censorship that included
testimony from its victims.

As a result, the picture Americans have of Europe may be impacted negatively by its
aggressive push for censorship. For as much as the spokesmen for the European
Commission claim to be “respectful of their rights,” the truth is that they are
attempting to trample them.
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Global Elites Ram Digital IDs To Prevent Populist
Victories
World Economic Forum, European Union, and Tony Blair are on the cusp of giving
governments sweeping new spy powers

FEB 01, 2025 ∙ PAID

54 58 Share

Spain's Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez (center above) at the World Economic Forum
on January 17, 2024. Former UK Prime Minister Tony Blair and World Economic

Forum founder Klaus Schwab (right) in 2007. (GETTY IMAGES)

Imagine a nation where citizens store all their personal documents and Qnancial
records on a single app. Vaccination status, tax records, passports, health insurance,
and work permits are all conveniently accessed through the app, making it easy for
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citizens to verify their identities whenever they go to the doctor, open a bank account,
apply for a job, or take the bus. The app is eVcient, convenient, and helps keep
everyone safe, authorities say.

But the app is also linked to your social media accounts, which allows the government
to restrict your access to public spaces, services, and Qnancial institutions should you
choose to harm others by sharing misinformation or hate speech online.

This is not an episode of Black Mirror. It may soon become a reality.

Blair in the Times of London, January 31, 2025
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UK ministers are launching a digital wallet in June so that citizens can store their
identiQcation documents on their phones. Former UK prime minister Tony Blair
yesterday said that this and other measures don’t go far enough, and called for the
government to be reordered around digital IDs and artiQcial intelligence. Said Blair,
“We need to take a Qrm decision that we’re going for digital ID… we should embrace it
fully and roll it out as soon as we can because it will have an immediate set of
beneQts.”

The European Commission says its new plan for digital ID will harmonize
identiQcation processes across European states. This will make bureaucracies more
eVcient and increase user convenience. With the EU Digital Identity Wallet, all
Europeans will soon be able to access services and share documents across the EU
without revealing their full identities or other private information.

But digital ID is a Trojan Horse for restricting speech online, enacting mass
surveillance, and enforcing political compliance. In February 2024, European Union
legislators included a uniQed digital identity system in an update to their original 2014
electronic IDentiQcation, Authentication and trust Services (eIDAS). At the World
Economic Forum’s annual meeting this year, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez
called for “an end to anonymity on social media” and for forcing “all these platforms to
link every user account to an European Digital Identity Wallet.” The instrument for
this surveillance will be the digital ID wallet app that users can easily install on their
phones.

https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/tony-blair-use-tech-tough-populism-crime-justice-commission-v58gsvndl
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32024R1183
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Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda (C) poses with World Economic Forum
founder and chairman Klaus Schwab (L) and former British Prime Minister Tony
Blair at the World Economic Forum in Davos, 26 January 2008 prior to the Prime

Minister's address. (FABRICE COFFRINI/AFP via Getty Images)

The wallet has some potential beneQts. According to the European Commission, for
example, EU citizens residing in a member state other than the one in which they were
born will be able to use digital IDs to apply for documentation they need for work
permits. Similar processes will apply to any cross-border business where oVcial
documents are required. And digital ID, Blair argues, “empowers the individual” by
allowing you “to simplify your transactions with the government.” What’s more, he
says, digital ID and other measures like facial recognition technology will help identify
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illegal immigrants and reduce crime.

However, privacy experts point out that none of the intended beneQts are signiQcant
enough to outweigh the disadvantages that a uniQed digital ID system brings.
Governments can easily use the system to collect data on citizens, and the European
Digital Identity Wallet is intended to be an “app for everything.” This will eventually
allow for veriQcation of attributes such as age, drivers licence, and vaccination status,
both for online and ojine services. EU states are obliged to oker the app to citizens
by the end of 2026 and the Commission has set a target of 80% of EU citizens using the
app by 2030.

Blair, the Times of London reported, views digital ID as the solution to get tough on
populism and its causes. “What the populists do is they take a real grievance and they
exploit it but they very omen don’t want to have a solution because solutions are much
tougher than talking about problems,” Blair said. Digital IDs and artiQcial intelligence,
he argued, would allow the government to improve public services and undercut
populist sentiment.

The intention of policymakers is for everything from electronic documents, including
passports, to health insurance numbers and all health data, to tax returns and access to
bank accounts, to be stored in one mobile wallet app. EU citizens will use this wallet
when going to the doctor, when taking public transport, when logging on to Facebook
or X, when logging on to a government website to pay taxes, when shopping online, or
when paying for purchases in person in a shop.

The Qnal technical design of the European Digital Identity Wallet is currently under
negotiation. These blueprints will have a big impact on whether or not users will be
suVciently protected when using the system. What is behind the intense push for
digital IDs, and how can Europeans resist it?

https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/tony-blair-use-tech-tough-populism-crime-justice-commission-v58gsvndl
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14399-European-Digital-Identity-Wallets-registration-of-relying-parties_en
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Digital ID wallets are "One tool rules them all," said Thomas Lohninger, CEO of civil
rights organization Epicenter.Works and Vice President of European Digital Rights
(EDRi), in a 2023 presentation. Epicenter.Works and EDRi have repeatedly objected to
the wallets’ ability to forward user data. In response to this criticism, the Commission
has put in place some safeguards to prevent the collection of data by third parties in
the private sector, but the risk of spying by the wallet provider itself remains.

“It will depend on the national implementation. The EU law doesn’t suVciently
prohibit the wallet provider, which could be member states or Google, from obtaining
information about user transactions. There is a loophole that could still undermine the
unobservability safeguard,” Thomas Lohninger told me.

One Tool To Rule Them All

https://media.ccc.de/v/camp2023-57548-digital_identity_and_digital_euro
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Lohninger and I have been talking about the wallet since 2023. "Both Vice President
[Margrethe] Vestager and Commissioner [Thierry] Breton have argued that users
should decide what they share via their Wallet App. It is hard to reconcile this claim
with the lack of essential safeguards in the Commission’s proposal," said Lohninger in
a criticism of the dram legislation two years ago.

His organization has been vocal from day one against the regulation and its potential
to undermine anonymity on the internet, as well as “scenarios of abuse against
vulnerable groups in society and the risks of surveillance and spying.”

"The proposal was launched in June 2021, so if you remember, that was still quite close
to the Covid-19 pandemic and the lockdowns, where everything had to move digital.
And commissioners Breton and Vestager, I think, wanted to ride that wave of Covid a
little bit and wanted to propose something, that is easier swallowed, if people are more
eager to do things online," Lohninger told me.

"The biggest disgrace of this reform is the fact that there are absolutely no safeguards
that prevent the governments which provide the Wallet from surveilling everything its
users do with it," Epicenter.Works’ analysis reports. "Given that this tool may be used
in all areas of life (health, transport, Qnance, online, etc.) the amount of information a
government can obtain about people’s life is on a panoptical level."

According to this analysis, wallet users could Qnd a retection of their entire lives in
this single set of data about how they use their wallet: where they go, what they buy,
who they associate with, what health problems they have and even what they write
under a pseudonym on social networks. This could allegedly be avoided entirely by
technical standards that ensure unobservability. The European Parliament has even
adopted a textthat would provide the desired security. However, during the Czech
presidency of the Council of the EU, the Czech Deputy Prime Minister for
Digitalisation, Ivan Bartoš of the Czech Pirate Party, threw all the security safeguards

https://edri.org/our-work/orwells-wallet-european-electronic-identity-system-leads-us-straight-into-surveillance-capitalism/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-europe-digital-id/
https://epicenter.works/en/content/eu-digital-identity-reform-the-good-bad-ugly-in-the-eidas-regulation
https://epicenter.works/en/content/eu-digital-identity-reform-the-good-bad-ugly-in-the-eidas-regulation
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2023-0038_EN.html
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ok the table.

Ivan Bartoš (Credit: Newsroom.Consilium.Europa.EU)

"The European Parliament has really outdone itself with the safeguards it added, and
in Council it looked really good for a long time. But then the Czech government took
over with the Czech presidency and minister Ivan Bartoš was responsible for the
eIDAS regulation and I still don't understand what motivated him, but he gave away
all of the safeguards," said Lohninger.

Representatives of civil society organizations participating in the trialogue repeatedly
requested a meeting with Minister Bartoš, but they were not granted. Bartoš, on the
other hand, met with representatives of Big Tech.
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"I know he met with Google and other representatives of various companies, but he
never met with representatives of civil society, although we tried many times,"
Lohninger told me in November 2023 during the Qlming of a show about digital IDs.

Under the eIDAS Regulation, the Commission has to announce the technical
speciQcations of how the wallet is to work six months amer the law is adopted. So, for
the last two years, a group of representatives of the Member States has been meeting
in complete secrecy, under intuence from tech industry groups to prepare this
technical standard. The document the group produced is called the "Architecture
Reference Framework" (ARF) and was Qrst released in January 2023 as version 1.0.

The second internal version 1.2 is dated to June 2023, and “both could not be further
from the democratically agreed-upon legal text," Epicenter.Works reported. The
following version of the ARF, published by the Commission, aroused even stronger
opposition.

“We see severe shortcomings in the ARF that either contradict the regulation or
ignore important elements of it. These issues, if lem unaddressed, could signiQcantly
undermine user rights and privacy. Therefore we urge the European Commission to
resolve these critical concerns,” Epicenter.Works commented.

One of the fundamental aspects of user privacy is the ability to use pseudonyms. The
eIDAS Regulation gives users the right to use pseudonyms instead of their real
identity in situations where they are not legally obliged to disclose their real identity.
However, the ARF introduced the concept of a “pseudonym provider,” which is not
mentioned in the regulation. This provider could potentially link pseudonyms to the
user's real identity. The technical proposal therefore potentially allows law
enforcement authorities to identify the authors of social media posts that were written
amer logging in with a digital identity.

https://reporteri.substack.com/p/bartos-odstranil-zabezpeceni-digitalnich
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/expert-groups/consult?lang=en&groupID=3032
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/european-digital-identity-wallet-architecture-and-reference-framework
https://epicenter.works/en/content/eu-digital-identity-reform-the-good-bad-ugly-in-the-eidas-regulation
https://github.com/eu-digital-identity-wallet/eudi-doc-architecture-and-reference-framework/blob/main/docs/arf.md
https://epicenter.works/en/content/eidas-building-trust-or-invading-privacy
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“That not only undermines the purpose of pseudonymity but creates a risk of mass
surveillance,” Epienter.Works reports. The organisation also argues that this backdoor
for surveillance is not in the eIDAS regulation and the document detailing it had to be
leaked to them.

All this is occurring at a time when growing populist sentiment threatens to unseat
establishment European politicians. Much of this backlash has been made possible by
free expression online, which undercuts the ability of legacy media to shape political
narratives and public opinion.

As their intuence declines, elites must search for increasingly authoritarian tools to
maintain control. Across the EU, Covid was a test case for the use of vaccine passports
to limit movement and access to spaces and services. Politicians, knowingly or
unknowingly, now appear to be seizing on digital ID as a way to create a similar
system of population control.

Why is the European Commission pushing for centralized digital IDs? While some of
the motivation may be the convenience of digitization, privacy advocates agree that a
key purpose of the tool is surveillance. On top of this, elites’ loss of power is driving
them to ever more desperate measures. The only way for them to retain intuence may
be through digital IDs that chill speech by destroying online anonymity and linking
social media to Qnancial and medical services.

The Fight Against Digital IDs

https://netzpolitik.org/2024/eudi-wallet-a-wallet-full-of-loopholes/
https://epicenter.works/en/content/eidas-building-trust-or-invading-privacy
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Digitalization is one of the stated goals in the UN report, called “Global Digital
Compact: an open, free and secure digital future for all.” The proposals contained in
this report were adopted by world governments at the Summit of the Future in
September 2024. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation also supports global ekorts to
digitize public infrastructure, and has pledged $10 million to support the Modular
Open Source IdentiQcation Platform (MOSIP), a technology developed to create
national digital identiQcation systems.

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-gobal-digi-compact-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/articles/mosip-digital-id-systems
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fa0467b75-b918-44e7-9079-6bd6840e1196_826x670.heic
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This suggests that the move toward digital IDs is a must-have, not a nice-to-have for
elites.

Yet as in the case of mass online censorship, there will be resistance. In the UK, the
NGO Big Brother Watch is campaigning for the legal right to refuse digital ID. And
already, we are seeing divisions in recent parliamentary debates over Europe’s
censorship legislation, the Digital Services Act, with conservative groups raising
major concerns. If ekectively mobilized, these groups, as well as privacy advocates,
may be able to resist the implementation of digital IDs as well.

Epicenter.Works waited at Qrst, but when they found out that no one else was going to
protest the EU digital ID wallet, they started taking the issue seriously. Under
relentless pressure, the European Commission has backed away from the most
dystopian parts of the legislation.

Critics pointed to the WEF's 2018 report on Digital ID, which admits that the tool has
the potential to discriminate, stating that for individuals it could "open up (or close
ok) the digital world, with its jobs, political activities, education, Qnancial services,
healthcare and more.” This point was then addressed in the legislation by the
prohibition of discrimination against citizens who will not be able or will not want to
use the digital identity wallet.

It is now prohibited to charge a higher price or exclude access to any service or good
for persons who choose not to use the wallet in a particular situation. This provision
was one of the main demands of digital rights defenders to protect, for example, the
elderly or children without a smartphone and their participation in society. Such
protections have support from the political Lem, because anyone whose oVcial
records do not match their real identity, such as transgender people, will also be
protected. Practice will show whether these safeguards are in fact respected.

https://bigbrotherwatch.org.uk/campaigns/no2digitalid/
https://web.archive.org/web/20230502072717/https:/www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_INSIGHT_REPORT_Digital%20Identity.pdf
https://epicenter.works/en/content/eu-digital-identity-reform-the-good-bad-ugly-in-the-eidas-regulation
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And despite all these assurances, the digital ID wallet has lost the trust of the
European Commission's own developer. The digital wallet can create a “single point of
failure where issuer corruption can cause huge damage to persecuted minorities and
targeted subjects,” somware developer Denis Roio, an expert in digital social
innovation, said in his analysis amer more than a decade of leading development for
the European Commission.

In its latest statement, Epicenter Works thanked the Commission for its
improvements to protect human rights, "but the latest proposals still contain some
serious privacy and transparency issues," it added, referring to its open letter to the
European Commission.

One beneQt to Europeans is the lessons of history. Europeans have a lot of experience
with identiQcation, numbers, and ID-emblems from the Second World War. This
historical memory serves as a warning for many. Therefore, labels and accusations will
not deter the public from protesting against the use of European digital wallets.
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Government-Funded NGOs, Linked To NATO, Are
Interfering In European Elections
“Correctiv” and “Institute for Strategic Dialogue” are military and intelligence front groups
spreading disinformation about German farmers and politicians, evidence suggests

 AND 
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Sasha Havlicek, CEO, Institute for Strategic Dialogue (left); German Green Party
politician and Minister for Family Affairs, Lisa Paus (center); and Correctiv"

founder, David Schraven, at an anti-AfD rally (right)

Last week, Public reported that European politicians are waging a disinformation
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campaign aimed at smearing their political opponents as linked to Russia. The current
eNort appears related to a disinformation operation by the French military. In
February, French military oOcials claimed that “websites” were promoting “an anti-
French narrative.”

In February and now, Western government oOcials made accusations against their
political enemies but made no arrests and announced no prosecutions, which likely
means they do not have any evidence of criminal activity. As such, government
military and intelligence agencies are engaged in essentially political activities
unrelated to national security and thus illegal.

Now, Public has learned that both NATO-funded and government-funded NGOs are
working with government bodies to interfere in German elections. Their “inTuence
operation” aims to keep Germany in line with American foreign policy objectives and
undermine the European peace movement.

The evidence suggests that European intelligence agencies and NATO are breaking
domestic EU laws against foreign election interference. The EU prohibits elected
oOcials and politicians from using military, intelligence, and security agencies to
advance political and electoral means.

In January, Public reported that both the German government and a slew of NGOs
linked to American national security interests, like Pierre Omidyar and George Soros’
philanthropic foundations, had funded a disinformation campaign through a fake fact-
checking website called “Correctiv,” which smeared protesting German farmers as
“far-right” and somehow linked to Russia. In truth, the farmers were protesting high
energy prices, and Correctiv produced no evidence of any Russia links.

Correctiv had implied in an article published on January 15 that politicians from the
conservative political parties Alternative for Germany (AfD), Christian Democrats

https://public.substack.com/p/european-officials-weaponize-intelligence
https://public.substack.com/p/soros-facebook-and-omidyar-money?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=279400&post_id=141178356&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=b6ygj&triedRedirect=true
https://correctiv.org/en/top-stories/2024/01/15/secret-plan-against-germany/


2/9/25, 8:57 AMGovernment-Funded NGOs, Linked To NATO, Are Interfering In European Elections

Page 3 of 9https://www.public.news/p/government-funded-ngos-linked-to?utm_source=publication-search

(CDU), and Values Union had met with far-right activists at a hotel in Potsdam, just
outside Berlin, to plot the stripping of non-ethnic Germans of their citizenship,
followed by their mass deportation to North Africa. The Correctiv story was titled
“Secret plan against Germany.”

Recently, information has come to light proving that Correctiv likely served as a front
group for German intelligence agencies. The German government’s domestic
intelligence service had advance knowledge of the private meetings in Potsdam.
Correctiv met in private with representatives of the German government, reported the
newspaper Berliner Zeitung. Neither Correctiv nor the German government’s
intelligence agencies have revealed the information they exchanged.

Why is this happening? Because the German government is wildly unpopular and its
critics, from AfD to the farmers, became vehicles through which voters who are
discontented with exorbitant energy prices and rapid deindustrialization could express
their anger. For example, at the peak of the farmers’ protests in January 81% of
Germans expressed support for the farmers’ cause. The ruling coalition of Social
Democrats, Greens, and Free Liberals is historically unpopular and threatens to fall
apart.

And voices are getting louder in their demand to withdraw Germany’s support to
Ukraine. These calls were also made at some farmers' rallies and by AfD politicians.
Even prominent Social Democratic politicians are now demanding a negotiated end to
the conTict. But the Green Party remains hawkish and wants to escalate Germany’s
involvement.

Here is where NATO fronts like the Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD) come in. The
think tank recently published a report by their authors Paula Matlach and Sara
Bundtzen which claimed that German farmers have “a potential for (spontaneous)
mobilisation and a breeding ground for far-right ideology.”

https://www.tichyseinblick.de/tichys-einblick/verfassungsschutz-presseclub-haldenwang-correctiv-medien-journalisten/
https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/politik-gesellschaft/enthuellung-correctiv-traf-sich-haeufiger-mit-bundesregierung-als-bislang-bekannt-li.2185425
https://rp-online.de/panorama/deutschland/bauern-proteste-81-prozent-haben-verstaendnis_aid-104829641
https://www.merkur.de/politik/sonntagsfrage-umfrage-union-cdu-csu-spd-taurus-streit-afd-wahl-92900190.html
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/delegitimisation-of-the-demos-gegen-rechts-by-pro-russian-and-far-right-actors-in-germany/
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/chance-or-cultivation-farmers-protests-in-germany-and-the-far-right/
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The authors claim that the Tag of a 1920s proto-fascistic farmers’ association was
spotted at some of the recent rallies. But they add that “many protesters may be
unaware of the dangerous context of the narratives and symbolism used.” However,
they also insist that “those who — knowingly or unknowingly — use such symbols are
in doing so reproducing signihers of anti-democratic and nationalist sentiments.”

Other “evidence” cited by Matlach and Bundtzen: they quote an activist who attacked
“the goals of Agenda 2030, the ‘Club of Rome’, the World Economic Forum, the IPCC,
and ‘NGOs’” at an event organized by a farmers’ group.

In other words, criticism of state and intelligence-linked organizations is by dehnition
“far-right,” according to the ISD. In reality, ISD, like Correctiv, is simply spreading
disinformation aimed at inTuencing German politics.

The ISD has sought to create a house of mirrors about disinformation. It recently
smeared critics of Correctiv as “pro-Russian and far-right actors.” Ironically, ISD
claimed it was “disinformation” to say that the protests against the German far-right
were “orchestrated by the state.” In fact, it is clear that the German state did have a
heavy hand in riling up the mass protests.

Donors to the ISD include German government agencies, the European Commission,
the US State Department, the US Department of Homeland Security, as well as private
“philanthropies” like the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, George Soros’ Open
Society Foundations, and the Omidyar Group.

ISD also maintained an “Election Dashboard,” “Hamilton 2.0,” in collaboration with
the Alliance for Securing Democracy (ASD) to monitor the alleged spread of
“misinformation” ahead of Germany’s federal election in 2021. Matt Taibbi’s Racket
News reported last year that the ASD is a major purveyor of disinformation. Former
Twitter executives debunked ASD’s claim that genuine social media posts had been

https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/delegitimisation-of-the-demos-gegen-rechts-by-pro-russian-and-far-right-actors-in-germany/
https://www.isdglobal.org/partnerships-and-funders/
https://securingdemocracy.gmfus.org/german-election-dashboard/
https://www.racket.news/p/move-over-jayson-blair-meet-hamilton?r=b6ygj&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web
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created by Russian bots.

And yet, major German news media regularly cite talking points provided by the ISD,
which has thus a major impact on public debate and on voters.

Who are the authors of the ISD disinformation attacking German farmers?  Prior to
joining the ISD, Paula Matlach served in NATO’s “Strategic Communications Centre
of Excellence.” Her colleague Sara Bundtzen previously worked as a staNer in NATO’s
Joint Intelligence and Security Division before taking a job in the European
Commission to enforce the “Digital Services Act” (DSA).

That 2022 law gives the European Union broad powers to regulate and crack down on
social media sites for hosting “hate speech,” a cover to censor free speech.

Other ISD staNers have links to NATO and intelligence groups too. Matlach shares a
by-line on the recent ISD article that criticized the attacks on Correctiv as
“disinformation” with Solveig Barth, ISD’s project coordinator in Germany. Barth’s
biography lists past work experience at the NATO Civil-Military Cooperation Centre
of Excellence as well as the Military Co-Operation Command of the German military.
Barth was recently interviewed by the major public news program Tagesschau to
provide “expert” evidence that criticism of Correctiv was a far-right tactic. Tagesschau
is funded by a mandatory fee on all German residents.

In other words, groups like the ISD serve as important conduits for military and state
propaganda. Many individuals working in the censorship-industrial complex move
freely from government and military jobs to state-linked NGOs.

ISD did not respond to a request for comment on this story nor has ever responded to
multiple requests for comments from Public in the past.

As such, ISD is a taxpayer-funded government propaganda operation that is spreading

https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/wie-russische-hacker-und-rechtsextreme-die-bundestagswahl-manipulieren-a-61681359-0002-0001-0000-000177062071
https://open.substack.com/pub/public/p/europe-on-cusp-of-mass-secret-censorship?r=b6ygj&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/delegitimisation-of-the-demos-gegen-rechts-by-pro-russian-and-far-right-actors-in-germany/
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd_team/solveig-barth/
https://www.tagesschau.de/faktenfinder/kontext/analyse-demos-gegen-rechts-100.html
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disinformation against German farmers, conservative politicians, and anti-war
activists in an eNort to inTuence elections, all of which is a violation of European laws
aimed at preventing election interference by government agencies in general and
military and intelligence organizations in particular.

NATO regularly coordinates interference in European states' domestic politics. As
Revolver News revealed in 2022, a NATO front called the “Integrity Initiative” worked
together behind the scenes in 2018 to prevent the appointment of a Spanish national
security oOcial they deemed “pro-Kremlin.” Nina Jankowicz, whom Joe Biden had
tried to appoint as a “disinformation” czar, was involved in the interference. The ISD
is cut from the same cloth.

European governments, including Germany’s, have been relentless in their eNorts to
weaponize intelligence agencies to spread disinformation and censor their political
enemies. EU Commissar Thierry Beton recently announced that the EU has opened
“formal infringement proceedings” against Elon Musk’s X for alleged violations of the
DSA, including a “Suspected breach of obligations to counter #IllegalContent and
#Disinformation.”

The German government Toated the idea of shutting down the Telegram app as
recently as two years ago when many farmers’ protest actions were planned. It has
since abandoned this goal.

The German Minister for Family ANairs, the Green Party politician Lisa Paus, has
threatened to redehne free speech. At a press conference in February, where she
promoted the passage of a law that would make government funding for favored NGOs
permanent, Paus said: “Many enemies of democracy know very well what still falls
under freedom of expression on social media platforms. Where necessary, we as the
federal government will review laws and, if necessary, make adjustments.”

https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/60a58b3b-ba18-4f6d-b6fb-b68fd2296ec5_en?filename=soteu2018-factsheet-free-fair-elections_en.pdf
https://revolver.news/2022/05/biden-minister-of-truth-nina-jankowicz-and-the-secret-nato-funded-cabal-to-subvert-western-democracies-using-disinformation-as-cover/
https://twitter.com/ThierryBreton/status/1736701607553692020?s=20
https://twitter.com/hashtag/IllegalContent?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Disinformation?src=hashtag_click
https://www.nius.de/politik/kubicki-warnt-vor-plan-von-lisa-paus-das-demokratiefoerdergesetz-ist-eine-gefahr-fuer-unsere-demokratie/f3d8f200-706f-4dac-8af3-f5bebb53dbae
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This is why exposing NATO and government propagandists is so important. As long
as there is free speech and a free press, journalists can expose government
disinformation, censorship, and other abuses of power.

Aqer Public and other independent journalists had exposed Correctiv’s
disinformation, Correctiv stealth-edited its false claims and publicly conceded that its
original report had created the misleading impression that it had direct evidence that
the participants of the meeting in Potsdam had planned a mass deportation campaign.
In fact, Correctiv had none. Correctiv’s prestige massively suNered as a result.

While European and North American governments continue to spread disinformation
about their political enemies, we are not in 2017 anymore. Defenders of free speech
have a greater awareness of the disinformation games that governments play. There is
now substantial evidence that EU politicians, the French military, and NATO are
behind recent disinformation campaigns. The more they are exposed, the less power
they’ll have.
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Soros And US Government Behind Conspiracy
Theories And Attacks On “Twitter Files Brazil”
The largest donor to the Democratic Party has funneled over $62 million into Brazil to "kill
off civil society" by creating US government-funded NGOs that spread misinformation and
demand censorship
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From left to right: Felipe Neto, Lula ally now “partnered” with US Embassy in
Brazil; Alex Soros and George Soros; President Lula; Alexandre de Moraes;

President Joe Biden and Alexander Soros

An extremist imperialist global conspiracy aimed at misleading the public and
undermining democracy was behind the April 3, 2024 publication of the “Twitter Files
Brazil,” say leading Brazilian journalists, researchers, and social media inOuencers.

Intercept Brasil claimed that the U.S. House Judiciary Committee, which had
produced a report on censorship in Brazil, inspired by the Twitter Files Brazil, was
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defending neo-Nazi groups in order to attack Supreme Court Justice, Alexandre de
Moraes.

NetLab, a research laboratory based at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro on
April 24th claimed in a report that X owner Elon Musk had used “bots,” or fake users,
to criticize de Moraes on X.

And a YouTube inOuencer named Felipe Neto, who has 46 million followers, claimed
on ICL, a public TV station, that the Twitter Files were Musk’s attempt to manipulate
public opinion through “pseudo-journalists.”

But none of those claims are true.

The House Judiciary report did not defend neo-Nazis. It simply listed them among
many other cases of censorship.

There is no evidence to support NetLab’s conspiracy theory that Musk unleashed a bot
attack. NetLab likely mislabeled authentic users as bots. But it’s impossible to know
since the report is self-published, obscures its methodology, and can’t be replicated.

And, as my colleagues Michael Shellenberger and Eli Viera have repeatedly noted, in
Portuguese and English, on X, in numerous articles, and while testifying, twice, before
Brazil’s Congress, we are not part of any conspiracy. Musk did not know we would
publish the Twitter Files Brazil, nor did the Brazilian politicians who reacted to them.

Even so, the conspiracy theories about Twitter Files Brazil have had a major impact.

Minister Alexandre de Moraes summoned Google executives to testify based solely on
a 2023 NetLab report about Google a]er a Lula government o^cial initiated an
investigation, and the president of Brazil’s Chamber of Deputies, equivalent to the
House of Representatives in the United States, aled a criminal complaint.

https://netlab.eco.ufrj.br/post/a-atividade-de-perfis-inaut%C3%AAnticos-no-debate-sobre-elon-musk-e-alexandre-de-moraes-no-x-antigo-tw
https://twitter.com/ICLNoticias/status/1778776378982137857
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None of the individuals or think tanks who spread those conspiracy theories ever
bothered to reach out to interview us. No major news media outlet debunked the
NetLab study; rather, many endorsed it.

One prominent journalist, Leandro Demori, published personal information about me.

And yet all of these individuals and institutions claim to be gravely concerned about
the impact of misinformation on democracy, constantly warn of conspiracy theories,
and condemn attacks on journalists.

Why are Brazilian think tanks and news organizations spreading misinformation
about the Twitter Files Brazil? Who was behind the attacks?

The Brazil reporters and think tanks followed the lead of de Moraes, who accused
Musk of being part of an extremist plot to undermine Brazil’s sovereignty and
democracy. He called him an “irresponsible businessman” motivated by proat who
had "joined forces" with "extremist Brazilian politicians."

The groups that attack the Twitter Files-Brazil have long urged greater censorship. In
May 2023, NetLab published a report accusing Google of manipulating search results
to undermine the Fake News Bill.

They also harass journalists. Demori, who doxxed me, works for EBC, a public
television network, and used to work for Intercept Brasil. In 2023, Neto waged a
harassment campaign against the journalist Andreza Matais, then-editor of the
newspaper O Estado de São Paulo.

Why did Neto attack her? Perhaps because Matais’ team had revealed that individuals
linked to criminal factions had been in Lula's ministry o^ces and were received by

The Plot “To Kill Off Civil Society”

https://ainvestigacao.com/noticias/a-investigacao/jornalista-leandro-demori-tem-incitado-as-redes-em-defesa-do-governo-lula/
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government members. Evidence shows that Matais’ reporting upset Lula and incited
his supporters to attack the journalists.

In Twitter Files - Brazil Part 2, we revealed that Neto had privileged access to Twitter,
which he used to request censorship during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Neto is the founder of Instituto Vero, an NGO that aims to “protect democracy,
promote online discourse, and develop solutions to combat misinformation.”

On April 23, 2024, Neto tweeted that George Soros’s Open Society Foundation funds
Vero. According to the Open Society website, it gave Instituto Vero $250,000 in 2021 to
work on “combating misinformation.”

The US government has also helped Neto. On April 26, 2024, three weeks a]er the
publication of the Twitter Files, Neto announced on X that he had partnered with the
U.S. Embassy.

https://cbn.globoradio.globo.com/media/audio/425283/dama-do-trafico-lula-defende-dino-e-diz-que-nao-ha.htm
https://twitter.com/EliVieiraJr/status/1778175188678369703
https://twitter.com/felipeneto/status/1782832114137755886
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants/past?filter_keyword=Instituto+Vero&grant_id=OR2021-81850
https://twitter.com/kimpaim/status/1784367606964928956
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And Instituto Vero works directly with the Superior Electoral Court's (TSE)
“Misinformation Confrontation Program.”

Who is Neto? Once a prominent critic of President Lula, Neto became a supporter,
actively campaigning for him in 2022. In 2023, Lula appointed Neto to a working group
within the Ministry of Human Rights and Citizenship, established to combat hate
speech and extremism, particularly focusing on the regulation of social media.

In early 2023, Neto spoke at the United Nations Educational, Scientiac and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), where he advocated for social media regulation and claimed
that these platforms had created an “environment of disorder.”

In 2020, Instituto Vero sponsored TSE events featuring Graham Brookie, senior
director at DFRLab, which is one of four organizations that the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) asked to engage in censorship advocacy in 2019 and 2020 as
part of the “Election Integrity Partnership” and the “Virality Project,” both of which
were led by the Stanford Internet Observatory.

At this event, DFRLab trained TSE stan on “identifying and combating
misinformation.”

As for Intercept Brasil, it was created and ananced by billionaire eBay founder Pierre
Omidyar, and Soros. In 2022, Soros’ Open Society Foundations gave Intercept - Brazil
$207,000 in funding through its “First Look Institute.”

Open Society has also funded Sleeping Giants, which launched a campaign to
demonetize the X, a]er Musk criticized de Moraes. Open Society Foundation (OSF)
and Ford Foundation gave the group $470,000 in 2022 and 2023.

During the 2022 election campaign, the TSE, chaired by Moraes, endorsed
recommendations made by SGBR, and in August 2023, Mayara Stelle, co-founder of

https://revistaoeste.com/politica/na-unesco-felipe-neto-defende-regulamentacao-das-redes-sociais/
https://portal.stf.jus.br/noticias/verNoticiaDetalhe.asp?idConteudo=490744&ori=1
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants/past?filter_keyword=first+Look&grant_id=OR2022-87740
https://twitter.com/slpng_giants_pt/status/1777750854474273004
https://www.gazetadopovo.com.br/vida-e-cidadania/sleeping-giants-recebeu-r-24-mi-de-fundacoes-bilionarias-que-financiam-ongs-e-pautas-de-esquerda/
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Sleeping Giants, participated in the "Combating Disinformation and Defending
Democracy" seminar held by the Brazilian Supreme Court (STF), alongside Alexandre
de Moraes.

Finally, Open Society funds NetLab, giving it $315,000, one of its largest grants.

These groups all seek to reinforce each other. NetLab, for example, has previously
praised Sleeping Giants Brazil as “a successful example in combating Fake News.”

A US government employee who spoke on background to the Public said Soros’ Open
Society Foundations are replacing civil society NGOs with ones controlled by the US
government.

“They have a plan for every country,” the person said, “and funds NGOs that are all
coordinated in the plan. Then, the NGOs apply for and get US government funding.
And because Soros is the Democrats’ biggest donor, when he says ‘Do what the NGOs
want,’ they do. Then, governments pluck people out of the NGOs and make them
government ministers.”

The role of Soros’ Open Society Foundation, the person said, is “to kill on civil
society.”

There is no questioning the inOuence of George Soros and his son Alexander who runs
the Foundation. Open Society Foundations gave away $62 million to NGOs in Brazil in
2020, 2021, and 2022.

Alexander Soros "recently met with members of the Biden Administration, Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and some heads of state, including Brazil’s President
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva and Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, to advocate for

Exposing the Censorship Industrial Complex
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some of the issues important to the family," reported CNN in 2023.

Soros even funds Brazil’s largest newspaper, the Folha de São Paulo, which falsely
claimed on April 11, the day a]er my colleague Michael Shellenberger and I testiaed
before the Brazilian Senate, that Shellenberger advocated “tolerance” of Nazism. In
reality, he advocated free speech so that civil society could denounce Nazism.

But the Twitter Files Brazil exposed the Censorship Industrial Complex and its
relationship to Soros-Funded NGOs, journalists, and inOuencers.

And, now, several ongoing legal cases aim to uncover the identities of the SGBR
operators, who o]en use VPNs to hide their IP addresses. In 2020, a couple of 22-year-
old university students claimed responsibility for SGBR's operations, but many suspect
they are merely fronts for the actual people behind the scenes.

In March 2024, nearly a year a]er the report, the Attorney General’s O^ce (PGR)
requested the dismissal of the inquiry against Google's executives, citing the weakness
of the evidence and legal claims.

It’s now clear that, since the publication of “Twitter Files Brazil” on April 3, the real
extremist imperialist conspiracy is the one demanding censorship.
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86 41 Share Transcript

The claim by Republican vice presidential candidate J.D. Vance
during his debate with Democratic vice presidential candidate Tim
Walz that Vice President Kamala Harris "is engaged in censorship
at an industrial scale” was false, according to Politifact. That’s
because “the Biden administration’s eHorts to contact platforms
about social media posts weren’t censorship unless they crossed
the line into coercion,” which they didn’t do, explained Politifact.

A Columbia University political science professor told Politifact
that “attempts to limit the spread of dangerous or false
information pertaining to election results or vaccines’ eMcacy
during a pandemic ‘is not a threat to democracy.’”

In fact, contrary to Politifact’s claims, preventing people from
criticizing elections on the Internet undermines our democracy.
The public’s ability to exercise free speech and question election
results or procedures is something that ensures our elections are
free and fair.

And even Politifact had to acknowledge that Meta CEO Mark
Zuckerberg sent a letter in August to the House Judiciary
Committee where he said the Biden-Harris administration
"repeatedly pressured" Meta to censor certain COVID-19 content.

PolitiFact waved away this letter by noting that the Supreme Court
ruled that federal employees pressuring social media companies to
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remove posts was not unconstitutional. It quoted Justice Amy
Coney Barrett who wrote, "The evidence indicates that the
platforms had independent incentives to moderate content and
o[en exercised their own judgment."

But the Court did not consider the US government’s pressure of
Meta or many other cases of government demands for censorship.
And ultimately the Court dismissed the case on standing.

Why did Politifact get it so wrong? Perhaps because, as Politfact
explained in its article, it “partners with Meta on its fact-checking
program to slow misinformation’s spread.”

In other words, Politifact is part and parcel of the Censorship
Industrial Complex we have documented over the last two years.

In truth, governments are waging war on free speech. Australia is
at risk of passing sweeping censorship legislation in November.
The Irish government has abandoned its hate speech legislation
for this term, but governing parties are promising to bring it back.
And the European Union is well on its way to implementing the
most aggressive censorship agenda in the West.

And, over the last three weeks, one of the world’s most in_uential
and largest billionaires and philanthropists, Bill Gates, and two
recent Secretaries of State, John Kerry and Hillary Clinton, have all
made strong calls to censor the Internet of wrongthink. Gates’ new
Net_ix show is called “What’s Next?” and he demands AI-powered
censorship, ostensibly, of online harassment and wrongspeech on
vaccines.

https://www.politifact.com/article/2018/feb/12/principles-truth-o-meter-politifacts-methodology-i/#Social%20media
https://www.facebook.com/business/help/1964098996981326?id=211528469955719
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Former Secretary of State John Kerry; Former Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton; Bill Gates onstage to promote his new

Netflix documentary, "What’s Next?” (Getty Images)

Why is this happening? And what can be done to prevent the
imposition of mass censorship?

Mike Benz, the founder of the Foundation for Freedom Online, has
answers to these questions. In June, we were proud to host a
gathering of journalists, researchers, and free speech advocates in
London to examine the Censorship Industrial Complex in depth.
One of the highlights was Benz’s presentation.

While many readers of Public are likely to have seen Benz speak
before, his hour-long talk for us was unique and elled with
fascinating historical details.

The Censorship Industrial Complex, Benz explained, came out of

Counterpopulism Blowback From
Foreign Regime Change
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its apparent opposite: the Free Speech Industrial Complex. Why?
Because a[er World War II, the US government’s advocacy for free
speech worldwide allowed the U.S. “to pry open societies to get our
political in_uence networks embedded,” he explained. “You can't
do that if an authoritarian state boxes you out.”

In order for the US to manage its global empire a[er World War II,
“we built an enormous web of institutions to do free speech
diplomacy and empowered executive agencies such as USAID in
the State Department to advocate for explicit judicial reforms.

“It's actually in the charter of USAID to use that money to get laws
passed, including laws around free speech, passing sanctions on
countries like Iran and North Korea that would crack down on
journalists, who serendipitously happen to be journalists funded by
USAID, the State Department, the National Endowment for
Democracy, and others.

“A declassieed 1948 memo called the ‘Inauguration of Organized
Political Warfare,’ penned by George Kennan, who is sort of the
main godfather egure of the Central Intelligence Agency, just 12
days a[er the CIA rigged the election in Italy, explained why we
need to do this everywhere in perpetuity because it's a brave new
world and this is just something we have to do.”

“We have been handicapped, however, by popular attachment to
the concept of a basic diHerence between peace and war,” wrote
Kennan in the memo, “We have to inaugurate a doctrine of
organized political warfare to achieve our national objectives,
further our in_uence and authority, and weaken those of our
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adversaries. We have to do this in ways that are both overt and
covert. This includes clandestine support of friendly foreign
elements, black psychological warfare, and, yes, even
encouragement of underground forces.”

The rise of the Internet in the early 1990s was a critical moment in
this history. “In 1991,” Benz explained, “the Internet comes online
as the Cold War ends and right away is used as a so[ power
instrument. When the United States overthrew the government of
Yugoslavia and Slobodan Milosevic in 1999, the National
Endowment for Democracy, which is one of our premier CIA
cutouts, was training the Otpor movement, which would later play
a large role in the Arab Spring.”

A State Department wunderkind named Jared Cohen pioneered
the use of social media for regime change, Benz explained. “Jared
Cohen was about 26 years old and one of the youngest people in
modern history to be on the policy planning staH,” said Benz. “He
looked around at these 40, 50, 60 year olds and said, ‘What are we
doing running these operations out of U.S. embassies and
consulates? In CIA station houses, everybody we want to recruit is
using Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. We need a doctrine of
digital statecra[.’

“Jared Cohen was the talk of the town,” said Benz. “People were
talking about how this guy could be president one day. He was just
barely 30 years old and he was voted one of the 50 most powerful
people in Washington by Time Magazine.

“But then he makes a strange decision to leave this powerful post
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in the policy planning staH, coordinating the state department and
CIA activity, to join a one person think tank at Google called
Google Ideas.

“Jared Cohen maintained his national security clearance and was
eHectively moving over to Google to help Google become this
private arm of State Department and CIA activity in the region.
The Pentagon loved it. You can hear Hillary Clinton talk about all
the amazing grants they gave for free speech diplomacy. We built
up things like the Atlantic Council and Freedom House, and the
National Endowment for Democracy with tons of resources for
free speech.”

Then, in 2014, with the US government support for the “color
revolution” in Ukraine, Benz said, it started to use censorship.

“The State Department and NATO were frustrated that, despite
pumping in so many billions of dollars to _ood the zone with their
own propaganda, they still had this remnant within eastern
Ukraine and Crimea where the propaganda was not penetrating,
no matter, no matter how much money they threw at it…. People
were not accepting our propaganda. So we had to turn to a
technique in order to tune down theirs. This became the origins of
the Censorship Industrial Complex.”

 The US felt that the nature of war had changed. “You don't need
to win a military skirmish anymore,” the thinking went. “You can
simply use social media in order to create a regime change in an
election by getting swinging hearts and minds. And then that new
leader will control the military and get the military to step down.
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It's much less expensive to actually do a social media color
revolution than it is to go head-to-head with warning armies.”

The National Endowment for Democracy, explained Benz, “is the
top CIA cutout [intermediary] in the entire 10,000-strong arsenal of
the Central Intelligence Agency. CIA director William Colby
actually created it in a letter to Ronald Reagan's attorney general
about getting back the powers the CIA used to have before the
Church Committee [in 1975], but parking it at a National
Endowment for Democracy so that it didn't have CIA engerprints
on it.”

The CIA would involve itself in US politics in 2016, when its head,
John Brennan, created the basis for the investigation of the Donald
Trump campaign by manipulating an Intelligence Assessment of
Russia’s preference in US presidential candidate and having
foreign intelligence allies “bump” Trump campaign operatives in
order to justify the FBI’s “Crossere Hurricane” investigation.

“We lost the Philippines election when President Duterte was
elected,” says Benz. “Then Brexit happened in June. Then the US
elections in November. All of these elections were internet
elections. That is, the popular press and the U.S.-funded
independent media organizations in the territory, for example,
were all strongly against what happened. The month a[er Brexit in
Warsaw in July 2016, NATO formally updated its charter to add
hybrid warfare as a capacity to enancially build out.”

Germany used the allegation that Trump had colluded with the
Russian government to steal the 2016 election, was used as an



2/9/25, 8:58 AMThe Censorship Industrial Complex Is US Government Counterpopulist Blowback

Page 9 of 41https://www.public.news/p/the-censorship-industrial-complex-3c1?utm_source=publication-search

excuse for creating a “regulatory scheme in Europe around things
like [social media regulation] NetzDG in Germany.

In 2017, said Benz, there were a series of disinformation
conferences that “I call the sort of ‘dirty diplomats roadshow’
where exiles of the Hillary Clinton State Department, who all had
thought they were getting promotions to the White House
National Security Council when Hillary Clinton won the 2016
election, were unceremoniously ered” a[er Donald Trump became
president.

The National Endowment for Democracy said Benz, “embarked on
a formal quest to get censorship laws passed around the world,
which touches on what everybody in this room is concerned about,
which is this sort of mysterious homogeneity of all these
censorship laws, from Australia to Brazil to Europe with the EU
Digital Services Act. They have one thing in common: USAID’s
N.E.D. program.”

As such, what is behind today’s demands for censorship around the
world is a kind of “blowback” from decades of counterpopulist
propaganda eHorts waged by US government “deep state”
agencies, namely CIA, abroad.

Free Speech Movement Fights Back

Benz describes free speech advocates as up against big government
“You have DHS, FBI, DOD, the Department of State, and the
National Science Foundation, which is basically just the civilian
arm of the Pentagon, given censorship of their particular eeld of
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expertise. For example, you'll have misinformation grants being
given out by the Department of Energy. Or you will have COVID
censorship grants being given out by our Health and Human
Services Department. You now have White House coordination of
this with the Biden administration.”

But the Censorship Industrial Complex has faced signiecant and
growing resistance since 2022. It was that year that the DHS
announced a “Disinformation Governance Board,” which both
Democrats and Republicans denounced as Orwellian and
unAmerican. It was dissolved a few weeks later. Then, Elon Musk
bought Twitter. Reporters, including us, released the Twitter Files,
exposing deep state agencies including FBI, DHS, and CIA, and
their intermediary NGOs, demanding censorship.

From this work, we and others have been documenting and
denouncing US-aided Censorship Industrial Complex operations
abroad, including in Britain, Ireland, Brazil, Canada, Czech
Republic, the EU. We and others, including Benz, dragged the
work of the Stanford Internet Observatory into the sunlight, which
resulted in Stanford University halting its funding for its
censorship work.

The good news is that the Censorship Industrial Complex is
vulnerable to cutting oH government money for it. Benz argues
that the government money grab by censorship organizations
contributed to the downfall of the Stanford Internet Observatory
(SIO), led by a former CIA employee, earlier this year. “They were
competing with so many other censorship labs and private
censorship erms for government National Science Foundation
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funding,” explained Benz, “that they had to brag publicly about
what they were doing in order to be the tallest dandy in the eeld.
They need to because the eeld is so competitive and they're all
competing for the same grant pool.”

From those combined boasts, Benz documented the operations of
the SIO and other key censorship groups, including NATO
intermediary and the Atlantic Council, on whose board sits several
former CIA Directors. As such, Benz was a pioneer in
documenting and identifying the Censorship Industrial Complex
and its roots in deep state US government agencies returning from
CIA-led regime change eHorts abroad. And exposing the existence,
functioning, and history of the Censorship Industrial Complex is
the erst and most important step in defunding and dismantling it.

As a result of Benz’s work, millions of Americans have what the
US Intelligence Community calls “situational awareness” of the
deep state Censorship Industrial Complex, and were able to
understand Republican vice presidential candidate J.D. Vance’s
claim that Vice President Kamala Harris "is engaged in censorship
at an industrial scale.” Many of them will understand that
supposedly “neutral fact checkers” like Politifact are in fact highly
partisan, counterpopulist, and agents of spreading disinformation
as a pretext for demanding censorship. And the international free
speech, as our meeting in London in June showed, is gaining
power through mutual aid.
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Discussion about this podcast

Write a comment...

Oct 6

Liked by Michael Shellenberger

Tom Miiller

As I read this excellent history of the censorship industry, the thought came

to me and would not leave: these devious censor advocates are trying to

create the Tolkien one ring to control the whole world. They don’t care

about what people want or need, they are Sauron and they want the power

to impose their will by any means necessary.

LIKED (36) REPLY (3) SHARE

Oct 6David’s Substack

Seems that government has become too important to be left to the

people.

LIKE (18) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 6Sandra Pinches Sandra Pinches

Supreme power and money are always too important to be left to

the people.

LIKE (3) REPLY SHARE

Oct 6JD’s Substack

If I recall correctly, a lot of lives were lost destroying the Precious.

Let's hope this is a different story.
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Oct 7

Check out what the Bible has to say about it- that’ll really blow ur mind.

Tolkien was a Christian and his work heavily influenced by that

LIKE (1) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Tom Miiller Tom Miiller

Right you are…I took a post-graduate course called Christianity in

Fantastic Literature way back in 1976. It is as you say.

LIKE REPLY SHARE

Oct 6

Liked by Michael Shellenberger

Snow Martingale Agent of C.A.R.D.S.

"That’s because “the Biden administration’s efforts to contact platforms

about social media posts weren’t censorship unless they crossed the line

into coercion,” which they didn’t do, explained Politifact."

Well of course they ask nicely at first. The lawfare and threats and coercion

are after they are told "no." Matt Taibbi had the IRS show up at his house

when he testified, Elon Musk is targeted for openly political reasons, Hillary

Clinton openly calls for criminalizing dissent, John Kerry says the first

amendment is a roadblock, etc. And that is just in the USA.
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Oct 6Tom Barrella Tommentary

In the Twitter files were also clear threats of repraisals. The SC punted

over lack of standing, which is just bs.
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Oct 6

Liked by Michael Shellenberger

In addition the old power brokers Clinton Kerry and gates speaking in favor

of censorship or they will lose control and the dictator trump and his

populist supporters will ruin the world. Now even the candidates Harris and

Walz are normalizing the same message. This is part of their scheme,

testing the waters in media to see the reaction.

I was thoroughly impressed with Rescue the Republic rally. The speeches

were spot on and heartwarming for an old free speech advocate like me. I

hope it is a sign that the stars are aligning and the best people are forming

a formidable resistance.

LIKED (33) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct

8
Edited

Noam Deplume, Jr.
(look,at,me)

Noam Deplume, Jr.

(look,at,me)
I prefer the term "right on" because "spot on" is for impressions.

Otherwise, my thoughts align with yours. Heather Heying rocked it with

the real picture for protecting children and putting to bed the old saw

for warping reality to prevent suicides. Cutting off pieces of kids or

drugs so a kid can be like Peter Pan, a boy forever is a lucrative biz.

When I was a kid, I wanted to be a fireman. I could have been one

except for the boredom from not enough fires. They could have given

me a frontal lobotomy.

REPLY SHARE

Liked by Michael Shellenberger

Outstanding reporting and exposing of a real threat to our democracy.

Thank you!
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Oct 6JoMack’s Newsletter

Under the radar, 200 radio stations have been approved for acquisition by

the Soros group. The FCC fast tracked approval, giving Soros the means to

cut off and close any shows that are conservative, libertarian, or center

right Republican. It is a massive show of force against free speech across

the airwaves, as Soros, teams with Harris-Walz before the election to start

twisting the truth, or shutting down free speech completely. And, where the

hell are the Republicans? On vacation. While radio stations across the

country turn dark left with Soros at the helm.

REPLY (2) SHARE

Oct 6Sea Sentry Sea Sentry

This is an underreported story. Thanks for sharing.

LIKE (13) REPLY SHARE

Oct 6John R. Grout John R. Grout

The airwaves may be cut off, but cutting off the Internet would be

much harder. A direct attack on platforms like Rumble would deserve

state threats to dismantle the administrative cancer centered in DC by

closing all its un-Constitutional Departments and agencies like the EPA

which live and breathe bureaucratic overreach.

LIKE (5) REPLY SHARE

Oct 6

Liked by Michael Shellenberger

David’s Substack

Will visits by the police or feds to people who post "misinformation" on

social media start to become a regular thing in America? Too many

Democrats are ready to push this thing to the point that they'll get some

serious pushback, with dire consequences for all. Let's hope our founding

principles prevail and it doesn't get that far. Disturbing stuff.
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Oct 6Burnt taco Burnt taco

That’s why conversion of the marginal democrats is critical to

defunding and rewiring these actors and their craft.

LIKE (5) REPLY SHARE

Oct 7Bryan MCMINN Bryan MCMINN

Hope will not be enough. :-(
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Oct 6Mister Delgado

I very much appreciate the historical perspective Mike Benz offers in his

analysis of how an organizational and funding structure designed to

influence politics and policy in other nations has been converted into one

for domestic influence. I plan to watch it a second time.

However, having said that, I want to offer what I hope will be understood as

a constructive counterpoint. Benz has an enormous amount of material to

cover. And he is right, for his purposes, to focus his attention on the ever

shifting array of parts and the connections between them that compose

these larger entities. But in so doing, I fear that he risks undermining one of

the basic premises of free speech advocates, that people are, by and large,

intelligent, capable of assessing their own interests, initiative, and self-

governance. Because he conveys the impression of the participants in the

various political and social movements that this entity sought to influence

and bring about as if they were just puppets and stick figures themselves.

Such that he reduces the participants in the Arab Spring or the Ukraine

Maidan protests to stereotypes, puppets or dupes, in much the same way

that our media treats those who attend Trump's rallies.

I wish presentations of this type could somehow integrate a more complex

perspective on how propagandists work to exploit the already existing,

legitimate disagreements and aspirations of the people they seek to

influence and also on the ways and the degree to which those being

subjected to these influences seek to incorporate them to their own

advantage. To properly address that subject might require a separate

presentation.
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Oct 7Norma Odiaga Norma Odiaga

Mike Benz had a lot to cover and was speaking to what I believe to be a

very informed audience so that he was able to assume for this

presentation his audience would already understand the workings of

propaganda. One can only imagine how informative it would be to

listen to multiple presentations by Mike Benz. I have listened to two

others and he is compelling.

LIKE (5) REPLY SHARE

Oct 6Alice Ball

Good comment. I had not thought about it this way but I think you’re

right. But I’d add that millions of voters pay zero attention to politics

and thus just vote a party w/o paying attention to what’s truly

important. I think this adds to the “look over here at what they’re

doing” issue bc those voters have limited time and attention. Does that

make sense?
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Oct 6Mister Delgado

Thank you for your reply. Yes, I believe I understand what you are

saying, at least in regards to voters in U.S. elections. But Benz’

examples are of U.S. influence on the actions of people in other

countries during events that had their own integrity and sources of

impetus. And, even if this is not his intent, with the way he talks

about events such as The Arab Spring or the color revolutions in

former Soviet bloc nations, he conveys the impression that he

believes the U.S. intelligence consortium can just, in effect, buy

itself a change of government. And that viewpoint risks reducing

the actions of the participants in those events to those of stooges

or dupes for someone else’s agenda. Again, whether he means to

or not, he leaves me with the impression that he has an

understanding of humans as political and social actors, both

individually and collectively, that is almost as reductionist and

cynical as that of the individuals and intelligence and media

institutions he is analyzing and criticizing here.

LIKE (3) REPLY SHARE

Oct 7Norma Odiaga Norma Odiaga

It does make sense to me. So many families are busy with their

jobs, raising their kids, and going to activities that they don't have

much time to listen to these sessions. That's why it was so

important for the Democrats to win one conviction with all of their

lawfare against Donald Trump. The phrase "Convicted criminal" is

powerful.
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Oct 6Sandra Pinches Sandra Pinches

"I wish presentations of this type could somehow integrate a more

complex perspective on how propagandists work to exploit the already

existing, legitimate disagreements and aspirations of the people they

seek to influence and also on the ways and the degree to which those

being subjected to these influences seek to incorporate them to their

own advantage."

Very insightful comment that points to a third perspective between the

top-down indoctrination explanation and the bottom-up idea of

individual narcissists creating most of our social problems. Perhaps

you should consider presenting that "separate presentation" to which

you referred.

LIKE (1) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 6Mister Delgado

That’s an intriguing suggestion. I appreciate it. And, although my

initial response is to hesitate to even consider taking on such a

project due to my lack of formal “qualifications” in the relevant

subject areas, I’ll give it some thought.

LIKE (3) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 6Sandra Pinches Sandra Pinches

I hope you will do it. Your comment deserves much more

elaboration.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE
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Oct 7

I'm glad that somebody else also noticed this problem. There are more

issues with this presentation, I find it to be pretty bad punditry. If fact,

Mike Benz was one of very, very few interviews on Tucker I dropped

after 10-15 minutes, after a couple of patently wrong claims (like

Ukraine), others lacked factual backing or logical sense, like a stream

of consciousness. And I see no point apologizing for noticing those

problems.

REPLY SHARE

Oct 6Sea Sentry

Exactly so. "Factchecking" in the U.S. mainstream media has never been

what it purports to be.

Our self-anointed factcheckers routinely dismiss inconvenient facts and

provide an imprimatur to deep state policy. Even George Orwell's head

would spin in 360's at such flagrant deceit.

REPLY SHARE

Oct 6

Michael, thank you for providing Benz’s tutorial on the CIC. I’m deeply

concerned about curbs to free speech promoted openly by the likes of

Gates, Kerry, and Clinton. There is no push back from the mainstream

media or social media platforms other than Elon. I believe electing Harris

will initiate a catastrophic chain of events which irreversibly limit free

speech and open debate in subsequent elections.

REPLY SHARE
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Oct 7Bently

How many people know about the contents of the twitter files? Or that

censorship on YouTube is quickly picking up momentum? The message is

not getting amplified. Look at all the YouTube talk shows critical of all the

elements of the entire establishment have been removed and/or

demonetized. Last night, George Galloway interviewed Scott Ritter.

Galloway was contacted before the show not to interview Ritter. Galloway

replied, we don't bow down to censorship. When Ritter came on, Galloway's

interview of Scott was blacked out on YouTube and all of us had to migrate

to another platform to hear it- I used Rumble. Galloway alerted us on air

that Ritter's interview would be censored and listed the platforms to switch

to in order to listen to it. If you think censorship is going away, you are

delusional.

REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Norma Odiaga Norma Odiaga

And this presentation by Benz certainly gives us the proof of that!

REPLY SHARE

So, social media is used to elect government officials in foreign countries,

just like Russia elected Trump... Wait...

Can you already stop with this nonsense about "foreign influence over

social media"? Any local group (like the Democratic party or the media) has

infinitely more power to influence an election that somebody who doesn't

speak the same language and isn't a part of the culture. And stop treating

people around the world as idiots with no agency of their own, and the CIA

as evil geniuses with God-like power. A small group of heroes changes a

regime overnight only in Hollywood. They spend billions of dollars for

corrupt and political purposes, and proxy wars, but it has nothing to do with

"exporting democracy".
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Oct 7adrian zschokke adrian zschokke

what can you expect of a convert. as his former associate Ted

Nordhaus wrote in May '24: "Part of his brand is that he used to be on

the Left and “changed his mind.” But that is the classic tale of the

convert, not the heretic. And while it is convenient for many on the Left

to conflate the two, doing so only blinds progressives to their own

weaknesses and dogmatisms." I did not fully believe it then, but now I

see it in every new post of Michael's. And the fact that he still does not

say one word about Elon Musk's own censoring the Shady Vance

papers, tells us also whose servant he has become. it is a shame!

REPLY SHARE

Oct 6

He is so amazing. Honestly, I could listen to him all night. We are very lucky

that he cares enough about free speech to do what it takes to get the facts

for us. He proves that we aren't crazy.

REPLY SHARE

Oct 6The Weekly Tearsheet

Ultimately any arbiters of misinformation will not be trusted, so their

effectiveness will be muted.

Like Jan 6 or the 2020 election, you can shut people up, but you can't make

them believe your story.

REPLY SHARE

Oct 7gail driscoll

Interesting that when I went to google to see a biography of Benz, I got a

lengthy story from NBCNews(posted yesterday)saying that in 2017 he had a

worked anonymously under a different name. This actually plays directly

into what Benz’s research shows…that the organized censorship matrix will

do whatever they need to do to try to discredit anyone who gets in their

way. Chilling.

REPLY SHARE
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Oct 7BookWench

I don't see how anyone can take any of these "fact checking sites"

seriously.

They might as well all coalesce into one giant Ministry of Truth, because

those of us who are awake can see them for what they truly are.

REPLY SHARE

Oct 7

Hiding their mendacity behind a web of shell companies, just like

international crime syndicates do with complex system of shell companies.

REPLY SHARE

Oct 7Garsco

An offshoot of the larger censorship industrial complex is the very recent

debate of misinformation about how FEMA is handling current disaster aid,

particularly in western N.C. Does one believe those “on the ground” who

say FEMA is stymying local and grassroots efforts to provide aid directly

and search for victims or does one believe the rumor squashing FEMA is

doing on their website and through MSM? There also seems to be a

concerted effort on social media to shame and silence those who share the

stories of supposed incompetence of and delay by FEMA in actually

providing aid quickly to far flung storm victims.
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Oct 6H8SBAD

After the fall of the Berlin Wall and the dissolution of the USSR, the USA

security state codified a strategy that effectively declared preemptive war

on any country that dare to question our policies. The Wolfowitz Doctrine

confirmed and encouraged the near 80 year OSS/CIA doctrine which was to

actively (and mostly covertly) destabilize, extort, bribe, or assassinate any

leader, country, or region that we deemed unfriendly. The hypocrisy and

immorality was never a concern.

We learned nothing from the American slave experience, the indigenous

land grab and genocide, nor the ongoing slaughter of middle east

populations that impede our ability to consume fossil fuels at favorable

prices (for example, see the overthrow of Mosaddegh and the installation of

the Shah in 1953).

It’s all justified by the clamor for money and power .

If you want to know who is the Evil Empire, it’s the guys driving the Death

Star (bombing populations into the Stone Age/Parking Lots).

REPLY SHARE

Oct 6Mark In Houston Apropos of What Matters

Michael, thanks for the usual outstanding reporting and advocacy for free

speech and against the censorship industrial complex which continues to

exert its growing influence through the CIA, State Department, various

cutouts and the captured mainstream media. I attended with my daughter

your event with Matt Taibbi and Russell Brand in London during the summer

of 2023. As a strong supporter of your efforts I wish I had known about the

similar event you referred to staging THIS summer of 2024 in London. How

can I stay aware of such events in the near future and make plans to attend?

The expanded awareness and engagement on the part of freedom loving

citizens like myself and your other followers is essential to stopping the

global elitist power grab here and in other western “democracies”.
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I'm amazed that Shellenberger had this lecture for months, yet kept

babbling as if he was not aware of any of it. I glimpsed Jeffery Sachs briefly

in part of the lecture, so Shellenberger knew.

- Why the "innocent" act all this time.

We have a month before the election and the Democrats are ready to

control the outcome, to take the Presidency, flip the House and end

Freedom of Speech, ushering in a Totalitarian Regiem for generations to

come.

- That's how Orwell saw a Liberal Democracy become Totalitarian.

Notice how O'Brien is being kind.

1984 (11/11) Movie CLIP - O'Brien Tortures Winston (1984) HD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmAVyowgDVE

Because the Democrats are only acting out of kindness and concern.

REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Rita Chisum The Tip of The Iceberg

Thank You for sharing this interesting link! It lead me to watch a

biography on Orwell that was very enlightening!

REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7allynh

Post the link when you get the chance.

Thanks...

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Rita Chisum The Tip of The Iceberg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yy-yWNvcSfA

Please let me know if this doesn't work for you.  I'll also

share your link (which is much shorter and manageable than

a full hour).
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Oct 10

RED FLAG-

13 Mentions of "CIA"

0 Mentions of "FSB"

0 Mentions of "RT"

How can you discuss this subject honesty and completely ignore our main

geopolitical adversary??? RT is aired all over the world and is an extension

of the Russian FSB practically.

REPLY SHARE

Oct 7Norma Odiaga Norma Odiaga

Thank you for sharing this. We see it happening now. The response to

Hurricane Helene is a vivid example.

REPLY SHARE

Oct 7Norma Odiaga Norma Odiaga

"And that viewpoint risks reducing the actions of the participants in those

events to those of stooges or does for someone else's agenda."

This is exactly how I feel about those so-called journalists who are gleeful

about the installation of Kamala Harris. They are the stooges and the voters

are the dupes.

How else can you explain how Harris has risen from being the worst Vice

President to the nation's "joyful" darling?

REPLY SHARE

The Censorship Industrial Complex appears to have a moving target way of

operating. Being owned and operated by some of the brightest minds, it

takes similar people to unravel the webs. They are the masters of deception

and have all these "cutouts" and government propped up NGOs to confuse

and hide their presence, having been in the "business " for almost a

century.
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Oct 7A Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

Any of you morons interested in covering ACTUAL censorship? By ‘free

speech hero’ Ron DeSantis? Look here:

https://www.lawyersgunsmoneyblog.com/2024/10/the-free-state-of-florida

None of you will even bother to reas this because NONE of the bullshit you

spread is about actual free speech protection but about allowing grifters,

fascists, and liars to spread their filth without consequences.

REPLY (2) SHARE

Oct 7BookWench BookWench

Agreed. How dare DeSantis insist that political ads state the truth? To

my knowledge, there are no requirements that political ads refrain from

lying.

Every Kamala ad I hear repeats the same falsehoods about Trump's

plans to take over the world using Project 2025, Trump's "sales tax," &

Trump's (nonexistent) plans to cut Social Security & Medicare benefits.

LIKE (5) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Karen A Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

So you’re just find with government censorship so long as your

side does it.

We know what you are; we’re just negotiating the price.

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7BookWench BookWench

Where did I state that I was okay with it?

I actually agreed with you, Karen.

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Karen A Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

I’m sorry I misunderstood you and I’m glad you agree

about DeSantis.
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Oct 7Rita Chisum The Tip of The Iceberg

Was the name calling really necessary? When someone starts off being

disrespectful and degrading, it tends to turn me off to anything else

they have to share.

LIKE (1) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Karen A Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

I have endured about 10 intense years and 50 other years of

insults from the right wing. If they want good manners they can

start any time.
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Oct 7Rita Chisum The Tip of The Iceberg

(* Note: words in bold are intended as "emphasis", NOT

yelling. )

Karen, with all due respect for your personal perspective, I

had no desire to examine American Politics as closely as I

have over the past 8 years, but the SHOCK of losing a

decades old friendship because I chose to vote the

Conservative ticket in 2016 (despite my deep dislike of the

candidate) drove me to pursue a deeper examination.

Your comment tells me that Politics has played an important

role which appears that you have followed for the majority of

your life.

I actually never labeled myself one way or the other

(apolitical), choosing to Vote My Conscience each time I

exercised my Right to Vote.

A person's political affiliation (which I actually paid little

attention to throughout the years) was never a "measure"

important enough to consider when choosing those I shared

friendship with. It NEVER even dawned on me to ask. I was

always attracted by the 'Character' of a person which, I have

always found, did not follow any specific political affiliation.

I was even willing to consider voting for Biden (as requested

by my longtime friend). I spent time watching and listening to

the Democrats, their words and actions directed toward those

not sharing their political views, and I could not, in good
Expand full comment
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Oct 7 EditedA Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

This is one long list of unsupported conclusions, so no one should accept

one word of it as true or proven. You rely on the Argument from Authority, in

that the guy you quote is friendly to your horrible cause, so of course

everyone should believe him. Has he ever produced any peer-reviewed

research? Has anyone else supported what he said?

Further, and more seriously, what happens when someone ‘does their own

research’ and starts publishing stuff saying Jews are poisoning wells and

need to be slaughtered to save the rest of us? Radio Rwanda-type lies?

Trump lied about immigrants eating pets and millions of people will still vote

for him even though the claim has been repeatedly debunked. Those

immigrants and the people who employ them have been subjected to

dozens of death threats. Only threats so far, but that can change. Local

officials kept debunking those lies; under your scheme, the government has

no right to say anything to protect its own citizens. So how do you deal with

this if the government can’t speak?

REPLY (2) SHARE

Oct 7BookWench BookWench

The government is free to speak -- but the government should not

stop anyone else from speaking. That would be unconstitutional.

LIKE (2) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Karen A Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

So you think deceptive advertising should be legal? Bank fraud?

Those crimes are only speech, yet plenty of people are in prison

for them.

What about the Radio Rwanda scenario? What if Trump starts

telling his cult to kill anyone who looks like their from Latin

America? Can the government stop that?
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Oct 7BookWench BookWench

No, I do not believe that deceptive advertising should be

legal; I simply recognize the fact that political advertising is

full of untruths.

Your "Radio Rwanda scenario" is laughable.

No wonder you're always so miserable.

LIKE (2) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Karen A Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

Radio Rwanda HAPPENED. There is NO reason to believe

Americans are immune to that technique.

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7BookWench BookWench

Hahahahahahaahaa!

Always a pleasure conversing with you, Karen.

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 8 Editedadrian zschokke adrian zschokke

hello book wench. glad to find you again. but as

in our "conversation", you ask for clarifications.

when they come actually... silence. This is why i

will stop trying to argue on this platform. it

seems too much of a church, where no one

should question the great michael. You at least

start a conversation, but only to stop... see

above.
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Oct 8 EditedBookWench BookWench

Oh I remember you! You're Swiss, your

sister lives in California & works at a

prison. Yes! (I was jealous because I tried

twice to get a job as a prison librarian, but

failed.) I kept one of the links you sent me

open for a few days, but got busy doing

other things & eventually closed it before

replying. Sorry!

I meant to let you know that if you really

want to understand American politics, you

will have to utilize sources on all sides. The

link you provided was outdated, & had a lot

of info that has subsequently been

debunked. All of our legacy media sites &

many independent sites more on the left

have deteriorated into being nothing more

than stenographers for the regime, so they

will only report what the Feds tell them to.

They all speak with one voice, & few ever

dare to step out of line.

As I recall, you were asserting that Tucker

Carlson was a liar because he kept

insisting that the 2020 election had been

stolen. I don't know anything about politics

or elections in Switzerland, but American
Expand full comment
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Oct 8 EditedBookWench BookWench

Anyway, my point is, it is not a "lie" for

anyone to state that the 2020 election

was stolen - - not as long as that

person believes it to be the truth.

Many of us do believe that, after

listening to people call in to local radio

stations detailing their problems at

the polling stations & evidence later

presented. I would also ask you to

consider the difference in reaction to

Democrats complaining of stolen

elections (Hillary Clinton & Stacey

Abrams, for instance), vs Republicans.

The Gateway Pundit has done a lot of

original reporting on vote fraud, &

here is a link to some of their articles:

https://www.thegatewaypundit.com/?

s=vote+fraud+2020+election

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct

9

adrian
zschokke

adrian

zschokke
since you answered so toroughly,

i do not want to leave this without

thanking you. that said, this is

excactly the problem:

Shellenberger with his substack

is doing the same thing that

Trump does, he is spreading lies.

I am giving Michael more slack,

after having read your comment.

Maybe he is really believeing

what he writes. although the fact

that he does not comment on

Elon Musks own "censorship"
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makes me wonder. and

associating himself with

Bolsonaro and Russel Brand and

Tucker Carlson is to my mind

unforgivable, especially the first

one. But if you defend Carlson, a

guy who mocked trump privately

all the time only to kiss his ass in

public... well I cannot understand

this.

and if all the investigations into

election fraud never found one

single proof, even with Trumpist

lawyers, then of course, if you

believe it, it is not a lie to say the

contrary, but then it is also not a

lie to pretend the earth is flat, or

whatever thing you might believe.

it is just like Shellenbergers intro:

it is not forbidden to shout "fire"

in a full theatre. it is just stupid

and irresponsible, like now,

saying you should not evacuate,

when the authorities tell you so.

The abysmal distrust of public

servants really makes me wonder

if the rwanda Radio thing is not

possible in the US, sorry.
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Oct

9
BookWench BookWench

Rwanda Radio will only work

if people accept the word of

the government without

question.

LIKE REPLY SHARE

Oct

9
BookWench BookWench

Plenty of investigations

found proof of election

fraud. Did you not read any

of the articles at Gateway

Pundit? No COURT actually

heard any evidence; cases

were all dismissed.

Tucker & Vance both

changed their opinions of

Trump. Not sure why that

bothers you. I don't

understand why you don't

like Russell Brand; I love

Russell Brand!
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Oct 8BookWench BookWench

As you wish, Adrian. I don’t recall what we

conversed about, but I will abandon a

discussion once we have both made our

stances known, & neither is likely to sway

the other. There really isn’t much point in

banging on about a tangential issue raised

in the comments for days on end, in the

hopes that one person will cry “uncle” &

give in. We’re all adults, & there comes a

time when we need to agree to disagree on

something.

I am not sure what you’re referring to in my

conversation with Karen, but I didn’t really

want to spend a lot of time explaining why I

don’t believe Trump supporters will

suddenly start slaughtering people if

Trump orders us to do so. The entire

premise is absurd. Karen obviously feels

differently, and that’s fine. We stated our

opinions & moved on.
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Oct

8

adrian
zschokke

adrian

zschokke
ok, thank you. in our conversation you

asked me to sustain my statement

that shellenberger is cozying up to

Bolsonazi. and why he is most

certainly subsidized by Musk. i did

that and either you were not

concvinced by my arguments or ...

anyway I was wondering what you

made of my comments. but yes, we

can leave it too. I sure hope your

believe in the rationality of US

Americans will not be toallly destroyed

after this election.
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Oct 7adrian zschokke adrian zschokke

what can you expect of a convert. as his former associate Ted

Nordhaus wrote in May '24: "Part of his brand is that he used to be on

the Left and “changed his mind.” But that is the classic tale of the

convert, not the heretic. And while it is convenient for many on the Left

to conflate the two, doing so only blinds progressives to their own

weaknesses and dogmatisms." I did not fully believe it then, but now I

see it in every new post of Michael's. And the fact that he still does not

say one word about Elon Musk's own censoring the Shady Vance

papers, tells us also whose servant he has become. it is a shame!

LIKE (1) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 7Karen A Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

What was that quote about no man ever understanding something

when his salary depends on not understanding it?
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Oct 7

Shocking in it’s vast and sprawling scale and scope, with billions of our tax

dollars sloshing around into the pockets of human scum

REPLY SHARE

Oct 13 Editedadrian zschokke adrian zschokke

just watch this, and see what your angel has to say about censorshhip:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4Od1nY3Qe4 , or about elon musk

btw, the great freedom fighter for free speech who censors the jd vance

papers.
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Oct 10lorretta applebee

great article

REPLY SHARE

Oct 9scott carl

Excellent reporting on a disgusting anti- American topic.
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Oct 8HardmoneyJim

That presentation was riveting and jaw-dropping.
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Oct 8 Editedadrian zschokke adrian zschokke

watch the dayly show : https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=IPUhRjAMCTo&t=297s

that is everything you need to know about free speech ;-)
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Great comprehensive article.

Trying to get across the fact of the "global"(in the western countries)

collusion in pushing censorship and discourse management online to

people which aren't aware of it often seems complicated. This will help.

REPLY SHARE

Oct 7Noam Deplume, Jr. (look,at,me) Noam Deplume, Jr. (look,at,me)

Free speech is indeed dangerous to these mofos. A cornered rat will gnash

its teeth and lunge to increase its area of control. Intimidation is the main

tool. Back off and let me do my thing is the message.
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Oct 7The Tip of The Iceberg

Michael,

Thank you so very much for sharing this eye-opening and enlightening

video! Just more "food-for-thought"...

REPLY SHARE

Oct 7Breezy

brilliant!!!I'll be listening to this again and again it's quality information,

thank YOU
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Oct 6Mark Kennedy

"So the notion that deep state actors are colluding, or ever have colluded,

behind the scenes to prevent off-narrative players from sharing in

information production and diffusion is a baseless conspiracy theory."

"Yup! I can see that, all right."
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Oct 6Keith Jajko

Best read of the week. Bravo. 
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Oct 6BethS’s Newsletter

Stunning.
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The Greatest Threat To Our Freedom
Comes From Our Own Governments
It's not about Brazil. It's not about Europe. It's not about Australia.
It's about how they're working together to censor the entire
Internet.
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81 58 Share Transcript

Whole days sometimes pass when I feel the wind at our
backs in our 8ght for free speech. The European
Commission sacked its top censor a>er he expressed
concerns about Elon Musk interviewing Donald Trump.
Hundreds of thousands of people took to the streets of São
Paulo to protest censorship. And Senators in Ireland
appeared to have defeated hateful hate speech censorship
legislation.

Then, the wind abruptly shi>s. Brazil freezes the assets of
Starlink, forcing Musk and X to make a Hobson’s choice on
censorship. California’s Coastal Commission blocks
additional Starlink launches because its members hate
Musk. Word arrives that the Irish government will try to
sneak through censorship legislation as early as this week.
And we hear from our friends that the Australian
government is trying to ram through legislation that would
give the government the power to decide what’s true and
false and bankrupt social media companies that disagree.

What’s clear is that the war for free speech won’t be won or
lost any time soon. The battle over free speech never really
ended. The Catholic Church in the 15th Century embraced
the invention of the Gutenberg printing press before seeking
to censor it, just as the Central Intelligence Agency
embraced social media in the early 21st Century for use in
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the Arab Spring and Color Revolutions before sending out
its “former” operatives to seize control over “content
moderation” (a.k.a. censorship), in part by running
disinformation operations, at Google, Facebook, and
Twitter.

So, one of the most important things we can do is remain
eternally vigilant of threats. As we have seen, they o>en
originates from outside the United States while involving
the United States government. This is a very intelligent
strategy since Americans are provincial compared to most
other nations, including Europe and Brazil. Many of us
worry little about the attacks on free speech or any of the
other pillars of civilization if they’re happening abroad. And
yet, gaining power over the Internet in foreign countries to
gain control of it in the U.S. appears to be a central part of
the agenda of the United Nations, World Economic Forum,
and other global institutions.

And so my colleagues and I spend a signi8cant amount of
time both learning from the censorship eZorts abroad, and
sharing information with our free speech allies in Ireland,
Scotland, Europe, Germany, France, Czech Republic, Britain,
Canada, and Australia about the disturbing similarities
between censorship eZorts in our countries.

The good news is that we’ve been able to connect the
Censorship Industrial Complex’s NGOs and government
agencies to U.S. government funding, George Soros funding,
and a very similar set of strategies and tactics that we see in
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other parts of the world, including in Australia.

“There is this real authoritarian streak” in Australia, said
John Storey, a leading censorship researcher from the
Institute for Policy Analysis in Australia. “An Australian
Senator called for the arrest of Elon Musk. We've seen
arrests in the United Kingdom for things people post online.
It feels like unfathomable things are happening in the West.”

My 8rst reaction was, “Wow, Australians are very harsh. It
must be some part of Australia’s national character.” But
then you see it happens in the United States, where
someone, e.g. former Labor Secretary Robert Reich, will
similarly say that Elon Musk should be brought to heel.

Storey and I spoke late last week. He told me, “The
misinformation bill that's being proposed and debated at the
moment in Australia allows the government to eZectively
determine what is or isn't misinformation, which has
become this catch-all for things we don't like. It long ago
lost any connection to truly false things. Under those rules,
the government can impose enormous 8nes on social media
companies if they fail to properly censor misinformation.
The 8nes are so large that it could, in eZect, bankrupt a
social media company if the government was inclined to do
it.”

Two things are happening at once, and they each have their
own energy and dynamic. One of them is a genuinely
organic increase of intolerance and authoritarianism, which
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is not centralized. It's in the culture. Call it ‘cancel culture.’ I
don't think many of us realized that cancel culture was a
prelude to the Censorship Industrial Complex, which is the
inorganic and centralized deep-state response.

What’s ultimately behind it? A kind of counterpopulism, I
explained. It’s certainly aZecting the Right more than the
Le>. However, much of the concern is about wanting to
keep political control at higher and international levels, not
national ones. That's a fundamental dynamic that must be
understood and seen everywhere in the world when we
document censorship.

While the tactics may vary, the goal is always the same: They
want to control the social media platforms. They want to
decide what can be said. And they also want to push out
their own propaganda. So it's actually two sides of the same
coin. In Australia, the idea is that the state would eZectively
take control of what the social media companies are doing to
expand the censorship.

The good news is that we know how to defeat it. The
challenge is scaling up our work internationally to 8ght this
battle on multiple fronts. As Storey pointed out, simply
calling it “censorship” rather than “misinformation” is the
8rst step. The second is 8nding allies around the world. The
third will be to properly support local free speech warriors.

Toward that end, Civilization Works is hiring an
International Free Speech Manager. Please forward this

https://www.civilizationworks.org/now-hiring
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announcement to anyone who might be interested. With
some eZort and eternal vigilance, we can better capture the
winds when they inevitably shi> again toward freedom.
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Oct 14

Orwell based his story 1984 on a Liberal Democracy that got rid of

Free Speech. That's how you turn a Liberal Democracy into a

Totalitarian System.

The thing to remember about a Totalitarian System is that it is

fragile because Free Speech does not exist.

Without Free Speech you cannot criticize the system and make it

better. The system is not open to improvement. The system does

not trust any member of the system. Each person is under constant

surveillance to ensure compliance.

- That means that they are dominoes waiting to fall.

What we see from the outside is a solid system, that we cannot

fight. The reality is, that they are one "bump" away from having the

dominoes start to fall.

- That's why they need to silence critics.

A janitor can show up to wax the floor, bump the table, and start the

dominoes falling.

Be that janitor.

LIKE (16) REPLY (1) SHARE
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Oct 15Jeff Walther Jeff Walther

The thing I find truly frightening about this iteration of

totalitarianism is AI.

Censorship and general thought policing has always been

limited by the fact that eventually you need one watcher for

every active citizen to really enforce the thought police. It just

doesn't scale effectively, traditionally.

But with AI, everyone could be watched all the time with very

little human investment. Suddenly enforcement of thought

crimes scales at very little cost.

What exactly are all these AI data centers going to do for us in

the real world? Google search isn't going to get any better. If

that was the goal, they'd go back to the algorithms from ten

years ago when we still got relevant results on the first page.

How is tracking my browsing and buying history going to

improve my life?

It isn't. But it'll make it a lot easier for some organization to

profile me and watch all my activity for "bad think"....

LIKE (4) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 15allynh

You have to remember, that business monitors us and sells

that information to the government, they have been doing

that for decades, so current AI is just more of the same.

- That collection will continue no matter who is in power.

What is needed is shutting down the "Deep State" that

has existed since WWII. Restore the Press to be there to

report on government and business, have them stop being

Mockingbirds the way that they are now.
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Oct 15Jeff Walther Jeff Walther

So, if they're already monitoring the things that AI is

going to monitor, why are they willing to pay

something like $150B* more per year to do the same

thing they're already doing? There must be some

substantial improvement in functionality to justify the

cost -- one would think....

* O&G Assoc. put increased power demand at 300

gigawatts and figuring power at roughly $500M per

GW-Year.

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 15allynh

AI is a "bubble", and like all bubbles they are

irrational.

We have seen this for hundreds of years, people

buying into the latest get rich quick fad, until

things go bust.

The only people getting rich are the chip makers.
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Oct 15Jeff Walther Jeff Walther

I also see the similarities to bubble behavior,

but am not completely convinced. Perhaps

I've read too much SF. I do hope that you are

correct.

CEOs aren't using anything resembling due

diligence when investing in energy

"transition" schemes. Why should AI be any

different? The amazing thing is how many

corps seem to be under control of folks who

can't do a simple cost/benefit analysis.

As an aside, if we do get true AI, I hope

they're like the one's in Neal Asher's Polity

series and not the other type(s).... Unless

I'm wrong, what they're currently deploying

are more properly machine learning engines,

than AI. Machines that learn how to habit

form... Not really AI.

LIKE (2) REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 16allynh

There are so many great SF stories

about AI and the Tech Giants have

bought them hook line and sinker,

which is why they are "All in". After all,

the way they are structured the bosses

do not lose money even when the

company goes down.

BTW. In some of my stories, actual AI

came into existence in the '80s and

have spent the past decades writing

Twilight Fan Fiction, rather than take

over the world. HA!
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Oct 14John R. Grout John R. Grout

Robert Reich talks a lot of **** about tax rates and rules. He puts

together impossible combinations that would cut tax revenue

drastically by driving business out of the USA (old JFK-era tax rates

with none of the tax loopholes that made them possible). He tells

the world that the IRS can double tax rates and also double tax

revenues, which is stupid even for the mentally challenged

Collective members.
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Oct 15 EditedFranco Manni Franco Manni

You were surprised by the Australian policies, probably because you

are anti-Catholic (or used to be). If you were not you would have

followed the mostrous persecution of Cardinal George Pell since

2017.

Only a few days ago Australian state of Victoria's proposed anti-

vilification law provides for up to five years in prison for hate

speech, penalising ‘ridicule’ based on race and gender identity. The

law would criminalise private conversations.

I recall that this State of Victoria is the most woke-communist of all.

And , also, the most Calabria 'Ndrangheta infiltrated legal system in

Oceania Continent.

The State of Victoria persecuted Cardinal George Pell by convicting

him in the first instance and then also on appeal while for more than

a year they kept him imprisoned in their prisons in solitary

confinement.

Only in April 2020 the Federal Supreme Court in Canberra ultimately

acquitted him with a sentence passed by 7 out of 7 judges and

opposed by 0 out of 7 judges.

When the Supreme Court ruled in that case against Melbourne and

the State of Victoria, I read comments on the internet from judges,

lawyers, constitutionalists, politicians and journalists saying that the

Supreme Court had saved ‘Australia's honour before the World’.

LIKE (6) REPLY (2) SHARE

Oct

15

Noam Deplume, Jr.
(look,at,me)

Noam Deplume, Jr.

(look,at,me)
Perhaps the descendants of convicts long for the safety of a

cell?
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Oct 15Granny62 Granny62

What happened to Pell was criminal- and he sure didn’t get

much support from the Vatican!

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

Oct 15Charles Wemyss, Jr. Charles’s Substack

It’s all fun and games until someone loses an eye. What the

belligerents in government don’t get is that the majority sooner or

later won’t get them. They are terrified here in the States. It’s all

falling apart. Russian Federation forces have straightened their east

west axis lines and are getting ready for a major assault, what

borders Valdy says, we doan need no stinking borders. The EU and

NATO are collapsing in on themselves by the sheer weight of the

cost of running antiquated systems. Here the stock market rises

without consequence, hmmm what do the wise guys know? Who

goes to Vegas to bet against the house? Less than a month to go

and tea leaves have the Cheney family suffering vertigo and

indigestion. Like George Cluster in the moive “Little Big Man”

insanity is all in the eye of the beholder. When the leadership of any

party denigrates it’s constituents for not stepping in line and doing

so smartly tells one that they have lost the plot. Vote for us damn it!

We honestly are honest, you can trust us we’re not like the

others….sure you are…we like you, you can to our houses any time

for free beer and pizza.
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Oct 15Franco Manni Franco Manni

These threats by Governments to the big Media Corporations show

how the Marxist idea that Leftists like you, Michael Shellenberger,

have held in your minds for decades, is false.

It is the ‘economicist’ idea by Marxism that the Real Power in human

history is Economic Power, while Political Power is only a butler, a

lackey, a henchman, a servant of Economic Power.

Today, this false idea should be put to rest after 150 years. Political

Power has Sovereignty, not Economic Power. It is Political Power

that has Police, Courts, Prisons and Armies.

All it takes is an unknown French judge to arrest the CEO of a

corporation with 900 million customers without even a mere

warrant.
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Oct 14

Mike: Please tell your readers the truth. Here in the US, the

government has NO POWER to censor/moderate posts on the

Internet. That power belongs to the Internet Platforms that

"publish" the posts users submit to them. As publishers and private

businesses, they have full editorial control on THEIR platforms. This

was the Supreme Court's ruling in this years two "NetChoice" cases

where Texas and Florida passed laws requiring politically unbiased

moderation and other restrictions.

The large Internet Platforms decided on their own to censor Russian

disinformation, COVID and COVID vaccine disinformation,

misleading posts designed to confuse voters and premature claims

of Trump's so called landslide victory until the networks called the

election in traditional fashion. The Biden administration became

their allies in these areas and encouraged them to do more.

If the government passes a law making Internet Platforms common

carriers, that will give the GOVERNMENT the power to regulate

these Platforms and their moderation policies. This is the real

danger and the path to 1984.

LIKE (5) REPLY (3) SHARE

Oct

15

Noam Deplume, Jr.
(look,at,me)

Noam Deplume, Jr.

(look,at,me)
Imagine if the telephone company decided that only customers

that agreed with them could have a phone? These monopolies

have too much power over the national discussion.
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Oct 15Frank

By law, the telephone companies are "common carriers"

and regulated by the federal government. When I got my

first phone, it could only be connected to the phone lines

by an AT&T installer, even thought the simple connectors

we use today had already been installed in many

apartments and home.

Experience in the early days of the internet showed that

trolls, bullies and pornographers would pollute websites

without the ability to moderate. There wouldn't be an

Internet without moderation. If you take the power to

moderate away from the Internet Platforms, because

"these monopolies have too much power over the national

discussion", that power will be exercised by the

government. You can't have it both ways: If you take the

power aways from the Platforms it flows to the

government.

Florida and Texas have already passed laws regulating how

Platforms must moderate, but those laws were rejected by

the Supreme Court in this year's "NetChoice" decisions.

The Court views the Platforms as publishers with with full

editorial control over what they publish on their Platform.

LIKE (2) REPLY (2) SHARE

Oct 17biff33 biff33

The Court hasn't gotten to the merits yet. It ruled on

standing.
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Oct 17Frank

biff33: Yes, the Supreme Court ruled that the

plaintiffs in Murthy v Missouri lacked standing -

which means they could not show that they had

been harmed by the Federal Government's
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communications with Twitter*. If I understand

correctly, the "Twitter files" comprised the bulk

of the plaintiff's evidence. Lower courts in the

Fifth Circuit had ordered government official to

not speak with Twitter to prevent censorship, but

the Supreme Court ruled that such orders

violated the First Amendment Rights of the

Administration and the individuals that comprise

it and that the Twitter had First Amendment

Rights to control (edit) the speech that occurs on

their privately owned Platform. Don't tell us the

case was not decided on the merits, when these

were the main findings in the written decision.

Now I have over-simplified slightly. The case

wasn't about damages for violating the plaintiffs

freedom of speech. The plaintiffs had asked the

court for an INJUNCTION to prevent the

government from interfering with their freedom

of speech by continuing to talk to Twitter.

Obtaining an injunction to block future harmful

actions by the government requires proving that

it is likely that future actions will be harmful, not

that past actions will were harmful. And the

actions that actually harmed the plaintiffs were

done by Twitter, not the government.

A previous case won by "Bantam Books" and

other publishers determined that the state of

Connecticut had interfered with the First

Amendment Rights of Publishers by threatening

to prosecute the the company that distributed

their books in the State of Connecticut. The

Plaintiffs in Bantam Books were analog to those

who submitted Tweets that Twitter (analogous to

the book distributor) refused to distribute.

Whatever coercion the government may have



2/9/25, 8:58 AMThe Greatest Threat To Our Freedom Comes From Our Own Governments

Page 18 of 55https://www.public.news/p/the-greatest-threat-to-our-freedom?utm_source=publication-search

applied to Twitter, the court presumably decided

it wasn't as serious as threatening to sue the

book distributor for distributing pornography.LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 17biff33 biff33

If the Court ruled on standing, then by

definition it did not rule on the merits and

you shouldn't presume anything. The issue

is far from settled.
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Oct 17Frank

I have repeatedly pointed out at Public

that the Platform's moderation policies

were developed long before the Biden

administration took office and began to

express their opinions to the Platforms.

The courts decision says:

"With their billions of active users, the

world’s major social-media companies

host a “staggering” amount of content

on their platforms. Twitter, Inc. v.

Taamneh, 598 U. S. 471, 480 (2023).

Yet for many of these companies,

including Facebook, Twitter, and

YouTube, not everything goes.1 Under

their longstanding content-moderation

policies, the platforms have taken a

range of actions to suppress certain

categories of speech. They place

warning labels on some posts, while

deleting others. They also “demote”

content so that it is less visible to other

users. And they may suspend or ban

users who frequently post content that

violates platform policies.

For years, the platforms have targeted
Expand full comment
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Oct 17Frank

Biff33: In the process of dismissing the

plaintiff's case for standing, the

majority opinion questions whether the

government's actions did ANY harm to

the plaintiffs"

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions

/23pdf/23-411_3dq3.pdf

"A proper case or controversy exists

only when at least one plain- tiff

“establish[es] that [she] ha[s] standing

to sue,” ibid.—i.e., that she has

suffered, or will suffer, an injury that is

“concrete, particularized, and actual or

imminent; fairly traceable to the

challenged action; and redressable by a

favorable ruling,” Clapper v. Amnesty

Int’l USA, 568 U. S. 398, 409. Here, the

plaintiffs’ theories of standing depend

on the platforms’ actions—yet the

plaintiffs do not seek to enjoin the

platforms from restricting any posts or

accounts. Instead, they seek to enjoin

the Government agencies and officials

from pressuring or encouraging the

platforms to suppress protected
Expand full comment
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Oct 17Frank

Biff33: Justice Alito reviewed in

detail at least some of the

administration's interactions with

the platforms and concluded that

those actions amounted to illegal

coercion of the Platforms by the

government. The government is
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always a powerful actor and they

always have a First Amendment

Right to express their opinion to

the Platforms. By dismissing on the

grounds of standing, Justice

Barrett's decision did not need to

address Alito's interpretation of the

record as illegal coercion by the

government with regard to at least

one plaintiff. Many (including me)

wanted to see the Court draw a

clear line between the government

legally expressing its opinion to the

Platforms under the protection of

the First Amendment and the

government coercing the Platforms

to censor. If they had done so, only

a small number of examples of true

coercion of censorship would have

been confirmed, not the massive

crime that Public Shellenberger

and Taibbe have been claiming.

Unfortunately, some difficult cases

don't allow the Court to draw a

clear line between legal and illegal

conduct. A common saying is that

tough cases make bad law. Justice

Barrett wrote: "The plaintiffs,

without any concrete link between

their injuries and the defendants’

conduct, ask us to conduct a

review of the years-long

communications between dozens

of federal officials, across different

agencies, with different social-

media platforms, about different
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topics. The majority appears to

have been was unwilling to engage

in such an exhaustive review and

then attempt to draw a clear line

that covers the entire record.

Perhaps the strongest case of Jill

Hines will against make its way to

the Supreme Court and accuse

only the Surgeon General of illegal

coercion of censorship and she will

prevail and create a precedent the

lower courts can follow.
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Oct 20biff33 biff33

I finally read the opinion.

The Court didn't analyze the

constitutional issues; it

rejected standing on the

ground of vagueness. The

complaint had seven plaintiffs,

a dozen defendants, and a

hundred government actions

over a period of years. The

Court wanted at least one

specific act by a specific

defendant causing a specific

injury to a specific plaintiff.

The majority expressed

resentment they were

expected to comb through an

enormous record for a single

good example, "like a pig

rooting through the forest for

a truffle."

Eventually they'll get what

they want and draw the line.

By then, as the dissent points

out, much damage will be

done.
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Oct 20Frank

I repeat from the ruling:

"The Fifth Circuit also

erred by treating the

defendants, plaintiffs,

and platforms each as a

unified whole. Because

“standing is not

dispensed in gross,”

TransUnion LLC v.

Ramirez, 594 U. S. 413,

431, “plaintiffs must

demonstrate standing for

each claim they press”

against each defendant,

“and for each form of

relief they seek,” ibid.

This requires a threshold

showing that a particular

defendant pressured a

particular platform to

censor a particular topic

before that platform

suppressed a particular

plaintiff’s speech on that

topic. Complicating theExpand full comment
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22
biff33 biff33

I guess we'll have to

agree to disagree.
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Continue Thread →

Oct 18biff33 biff33

Thank you for your thoughtful

replies. I will think about them.
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Oct

16

Noam Deplume, Jr.
(look,at,me)

Noam Deplume, Jr.

(look,at,me)
OK I admit that I didn't think it through. Still, they have

incredible power without competition. I don't know

the answer and I know that the government has been

applying pressure behind the scenes, uncovered by

the Twitter files. As we know, even "full editorial

control" is also controlled by advertisers. Guess we'll

have to go to substacks and podcasts if we're

interested in different perspectives. There are too

many to be polluted by the fat cats and political

operatives.
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Oct 17Frank

I agree with you completely that the largest

Internet Platforms have enormous power: The

larger the network of users, the more valuable

the network is to those users. However, the

Platform need to respond to the opinions of

advertisers, their COMMUNITY of users and their

shareholders. Today Twitter/X is worth only about

half of the $44B Musk and his co-investors paid

for it, mostly because Musk believed his opinion

on free speech/moderation was the only one that

mattered. (The few Fidelity Mutual Funds that

invested Munk's Twitter and need to disclose

their valuations to their investors say it's worth

only 30% of what they paid.) Yes, Munk is a very

powerful and dictatorial leader of Twitter/X. That

is why he can ignore his previous moralistic

statements above freedom of speech and today

is blocking posts with links to the presumably

hacked/stolen dossier the Trump campaign

compiled on Vance before Trump selected him as

his running mate citing exacting the same

principles against hack/stolen documents that

the Platforms initially used to temporarily block

access to the Biden laptop story. Those

Platforms are also blocking access to the VanceExpand full comment
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"...not even Woodward and Bernstein

working with the help of Deep Throat."

Read Secret Agenda by Jim Hougan. Written

ten years after Watergate and unrefuted

since. Do you believe Woodward, Bernstein

and Mark Felt were honest brokers?
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"...proof that the MSM cares about telling

their readers the TRUTH..."

This statement is unequivocally and

demonstrably false.

One can't throw a stone at the NYT and

have it not land on a pile of omission, half-

truths and lies.

We could start with the Spanish American

War. Or perhaps it's coverage of

Leninist/Stalinist USSR. Maybe it's treatment

of Nazi Germany's abuses of theirs and

occupied countries' citizens.

Not enough? How about something closer to

our own time?

Can you demonstrate these "truthful

corrections" in regard to the predicate for

Russia Collusion hysteria?

Maybe you possess the corrections to the

record regarding COVID vaccine efficacy

and safety?

Although I must say, the MSM certainly

corrected the record as to Joe Biden's

mental acuity didn't they.

They also corrected the record,

begrudgingly, regarding Hunter's laptop. But

did they correct the damage inflicted?

Of course, I could go on ad infinitum refuting

the premise of the MSM's truthfulness, but

to what end?

Seeking information to inform opinion is an

individual act. Passive absorption, however,

appears to be the norm.
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Oct 23Frank

JD asks: "Read Secret Agenda by Jim

Hougan. Written ten years after

Watergate and unrefuted since. Do you

believe Woodward, Bernstein and Mark

Felt were honest brokers?"

As I pointed out, the MSM goes to the

trouble and embarrassment to publish

retractions, because they care about

telling the public the Truth. I looked into

Hourgan's book and ordered it.

Hourgan apparently suggests

Woodward and Bernstein didn't know

the CIA's role in Watergate, or chose to

omit the CIA portion of the story, or

perhaps suspected the CIA's role be

lacked publishable proof (perhaps

hoping to learn more later). In 2016,

Woodward published a book on

Butterfield (the guy who managed the

taping system and disclosed its

existence) based on previously

unknown documents obtained from

him. Although one can lie by omission, I

don't expect the MSM ask exemplified

by W&B to correct information or
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Nov 2JD JD’s Substack

“…the MSM goes to the trouble and

embarrassment to publish

retraction…”

No, they go through the

embarrassment, because they

didn't take the trouble to

investigating properly, as I assume

the rules of journalism dictate.
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Oct 23JD JD’s Substack

Frank: Doesn't recent reporting

from Matt Taibbi, et al, illustrate my

point?

https://www.racket.news/p/election

-exclusive-british-advisors

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

https://www.public.news/p/the-greatest-threat-to-our-freedom/comment/75258482
https://substack.com/profile/154703099-jd?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://thoughtsinquestion.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/the-greatest-threat-to-our-freedom/comment/73834624
https://substack.com/profile/154703099-jd?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://thoughtsinquestion.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://www.racket.news/p/election-exclusive-british-advisors
javascript:void(0)


2/9/25, 8:58 AMThe Greatest Threat To Our Freedom Comes From Our Own Governments

Page 30 of 55https://www.public.news/p/the-greatest-threat-to-our-freedom?utm_source=publication-search

Oct 27Frank

No, the link you provide

proves my point that people

who were great reporters

working under the guidance of

an editor and fact checkers

working for organizations with

a reputation for integrity to

defend or build up, become

untrustworthy sensationalists

when they move to Substack.

At Substack, your income

depends sold on the size of

the audience you can attract,

not the reliability and quality

of what you right. That means

you sensationalize and

exaggerate. and become a

pawn of sources that feed you

such material.

As proof, I cite the article you

linked: "British Advisors to

Kamal Harris Hope to "Kill

Musk's Twitter". As evidence

that British censorship

advocates are now advisingExpand full comment
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Oct 27JD JD’s Substack

The truth will out.

It's interesting how

evidence can be ignored,

don't you think?

I guess we'll have to wait

and see.
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Oct 27Frank

What evidence is

being ignored, JD.

Consider reading: "A

Constitution of

Knowledge. In

Defense of Truth". By

Jonathan Rauch (a

self-identified

Republican). Sorry if

I've mentioned it

before. He starts by

reviewing the many

known cognitive

weaknesses human

reasoning

(confirmation bias,

motivated reasoning,

group think, emotion

rules over reasoning,

etc) and the

experiments done to

illustrate them. The

he explains how we

have succeeded in

developing

LIKE REPLY (2)

SHARE

Continue Thread →

Oct 19Frank

JD: How do you know what the MSM

were saying about Biden's fitness for a

second term? You don't pay any

attention to their stories, do you?
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The WSJ published a major critical

story shortly before his disastrous

debate:

https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/joe-

biden-age-election-2024-8ee15246?

mod=hp_lead_pos7

The Hur Report called Biden

"sympathetic, well-meaning elderly

man with a poor memory" whom a jury

would sympathize with and not convict.

AG Garland allowed the report to be

published without changes.

The NYT published a story asking why

Biden :doesn't spend more time in the

public eye with data showing Biden

gave 54 interviews in his first two years

and his six predecessors back to

Reagan 89 (GWB) to 275 (Obama).

"Biden’s strategy of minimizing

unscripted public appearances

suggests that his staff believes the risk

often isn’t worth the reward." "If Biden

is as energetic and effective as his

aides insist, why does he spend so little

time publicly engaging with other

people?"

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/26/b

riefing/biden-reelection-campaign.html

Everyone has cited the polls say 86% of

voters think Biden was too old to serve

another term, along with 59% who

[correctly] both Biden and Trump as

being too old.

I'm forced to admit that I mistakenly
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assumed that Biden's closest advisors

and wife would have insisted he not run

under the circumstances. However,

maybe Biden deteriorated significantly

between his April 2023 decision to run

for re-election and his disastrous

debate 14 months later. However, even

after the debate, it took absurdly long

for him to step aside. Risking losing to

Trump doesn't make any sense to me
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Oct 19JD JD’s Substack

Wow, you don't remember all of

the regime surrogates on the MSM

claiming Biden was sharp as a

tack, prior to the debate, Harris

included?

As for a well meaning elderly man,

I'll put it this way. Would prefer a

well meaning elderly man

performing surgery or flying your

plane? How about running your

country?

Boy, they changed their tune fast

didn't they, the Democrats. Almost

as if they new it was coming.

And remember when all the Dem

mouthpieces started nominating

him for monuments? Hillarious!

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/the-greatest-threat-to-our-freedom/comment/73303091
https://substack.com/profile/154703099-jd?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://thoughtsinquestion.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)


2/9/25, 8:58 AMThe Greatest Threat To Our Freedom Comes From Our Own Governments

Page 35 of 55https://www.public.news/p/the-greatest-threat-to-our-freedom?utm_source=publication-search

Oct 20 EditedFrank

JD: You complained about

what the MSM published

about Biden's competence.

Democrats surrogates are not

the MSM. Republican

surrogates tell us Trump's

competence isn't diminishing

either, but that is a lie. 59% of

the people thought both were

too old. I loved Ronald

Reagan, but with 20/20

hindsight he was too old

during his second term. Iran-

Contra and negotiating the

end of nuclear weapons with

Gorbachev in Iceland scared

me. And Reagan had the well

understood policy positions

and a trusted team skilled at

carrying them out. If I had my

preferences, no one over the

age of 71 would be able to

take the oath of office, so they

would be gone by 75.

How could the MSM properly
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Oct 20JD JD’s Substack

Frank, firstly, i want to

hank you for the

discussion. I think we see

things through different a

lens, but I appreciate your

opinions.

As to the MSM and the

Biden surrogates, they

were scheduled to appear

for the purpose of

defending Biden. That

was the topic of the day.

Anyone with eyes could

see Biden's decline and

an effort was launched to

counteract that very

visible fact. That was not

truth telling.
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Oct 19Frank

JD asked: "Maybe you possess the

corrections to the record regarding

COVID vaccine efficacy and safety?

To the best of my knowledge, the

conventional story about the record of

vaccine efficacy and safety is 100%

accurate, but the efficacy story

changed with the evolution of the Delta

and Omicron variants in the summer of

2021. Before then, Israel (the first to

vaccinate 50% of their population in

March of 2021) had observed a 500-

fold reduction in new cases and deaths,

and we would have seen the same

benefits if Delta hadn't taken over in

early August. The previous dominant

variant, alpha, hasn't been seen in the

US since September because we have

herd immunity against it. Those new

variants infected both those who had

formerly been protected by previous

infection AND by vaccination. The same

phenomena caused both problems: The

antibodies produced to the original

spike protein no longer bound tightlyExpand full comment
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Oct 19Frank

JD wrote about the MSM: "We could

start with the Spanish American War. Or

perhaps it's coverage of

Leninist/Stalinist USSR. Maybe it's

treatment of Nazi Germany's abuses of

theirs and occupied countries' citizens."

The "Yellow Journalism" of this period

disappeared as journalism

professionalized. Journalism with

standards was taught in college.

Reporters were required to contact

both sides in any story before

publishing a story. The movie "All the

President's Men" is packed with scenes

where the protagonists were struggling

to get two sources (often unnamed) for

every accusation. Over the past two

decades as political polarization has

increased and Fox New has risen, the

situation has deteriorated. Colleges

today are turning out journalism

students who are social justice warriors

with a political agenda, not the

classically trained journalists produced

in the twentieth century. They drove outExpand full comment
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Oct 19JD JD’s Substack

“NO ONE IS AN AUTHORITY, even

Truth from the past can be

challenged today.”

Precisely my point regarding

Meta’s free speech “Supreme

Court”. Unfortunately, the authority

self-conferred on such entities will,

in my opinion, make challenging

truths much more difficult in the

future.
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Oct 20Frank

With its word limit, Twitter

isn't a forum designed to

create Knowledge. In practice,

experiments have shown that

sensation lies go viral and

travel faster and further than

the truth. More than half of

vaccine disinformation was

distributed by about a dozen

people.

LIKE REPLY (1)

SHARE

https://www.public.news/p/the-greatest-threat-to-our-freedom/comment/73304093
https://substack.com/profile/154703099-jd?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://thoughtsinquestion.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/the-greatest-threat-to-our-freedom/comment/73334282
https://substack.com/profile/35044947-frank?utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)


2/9/25, 8:58 AMThe Greatest Threat To Our Freedom Comes From Our Own Governments

Page 40 of 55https://www.public.news/p/the-greatest-threat-to-our-freedom?utm_source=publication-search

Oct 20JD JD’s Substack

X is not just text anymore,

but regardless is does

start debate, which is

think is a good thing.

As for the “dozen people”,

it turns out they were

correct and it wasn't

disinformation at all and

the actions taken against

their stances was

censorship.
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Oct 19JD JD’s Substack

Naw, the MSM didn't change,

they've just become more

sophisticated.

Lots of independent media is

essential to ensure an abundance

of opinion. Don't care too much for

the one sided.
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Oct 20Frank

False information and even

deliberate lies are protected

speech, but they have no

innate value. If they are

defamatory, perjury, constitute

fraud, incite imminent violence

or false advertising; they are

illegal
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Oct 19Frank

I wrote: "In the real world of deadlines,

sources trying to spin the stories you

report and your own personal biases,

no reporters will get every story right."

That was my main point and the reason

why the MSM occasionally gets things

wrong and issues corrections. I stupidly

illustrated that point with a story

Woodward and Bernstein got wrong

and got into a controversy that

distracted from my main point: No

reporters working on a deadline will get

every story right. As he was deserting

the MSM, Glenn Greenwald published a

story entitled something like the "Ten

Worst Stories on Trump-Russia". As it

turns out, the only reason Greenwald

knew that 8 of these 10 stories were

wrong was because journalists from

other MSM publications followed up

these incorrect stories and published

competing stories showing why their

competitors were wrong. The papers

that first published the incorrect story

then issued a retraction and in one caseExpand full comment

LIKE REPLY SHARE

Oct 15BookWench BookWench

The government may not currently have the "POWER" to

censor social media posts, but it certainly appeared to behave

as if it did, in urging X to censor posts regarding Covid.
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Oct 16adrian zschokke adrian zschokke

and who urged X to CENSOR the jd vance papers? or is it

only censorship if something is moderated that goes

against the Shellenberger standart?

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

Oct 16BookWench BookWench

I don't know, & I don't believe they should have been

censored.

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

Oct 15Frank

BookWench: Twitter had been moderating/censoring long

before Biden was inaugurated. All of the major Internet

Platforms were badly embarrassed by Russia's using them

to help Trump get elected. In 2017, Twitter discovered that

fully 1/3 of their accounts were just "bots" designed to

amplify messages directed towards to them, some of them

from Russia. In 2016, Congress had passed the

"Countering Foreign Propaganda and Disinformation Act

and moderation/censorship by the major Platforms

volunteered to help with this National Objective. When the

pandemic arrived and thousands of Americans were dying

every week, Twitter did not want ITS platform. spreading

falsie information about the disease and later the vaccine.

Twitter and the Biden administration became allies in

fighting vaccine misinformation and the administration

pushed them to do more, but the power to

moderate/censor belonged to Twitter and they fully

intended to use it to stop vaccine disinformation.
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Twitter had dozens of former intelligence officers

working for them. Not random
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Oct

16

Noam Deplume, Jr.
(look,at,me)

Noam Deplume, Jr.

(look,at,me)
I'm all in favor of falsie information because I'm a

boob guy and my cousin's husband died of a reaction

to the COVID vaccine. Clotting everywhere.

Philosophers have argued over "what is truth" but

suddenly the government has it. Color me green with

envy that bureaucrats are so much smarter than we

are.
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Oct 22Joe Maxwell Joe Maxwell

Yet they still got it wrong and passed on inaccurate

information as truth.
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That's not quite true, is it. And there are a number of reasons

why.

It reminds me of an old Monty Python skit, where mobsters

Dino and Luigi Vercotti (Jones and Palin) attempt to bing their

protection racket to the Colonel's (Chapman) army base. "You

have a nice base here Colonel, it'd be a shame if something

happened to it."

The government, through threats of amending section 230 or

antitrust action, coerce the proprietor.

And as people are policy, the IC and law enforcement's

revolving door, into and out of these enterprises, has captured

the management culture. Just look at the FBI's integration into

Twitter.

The government can and has applied immense pressure to

coerce these companies.

The lesson will be stark, vis a vis X, if Harris wins the election. I

think Elon is right when he says X will be wrested from him.
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The idea that Elon could have Twitter/X wrested away from

him if Harris wins is merely pro-Trump propaganda. Musk

could lose control of Twitter because he is financially over

extended. Twitter is only worth 30-50% as much as the

$44B Musk paid for it. If I understand correctly, the

purchase was partly financed by a $13B in loans from 7

banks backed by shares of Tesla. (If Musk had sold Tesla

stock to finance his acquisition of Twitter, he would have

been required to pay capital gains taxes on that sale.) The

value of Tesla stock has dropped significantly since

2022The banks expected to sell these loans to other

parties, but have been unable to do so. The exact value of

Twitter debt in unknown, but financing Musk's purchase of

Twitter is easily the worst deal make by banks since the

Financial Crisis. The election of Harris will almost certainly

be better for the value of Tesla and EV's in general than

the election of Trump, though Trump might extend Federal

help to Twitter if things get really bad.

https://www.morningstar.com/news/marketwatch/2024082

0182/elon-musks-44-billion-twitter-purchase-ranks-as-

worst-deal-for-banks-since-the-financial-crisis-wsj

So yes, if things go badly, Musk could lose control of

Twitter, but the cause will be large losses incurred on

Musk's watch, his shaky financing and his high purchase

price, not Harris.
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Oct 18JD JD’s Substack

Why did Twitter/X lose value after Musk's purchase?

Was it's revenue stream attacked, and by whom?

Do you deny X is a direct threat to certain entities and

agendas?

With X’s global influence and popularity, in a free

market, it'd be just fine.
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Oct 18Frank

JD: Musk fired Twitter's entire Safety and Trust

organization. Some users and some advertisers

didn't want to belong to a COMMUNITY

dominated by Trolls and Right-wing bullies and

conspiracy theorists. I don't personally use

Twitter so I can speak from personal knowledge,

but a quick google search for "why did so many

twitter users and advertisers leave Twitter" turns

up lots of information you can explore. Musk is

now charging for authentication with the blue

check mark. Fundamentally, Musk is a very

autocratic leader, and that style may not work

well in a business that depends on a Community

of users. Among other things, the value added by

the Trust and Safety organization is what

distinguished distinguishes Internet Platforms

from the bare bones services provided by the

telephone company and other "common

carriers". You can undoubtably find what are

probably conspiracy theories that explain Musk's

difficulties.

BTW, Facebook has a "Supreme Court" of

experts in freedom of speech that users can

appeal if they think they have been wrongly
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banned. The National Constitution Center has

been interested in Freedom of Speech on the

Internet for more than a decade and had a

program this year about that "Supreme Court"

that included famous conservative law professor

Michael McConnell who serves on it. This

illustrates the difference between autocrat

Musk's Twitter and Facebook. You can also find

programs from the NCC on all of the freedom of

speech legal cases. By its charter the NCC must

be non-partisan, most programs involve

discussions between a law professor from the

Federalist Society and one from the liberal

equivalent. Often the guests are extremely

knowledgeable, having filed "amicus briefs" with

the SC, written books on the topic or otherwise

been personally involved in the cases they

discuss.
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Oh, and as for the “Supreme Court of

experts in freedom of speech”, who are they

to say what freedom of speech means? I

appreciate their input, but I'll make my own

decision, because I'm free to do so. As

should all my free countrymen.

We wrote this down along time ago and I

don't remember any stipulations.

A free society that decides what speech is

socially tolerable. No help from these

inspiringly trustworthy named agencies of

wisemen.

And businesses can find out for themselves

if their views align with their cistomers’.
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Oct 19Frank

https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2

020/05/06/facebook-oversight-board-

new-members/5176913002/

https://constitutioncenter.org/media/file

s/Meet-the-Facebook-Supreme-Court-

transcript-WTP.pdf with conservative

legal scholar Michael McConnell.
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Oct 18 EditedJD JD’s Substack

Frank: I'm sure you're aware of the

Hamilton68 dashboard.

You are probably also aware that the the

Twitter Trust and Safety Board knew that it

was garbage, or worse. Why then, did they

follow it's “recommendations”.

Was it by their own authority that they

censored the NY Post?

“Trolls, right-wing bullies and conspiracy

theorists” buy stuff too, just ask Bud Light.

“Some users and advertisers” for some

reason want to ignore, what appears to be, a

very large market.

The “Trolls, right-wing bullies and

conspiracy theorists” have no power to

censor, they do, however, have the power to

say no.

Now I have no idea where you draw the line

that identifies somebody as Trolls, right-

wing bullies and conspiracy theorists” vice

influencers, activists and pundits, but my

guess is without those people, X or any

social media venue would be a very lonely

place.
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Oct 15BookWench BookWench

One of the greatest obstacles we face, in promoting free speech, is

the willingness of our fellow Americans to submit to censorship for

the proper cause: protecting public health during a "pandemic,"

preserving our "democracy," battling RACISM, sexism, homophobia,

xenophobia, etc. They seem incapable of comprehending how

allowing a little bit of censorship for a worthy cause, will inevitably

devolve into official speech codes and thoughtcrimes.
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Oct

15

Noam Deplume, Jr.
(look,at,me)

Noam Deplume, Jr.

(look,at,me)
College students are inculcated with the notion that some

speech is "toxic." Thus it makes sense to them that censorship

will prevent harm. Funny how they went off to the marketplace

of ideas and returned believing the market should stock only

one brand.
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Oct 14Marilyn F

Great glasses 
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Oct 15Noam Deplume, Jr. (look,at,me) Noam Deplume, Jr. (look,at,me)

When public servants think they are the masters, they depart from

being governors and become dictators. This attitude must be

corrected by the people.
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Oct 14In the Kingdom of God

Xi and the Chinese government are laughing now saying to the

Western governments, "I told you so. Hahahahaha. What made you

all think you can take a higher road and do it differently?"
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Oct 15Snow Martingale Agent of C.A.R.D.S.

The point about "cancel culture" is spot on. Governments will only

carry out these actions so long as the population lets them get away

with it. "Cancel culture" gets a critical mass of people to believe

their neighbor doesn't deserve a "platform." People who can't cope

with the everyday irritation of an open internet where everyone and

their dog has an opinion.

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

Oct 15Bently

Once the election is over, censorship will go into hyper-drive

regardless who wins. All our establishment institutions- all of them-

are backing it. There is a coordinated chorus of Democrats

attacking the first amendment. That's the opening salvo to balloon

the echo chamber.
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Oct 17biff33 biff33

That's where RFK comes in!
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Oct 15Make Heaven Crowded

Thank you for all of your diligence on this!
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Oct 15 EditedJD’s Substack

To defeat this, the fallacy must be demostrated.

Free speech isn't being censored because of opposition to ideas,

that's a feature of social systems, any and always. Censorship is

designed to conceal and deceive and there is a lot to conceal.

Explaining that there is censorship to people who don't know it

exists can be troublesome and abstract, but when the fallacy is

exposed in the form of investigation, like say the WPATH files, it is

concrete and demonstable.

The structures demanding the censorship must be dismantled.

Structures built by the apocolyptic greenie/net zero scam, the

biowarfare/medical/pharma crimes against humanity, big tech's

social/cognitive experiments, all supported, funded and used by our

government, to our detriment.

These structures are the foundation of the political support

necessary to continue to conceal their actions.

Vigorous investigation and reporting will undermine these

structures and political support will begin to evaporate. Not one of

the atrocities I mentioned above can withstand a thorough and

proper investigation without collapsing. That's where the

courageous breed of investigative journalists comes in, to expose

the deception.

Rallies and demonstrations are an important megaphone, but

attending a free speech rally, whilst maintaining the belief in net
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Oct 15BRIAN CAM BRIAN CAM

What worries me is 50% of America will vote for Kamala. 25% of

usa is foreign born and will vote for Kamala. Shellenberger has

expressed repulsion for Trump's comments on illegal Aliens. I don't

see Shellenberger endorsing Trump like MUSK has. I disagree

MUSK's and RFK jr's views on energy. BUT I want free speech,

ONLY TRUMP offers any HOPE of free speech. Shellenberger will sit

out 2024 election?
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Oct 15SenguptaHunchi

If I got hired, I would get fired. Because I think censorship is a form

of speech too when governments are empowered to do so... But

they want to hide their actions; in my view of the international world

every government would have to have their censorship efforts

exposed publicly and whenever you took a doubt account you

would cite the government and the government agency that is

responsible and also cite that government's law to enable anyone to

inspect the legal requirement for doing so.
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Oct 24BRIAN CAM BRIAN CAM

VOTE TRUMP, if you value free speech, end lawfare

REPLY SHARE

Oct 16Mary Mead Mary’s Substack

Thoughtful, fascinating interview. Thank you

REPLY SHARE

Oct 15Nicole Dickens Nicole’s Substack

Run again! I'll vote for you this time! Defeat the lizard man Gavin!

Sorry about the first time!
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81 190 Share Transcript

The House of Representatives impeached President Donald
Trump on December 18, 2019, a?er a White House
whistleblower went public with evidence that Trump abused
his powers by withholding military aid to Ukraine in order
to dig up dirt on his rival, Joe Biden. In the complaint, the
whistleblower claimed to have heard from White House staJ
that Trump had, on a phone call, directed Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky to work with his personal
attorney, Rudy Giuliani, to investigate Joe Biden and Hunter
Biden. The whistleblower who triggered the impeachment
was a CIA analyst who was Prst brought into the White
House by the Obama administration.

Reporting by Drop Site News last year revealed that the CIA
analyst relied on reporting by a supposedly independent
investigative news organization called the Organized Crime
and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP), which appears
to have eJectively operated as an arm of the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), which
President Trump has just shut down. The CIA whistleblower
complaint cited a long report by OCCRP four times.

The OCCRP report alleged that two Soviet-born Florida
businessmen were “key hidden actors behind a plan” by
Trump to investigate the Bidens. According to the story,
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those two businessmen connected Giuliani to two former
Ukrainian prosecutors. The OCCRP story was crucial to the
House Democrats’ impeachment claim, which is that Trump
dispatched Giuliani as part of a coordinated eJort to
pressure a foreign country to interfere in the 2020
presidential election, which is why the whistleblower cited it
four times.

In a 2024 documentary that German television broadcaster
NDR made about OCCRP’s dependence on the US
government, a USAID o^cial conPrmed that USAID
approves OCCRP’s “annual work plan” and approves new
hires of “key personnel.” NDR initiated and carried out the
investigation with French investigative news organization
Mediapart, Italian new group Il Fatto Quotidiano, Reporters
United in Greece, and Drop Site News in the United States.

However, according to a Mediapart story published the same
day as the Drop Site News article, NDR censored the
broadcast “a?er US journalist Drew Sullivan, the co-founder
and head of the OCCRP, placed pressure on the NDR
management and made false accusations against the
broadcaster’s journalists involved in the project.”

On December 16, Drop Site’s Ryan Grim posted a link on X
to the 26-minute-long documentary. “NDR, Germany’s
public broadcaster, is facing a censorship scandal and has
defended itself by saying it never killed a news report about
OCCRP and its State Department funding — b/c no report
was ever produced to kill,” said Grim. “That was absurd —

https://dalek.zone/w/xjUjomMZxRCvp3Z3Gtk9sT?start=0s
https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/occrp-budget-funding-us-government-usaid
https://www.mediapart.fr/en/journal/international/021224/german-broadcaster-ndr-censored-own-investigation-world-s-largest-consortium-investigative-media
https://dalek.zone/w/xjUjomMZxRCvp3Z3Gtk9sT?start=0s
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and dozens, maybe hundreds, of journalists knew it to be
false, and now of course, someone has leaked it.”

The journalistic collaboration revealed that OCCRP’s
original funding came from the Bureau of International
Narcotics and Law Enforcement AJairs of the State
Department, and quotes a USAID o^cial who says, “Drew’s
just nervous about being linked with law enforcement,”
referring to Sullivan. “If people who are going to give you
information think you’re just a cop, maybe it’s a problem.”

OCCRP does not operate like a normal investigative
journalism organization in that its goals appear to include
interfering in foreign political matters, including elections,
aimed at regime change. Sullivan told NDR that his
organization had “probably been responsible for Pve or six
countries changing over from one government to another
government… and getting prime ministers indicted or
thrown out.”

As such, it appears that CIA, USAID, and OCCRP were all
involved in the impeachment of President Trump in ways
similar to the regime change operations that all three
organizations engage in abroad. The diJerence is that it is
highly illegal and even treasonous for CIA, USAID, and its
contractors and intermediaries, known as “cut-outs,” to
interfere in US politics this way.

https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/occrp-budget-funding-us-government-usaid
https://dalek.zone/w/xjUjomMZxRCvp3Z3Gtk9sT?start=0s
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OCCRP Founder Drew Sullivan (left); Samantha Power,
former USAID Director (center); USAID’s Shannon

McGuire (right) (Getty Images and NDR)

OCCRP threatened to Ple a lawsuit against Public in
response to questions we sent. “The premise of your article
is factually false and defamatory,” wrote Miranda Patrucic,
the Editor in Chief of OCCRP, over email. “The claim by
Dropsite News and partner media that USAID has control
over editorial appointments has been disproven and we
suggest you read our response to that.”

But neither OCCRP nor anyone else disproved Drop Site’s
allegations and Drop Site stands by them. And the evidence
does not support OCCRP’s claim of journalistic
independence.

On the website Patrucic links to, a screenshot from
OCCRP’s own agreement with USAID states, “Requests for
approval of new Key Personnel shall include (a) written
justiPcation; and (b) CV curriculum vitae in English… Key

https://www.occrp.org/en/frequently-asked-questions-on-occrps-funding-and-editorial-policies
https://www.occrp.org/assets/announcements/letter-to-mediapart.pdf
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F5654afcb-9d76-49f6-be65-f4d6033e7749_1365x759.heic
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personnel positions, candidates and changes to such
personnel will require concurrence from the AOR
[Agreement O^cer’s Representative] and approval from the
AO [Agreement O^cer].”

OCCRP claims on its website that USAID’s oversight of
OCCRP is not what it appears to be. “This represents a
serious misunderstanding of a common procurement
procedure. This person or persons, referred to as the grant’s
‘key personnel,’ ensures that the money we get is spent
appropriately and that the work gets done. This is not an
editorial role, but a logistical one.”

But there is nothing in the agreement that suggests USAID’s
approval of OCCRP’s work plan and senior staJ are
unimportant to the editorial content produced by OCCRP.

Indeed, USAID’s Shannon McGuire emphasizes, in the NDR
documentary, that USAID controlled OCCRP through what
is known as a “substantial involvement clause.”

https://www.occrp.org/en/frequently-asked-questions-on-occrps-funding-and-editorial-policies
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USAID’s Shannon McGuire

“ There's a substantial involvement clause in a cooperative
agreement,” said McGuire. “So, speciPcally for this
Cooperative Agreement with OCCRP, it’s things like
reviewing and approving an annual work plan. And there’s
key personnel. If OCCRP needs to change key personnel, for
example, the chief of party, which is Drew Sullivan, then
they submit a request with a resume and we review it and
say, ‘Okay, we approve your nominee for a new chief of
party,’ or whoever it is listed in the key personnel.”

Sullivan conPrmed this. “ Under cooperative agreements,
which we don't like to take,” he said, “they have a say on who
the people are, but they can veto somebody.”

https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F0b52d326-41fc-4aa5-b8b2-bdfb7ff6bac6_1310x1057.heic
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Patrucic told Public, “I am the editor-in-chief of OCCRP
and was appointed during a USAID grant, but my CV was
never sent to USAID and no approval was sought or
received. OCCRP is governed only by its board of directors
and no one else.“

But a second USAID o^cial, Mike Henning, conPrmed to
the NDR Plmmakers that USAID approval is not just for
“logistical” or “administrative” functions.

“A cooperative agreement has more strings attached,” said
Henning, “than a grant… Some of the strings that are
attached in a cooperative agreement are approval of key
personnel, approval of an annual work plan, approval of sub
grants of a certain amount above a certain amount.”

USAID, he added, would have to approve “the editor in chief
or who’s the CEO, who’s the, you know, managing editor.”

Sullivan said, “We try to keep [OCCRP journalists] away
from the donors as much as possible so they don’t have to
worry.” He then added, “We’re not always successful. There’s
always some embassy o^cial from some country somewhere
seeking to do something.”

Samantha Power, then head of USAID, said in November
2021 that OCCRP was a “major partner” of the US
government. Under its Strengthening Transparency and
Accountability through Investigative Reporting (STAIR)
program, USAID allocated $20 million to OCCRP from
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September 2022 to September 2027 to support investigative
journalism in Europe and Eurasia. One of the reporters on
the Giuliani story was based in Ukraine. Although OCCRP
claims to assign grants retrospectively, it appears that a
USAID STAIR grant may have funded the story.

Steve Engleberg, managing editor of the investigative
journalism nonproPt, ProPublica, said that OCCRP’s
relationship with the U.S. government undermines OCCRP’s
claim to independence.

“The point at which a funder has inruence over the
personnel who do the news,” said Engleberg, “that is a very
powerful lever because we all know in journalism that a lot
of what happens depends on who does it, right? I mean,
who’s the editor? Who’s the reporter? Who’s the, the leader,
right? You know, the preferences of that person are going to
shape the coverage. So I think if you are worried about

https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F8a1c6b65-1f43-40a5-a1aa-759469dc62a0_1920x1080.heic
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pleasing a funder, particularly a governmental funder, which
has clear viewpoints on things, to me that would be a bit
problematical.”

Indeed, as the NDR reporter notes, “If you look at the [1961]
Foreign Assistance Act [which created USAID] it says
several times in there that the funds should be used to
advance American foreign policy.”

In May 2024, found Drop Site, the OCCRP wrote a report
with the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) paid for by
the UK government. “The RUSI has close links with the
defense and security professions,” noted Drop Site. “One of
its senior vice presidents is General David Petraeus, a
former director of the CIA.”

Elsewhere in the documentary, Sullivan described re-routing
the original grant from the State Department’s INL through
USAID. State Department “got the money and then they
turned it over to USAID,” said Sullivan.

“USAID administered it,” said the reporter, to clarify, “but
the money came from the State Department’s Law
Enforcement and Narcotics division.”

“Yes,” said Sullivan.

Meg Gaydosik, a USAID o^cial, “conPrmed she had not
only pushed to get funding for OCCRP internally but even
helped re-write the group’s application for a major USAID
grant,” reported Drop Site. Gaydosik said, “It was from

https://dalek.zone/w/xjUjomMZxRCvp3Z3Gtk9sT?start=0s
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USAID,” about the OCCRP’s initial support.

OCCRP also threatened Drop Site News, it said. “The news
outlets involved in this project, including Drop Site, have
been on the unpleasant end of increasingly aggressive legal
threats from Drew Sullivan, co-founder and head of
OCCRP,” the authors wrote. “While we strived to be as fair
as possible, and have posted most of Sullivan’s responses,
what we’re not going to do, of course, is back down to
threats, even ones backed with the resources of the federal
government.”
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4dArt

One could interpret that statement as a high compliment or as

damning Schellenberger with faint praise.

LIKE (27) REPLY (2) SHARE

3dJoe d

It was a high compliant and a dig at the nyt on how far they

have fallen
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2dBrick Brick

calm down Bro. Art’s expressing irony.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

4dNorma Odiaga Norma Odiaga

Lol!
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4dYuri Bezmenov How To Subvert Subversion with …

Incredible reporting. This is 100x worse than the Twitter files. The

downfall of USAID is the downfall of regime change warmongers like

Bill Kristol:

https://x.com/yuribezmenov22/status/1887200227918016774
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4dAPriori

It's not 100x worse. It's all 100x bad, all part and parcel to the

same scheme that, by the way, has now induced psychosis in

at least a third of the population, giving them a completely false

and alternate reality which they are certain is beyond any

doubt.
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4dMarlene Madore Marlene Madore

For some reason I started cackling when I read your take -

kind of freeing to know I;m among the 1/3rd.
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4dPaul Harper Theodore Gericault

Mike and Alex knock it out of the park.

Informed folks outside of the US have long been aware of

USAID scams. Reminds me, frankly, of Hamas and hospitals.

USAID does sponsor projects that improve lives across the

globe, and if that was all they did most of us would cheer.

Tinkering with information, however, seems more like VOA work

and we can see the visible discomfort when the interviewed

parties try to explain why the connections to the US gov are

obscured, rather than just come out and say "we work for the

security state of Uncle Sam." The question of 2019, of course,

is whether the security state's involvement in the US election

was an anomaly, or standard practice.

See also Glenn Greenwald and Mike Benz on the blackmail and

leverage over politicians - only outside the US, of course.
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20hKurt Taylor

Brilliant short film Yuri! Love the “Boomers” zinger!
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4dRobert Campbell Robert Campbell

This shit is getting crazy! Not that I’m surprised but more surprised

that it’s all coming out so quick! Amazing what a determined and

honest journalist can do, huh?!?!
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4dJust Chris Just Chris

One must wonder just how deep this rabbit hole will go. It feels like

pulling at a thread like this may lead to a lot more unraveling than

USAID. It feels like this could end up implicating entire systems

upon which Americans have placed their faith and security. If that

happens, just how far will the Trump Administration go and just as

important, how far will the US Congress go, to investigate and weed

out the corruption that exists serving to undermine our elected

leaders and the individual liberties we are ensured by our

constitution?

I continue to refer back to a book/report that was written and

published by Henry Kissinger, "The Kissinger Report: NSSM-200

Implications of Worldwide Population Growth for U.S. Security

Interests," from the 1970s. If one takes the position that the growth

of the human population is an existential threat to the planet, then

the idea of free will, choice and individual liberty, are truly

inconsequential concepts. And if one were to adhere to the

precepts of this report, it would be immoral to not step in and

subvert individual freedom to protect humanity. I think if we look

back to the 1970s, we see this change and can trace back its

origins. The CIA, FBI, State Department, and many others, bought

into this notion and it's been guided and grown over the last fifty

years, largely implemented through the growth of the administrative

state, as well as the growth in power of Nonprofits/NGOs/Public

Private Partnerships and other such backchannels for power

brokers.
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2dRob

As we've seen in real time, up close and personal with illegal

aliens/open borders, these alliances of government and

Nonprofits/NGOs/Public Private Partnerships can have far

reaching and very detrimental consequences for we the

people. Some, however, when done above board and for efforts

that help we the people, such as the space program, are, I

wouldn't say necessary, but are probably much more efficient

and effective than if the gov did it alone - too many special

interests that created overwhelming bureaucracy in the federal

government. What all this speaks to is transparency and the

swamp. We must have more transparency, which Trump is

giving us more than any other Prez I can recall, and less

swamp, which Trump is working to drain. Maybe we'll see how

deep and wide that rabbit hole is soon.
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4dNorm Crenshaw Norm's Thoughts

Lots of treason for Pam Bondi to go for
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3dMichael Manoogian

A lot of people in our governmental agencies and maybe some

politicians should be investigated and prosecuted.
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4dBookWench BookWench

All of this "aid" makes our government look like such "a wretched

hive of scum & villainy," it makes me sick.

The more I learn, the worse it looks.

I just keep reflecting on the number of people sleeping in the

streets, dying of fentanyl overdoses, and those in Lahaina & North

Carolina who learned they couldn't rely on the government for

emergency aid -- or those in California who couldn't even count on

effective fire prevention. All this time, our government was blowing

millions of dollars on utter nonsense.

LIKE (23) REPLY (2) SHARE

4dChris Coffman A Prince Among Men

Billions

LIKE (7) REPLY (1) SHARE

3dMichael Manoogian

Maybe trillions.

LIKE (6) REPLY SHARE

2dBrick Brick

Indeed. History’s largest Ponzi scheme is the fleecing of the

global tax payer. And nowhere more so than the good ole USA.

Seems to me it’s gone on since Ike left office. What’s not

mentioned in the USAID stories is that all the money they

spend is borrowed. Current national debt: $34 trillion and

counting.

Today’s tax payer endures the inflationary impacts for this

borrowing. The debt is dumped on our progeny. We should

care about that.
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4dH8SBAD

The stench is getting pretty hard to ignore; even for those drunk on

the kool-aid.

LIKE (23) REPLY (2) SHARE

3dJD Free Principles vs Tribes

A casual glance at the "top posts in US Politics" on Substack

reveals that the kool-aid drinkers are, in fact, having quite an

easy time ignoring it.
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3dCurious Curious

Unfortunately, those drunk on the kool-aid have been too busy

throwing tantrums over an imaginary fascist takeover to pay

attention to what's been coming out of the swamp.
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4d EditedOut Here On the Perimeter

We're watching a Washington DC puppet show ladies and

gentlemen. Here's how the intelligence agencies control politicians:

Blackmail Command & Control with XKeyScore, Epstein, &

Honeypots

"I, sitting at my desk," said Snowden, could "wiretap anyone, from

you or your accountant, to a federal judge or even the president, if I

had a personal email" —Edward Snowden

They collect and warehouse it all and then use this information to

blackmail and puppeteer politicians. The leverage that they cannot

obtain from what we do with our phones, computers, and cameras

they acquire through honeypots [2:19 minutes]:

https://old.bitchute.com/video/hn5Hl8lDsGzA

Transcript of interview, December 2023,

Anchor: Congressman why do you think that so many democrats are

committed to protecting the list of a dead pedophile. What possible

national security implications could that have?

Congressman Burchett: What you're seeing so many times, my dear

friend Marsha Backburn, I thought she was snubbed, that's why I

got involved, but she can handle her own.

But when the democrat controlled senate did that I went to

Chairman Comer in the republican controlled house and I said we

need to fix this. This is wrong. And too many of my colleagues I'm

afraid are compromised, uh, in this area for whatever reason.Expand full comment

LIKE (17) REPLY (2) SHARE

4dDonald Kosloff Donald Kosloff

Schumer’s comment about the intelligence community getting

back at people is the most frightening comment that I have

ever heard
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4dBookWench BookWench

Yes, and that's what I kept thinking of watching them spaz

out over Tulsi, repeatedly demanding that she denounce

Snowden as a traitor.

I just kept wondering why they were more intent on

protecting the spy agencies, than their innocent

constituents who were being spied on.

Maybe all those rumors about blackmail are true.

LIKE (9) REPLY SHARE

4dJustin Justin

I'm reminded of one of Bill Clinton's first acts after being

elected. He pulled the FBI files of everyone in Congress. They

sure played nice there for awhile.
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4dStephen Warren

We'd never get this kind of reporting from the MSM -- including

Fox.

Sounds like a lot of government officials committed treason by

trying to overthrow the US POTUS.

Will there be any consequences?

LIKE (15) REPLY SHARE

I need a flowchart to understand exactly what’s being said here.

LIKE (13) REPLY (1) SHARE

4dDave Voigts

CIA paying for activism/journalism on US soil. Same as

Mockingbird.

LIKE (7) REPLY SHARE
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4dJust Chris Just Chris

Also, maybe we should take a hard look at our privacy laws. It seems

like we may have a little problem with high powered government

agencies partnering with, I don't know, EVERYONE to undermine

individual liberty through the collection of personal data and the

weaponization of that data. We need to remember, if they can do it

to a sitting US President, they can do it to anyone. With them, a

story doesn't need to be true, but with all of our personal data, they

can make it true. And they will. That, they have shown.

LIKE (10) REPLY SHARE

4d

As always, great reporting. So glad to subscribe to Public
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4dBrett Hyland Cannabinoidome

Learning this treasonous news makes my brain curl into the fetal

position. That these individuals allegedly coordinated deceitfully

across entities to plan, fund and execute the intentional

undermining of our Republic sickens the spike-protein in my heart.
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4dMarlene Madore Marlene Madore

So well said it helped relieve the pain.
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What did they need to investigate? The entire "conspiracy" started

in the open when John Solomon of The Hill published articles about

Hunter Biden's dealings in Ukraine, as those Ukrainian former

prosecutors reached out to him to tell the story. Freedom of the

press, right? After that they got connected with Giuliani as Trump

got interested in the publications etc. And the potential investigation

had nothing to do with the election but Biden's actions in Ukraine

when he was a VP. Also, should the OCCRP investigate corruption in

Ukraine, including Hunter Biden and connection to US officials?

Nevermind... I read the transcript of the phone conversation too.

Trump, in his usual manner, bragged about securing the aid, with no

connection to the investigation. But just mentioning it somehow

became a threat to withhold the aid... By the time of impeachment

the aid was sent to Ukraine, so "withholding the aid" wasn't in the

impeachment. Instead, they invented a new conspiracy theory - that

it was a plot to make the Ukrainian president announce an

investigation so it would influence the election. Do many Americans

read Ukrainian government websites? Although, the second

impeachment was even cheesier.
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4dBookWench BookWench

Yet that video of Biden bragging about withholding aid to

Ukraine until they fired the prosecutor investigating Burisma

failed to raise any suspicions with anyone who mattered.
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3dDonald Kosloff Donald Kosloff

The response of his audience; laughter, was at least as

bad as his comment
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2dBrick Brick

I had the exact same thought when I watched that

clip.

LIKE REPLY SHARE

3d EditedBently

To all Readers: Several days ago I went online to cancel my

subscription (17 years) to the NYT. There are just too many pieces I

can't read beyond the first several paragraphs. It makes me ill and

I'm a diehard liberal. When I got to the end of the online process,

they offered me a 73% reduction in price for 12 months to remain a

customer. I caved. I now pay $1.00/week for the next 12 months. I

invite all of you to cancel your subscriptions to hurt the NYT bottom

line. Please.
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3dDavid Gronek

Pro tip - Set a reminder in twelve months to cancel.

LIKE (4) REPLY (1) SHARE

3dBently Bently

Love it!! I just added it as a popup reminder on my MS

outlook. Hopefully, you will cancel your subscription.
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3dBrandy Magnolia Musings

I do this, too!

LIKE REPLY SHARE

4dJulie

You’re amazing. I can’t wait to hear your next report. Fascinating

times.
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4dBestoink

(Testing CIA reach into Substack) Eric Ciaramella is the whistle

blower who cannot be named. The Voldemort of the Trump

impeachment

LIKE (6) REPLY SHARE

3dDavid Gronek

Transparency is the key to fixing a government. All the secret stuff,

moving money, shady deals, and supposed news reporting that is

funded by ‘donors’ (which happen to be governments) needs to be

stopped. Follow the money and you will see who and what is driving

the issue. This is a perfect example of that premise.

LIKE (5) REPLY SHARE

4dKendall’s Substack

Fantastic reporting, Michael. And my excuse for a U.S. Senator,

Chris Murphy, was front and center attacking Trump and Musk for

closing down this corrupt and treasonous agency. We are going to

learn much more about how corrupt and politicized the Deep State

has been under the Democrats. It's no wonder the great economic

historian, Robert Higgs, has called what our system has become

under the Democrats "participatory fascism." And they called Trump

a fascist.
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4d

See, once you start digging, everything unravels.

Now all the Paid Trolls come out of the woodwork, screeching for

Elon to stop.

The first bucket of water has been thrown.

The Wizard of Oz | 75th Anniversary "I'm Melting" | Warner Bros.

Entertainment

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKfvJiS35I8

LIKE (5) REPLY (1) SHARE

2d Editedallynh

Here you go. More details.

Mike Benz Takes Us Down the USAID Rabbit Hole (It’s Worse

Than You Think)

https://tuckercarlson.com/tucker-show-mike-benz-2025

-----

The BLM riots were a "Color Revolution" funded by USAID with

their "Rent-a-Mob" system.

I will have to watch this episode many times.

-----

Benz - "When it's too dirty for the CIA, you give it to USAID for

a number of reasons."

This explains everything that I have seen over the past few

decades. Yikes!
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4dMarkalmost60

Wow, if this can be connected in the DOJ it might be the biggest

story in a long time!
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3dMakerOfNoise

Wow. Love how Public clearly explains the connections. So proud to

financially support this outstanding reporting.
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3dBranson Edwards Branson Edwards

Ok, how is this not the biggest story so far in 2025. This makes

taking ownwership of Gaza and turning it into a strip mall with a

casino attached look like yesterday's news.
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4dDave Voigts

I'm a former navy officer and I do outreach for everyday people who

are targeted in the current mind control programs. This program

works like the old FBI COINTELPRO and CIA MKULTRA. The deep

state runs a predatory stalking program against these people, and

the program includes the use of the weapons system that causes

the Havana Syndrome symptoms.

When these folks complain, they are smeared as mental cases. The

program is meant to be heavy handed and to act as a deterrent to

those who might speak up about the deep state's criminal activities.
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4dRachel Lucas Rachel Lucas

THIS is why I am a paid subscriber to Public 
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4dM. R. Suffern

great story. thank you for your work.
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3d

Great job Michael! Don't forget that Samatha Powers was also

involved in the unmasking scandal when she was Ambassador to

the UN.
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3dBently

It's too bad investigative reporters are not all independently wealthy.

Pieces like this should not be hidden behind a pay wall. It's almost a

betrayal to the American people. Keep up the good work! Maybe the

NY-propaganda-T will pay you to share this piece with them.
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4dAl Barry

Thanks again to the team at Public for reporting the truth. The world

is more informed because of your efforts.
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4dKurt

Michael, what a bombshell! Amazing reporting. Great job. Keep ’em

coming. What’s next?
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4dcathy

How is a person suppose to get a good night sleep after reading

this? You need to add warnings that this article may interfere with

your sleep
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4dChris Coffman A Prince Among Men

Great work Michael! You’re going to go into the Pantheon with Elon,

Matt, Joe, Julie, Shawn, Mike, Brett and a small number of other

courageous truth tellers!
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3dWilliam g mccatty lll

Thank you.

Again, Michael.You do more reporting than the new york times how

is this not the biggest story

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

3dKathryn G.

This seems like an ENORMOUS story!!

Such great work by Public..Hoping & praying it ALL gets

unraveled..thank you !!

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

Adam Schiff, too. Had to know everything as he peddled the Russia

hoax and pushed the impeachment. Not to mention, the laptop.

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

3dNTX Oilman NTX Oilman

How do we get this story into the mainstream news cycle and on

normies radars?

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

3dJennifer Lauck Flight School with Jennifer Lau…

Thank you so much for this deep and honest reporting. It's been a

long, dark time of stories like this not reaching the light of day. Your

courage is inspiring. The story horrifying. The healing (hopefully)

beginning.

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

3dJean Rexroat

OMG. These alphabet soup organizations are running the world!

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE
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3dDave Vierthaler Dave Vierthaler

What I need is a visual. A chart of the spaghetti lines of all the

connections. I bet it looks like a toddlers first attempt at drawing

and is meant to be that confusing.

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

3d

GONGOs should be illegal or at least subject to total public

transparency. The DOJ should also investigate this matter, which

appears quite serious.

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

3dRoger Haynes Roger Haynes

Amazing my brain is in overdrive. Incredible work Public

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

4dKatie Andraski Katie’s Ground

Thank you.

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

4dKaren B

When you look at the players mentioned, you then have to look at

the coaches. Obama, Hillary, Clapper, Brennan, Mueller,Comey and

Weissman were all in cahoots

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

4dThunder Road

Wow. The birds (CIA) come home to roost (ie, topple the

government).

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE
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3dMagnolia Musings

These people were not given pardons. These people have truly

committed an act of treason. It is against everything the United

States even preaches as relates to a democratically elected leader

for our republic. These people need to be held accountable. They

tried and in some ways, succeeded, in underming our very

government. Also, Alex and Michael, I'm not sure if you are aware,

but the day Biden pardoned those people and left office, Rachael

Vindman went on Bluesky to say that she nor her husband were

offered a pardon and that she felt betrayed and abandoned. There

is something big here.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

3dBob Marsh

The termites are being found and like all termite infestation it only

gets worse. There is no telling how much corrosion there is in the

Federal Government.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

2dJohnstone75

Keep going guys. Keep going. Expose these people

REPLY SHARE

2dCintia Cuperman Cintia Cuperman

This post needs to be open, I want to send it to everyone I know!

REPLY SHARE

2dCintia Cuperman Cintia Cuperman

WOW! What a scandal!

REPLY SHARE

2dBenjamin Wyman Benjamin’s Substack

RIP USAID
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3dJD’s Substack

The Fourth Estate is awakening.

REPLY SHARE

3dChinacatsunflower Chinacatsunflower

Good Lord! So sad to say Imhave friends who named their cats

Fiona and Alex. What a disconnect

REPLY SHARE

4dChristopher Kruger Christopher’s Substack

@michael shellenberger

See this?

https://www.mediapart.fr/en/journal/international/021224/hidden-

links-between-giant-investigative-journalism-and-us-government

REPLY (1) SHARE

3dDavid 1260 David 1260

This article is fascinating. They missed a crucial connection,

however. "In 2021 and 2022, the OCCRP led an investigation by

international media called Russian Asset Tracker, which created

the world’s largest non-governmental database of assets held

globally by Russian oligarchs and political figures." They failed

to recognize how useful this database was for imposing

sanctions on Russia. If my suspicion is correct, that makes

OCCRP an Intelligence asset.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE
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114 83 Share Transcript

President Donald Trump, Elon Musk, and their Department

of Government E:ciency (DOGE) are undermining

democracy and national security by taking over the United

States Agency for International Development (USAID), say

Democrats and the media. “This is a Hve alarm Hre,” wrote

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez on X. “The people elected

Donald Trump to be President - not Elon Musk. Having an

unelected billionaire, with his own foreign debts and

motives, raiding US classiHed information is a grave threat

to national security.” ABC News described USAID as in a

state of “on-going turmoil” and in “chaos.” A senior USAID

executive told ABC, “The warp-speed of this maHa-like

takeover has shaken USAID staT to the core.”

But there was nothing illegal, unethical, or inappropriate

about DOGE’s takeover of USAID, and nobody has

presented any evidence that it threatens national security.

The American people elected Trump who appointed Musk

to oversee DOGE, as Trump has a right to do. “With regards

to the USAID stuT,” said Musk last night on X, “I went over

it with (the president) in detail and he agreed that we should

shut it down.” There is no evidence that Musk was illegally

accessing classiHed information, as Ocasio-Cortez implied.

Nor is there anything “maHa-like” about a new

administration moving quickly to take control of the

Michael Shellenberger
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agencies it controls. Trump sought to merge USAID with

the State Department in 2017.

Samantha Power, former administrator of United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), speaks
during the Summit for Democracy on March 30, 2023 in

Washington, DC. The theme for the final day of the
summit encompassed "Advancing Technology for

Democracy" and included speakers from the Department
of Homeland Affairs and representatives from intelligence

agencies (Photo by Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)

It may be that Congress will have to approve of any

dissolution of USAID, since Congress created it.

“Attempting to dissolve USAID without legislation would be

unlawful and a serious breach of the Constitutional

separation of powers,” argued Jeremy Konyndyk, the

president of Refugees International, on X. “USAID was

initially established by [Executive Order] EO; but later

written explicitly into law…in 1998, and only Congress can

https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/04/24/u-s-agency-for-international-development-foreign-aid-state-department-trump-slash-foreign-funding/
https://x.com/JeremyKonyndyk/status/1886180862124789966
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reverse that.” Wrote Rep. Rosa Delauro, “Since 1998

Congress has recognized the independence of USAID &

funded it in annual appropriations bills.”

But all Trump has done is put his people in charge of

USAID, paused its grants, and shut down the organization’s

communications. When asked about USAID yesterday, he

said, "It's been run by a bunch of radical lunatics and we're

getting them out... and then we'll make a decision." If the

courts were to Hnd that Trump dissolved USAID in violation

of the law, the evidence suggests that he would obey the

court ruling, as he did with every order he received between

2017 and 2021. And if USAID was funding worthwhile

activities, they can be re-funded in the future.

What’s more, researchers have caught USAID abusing its

powers, including by funding everything from censorship to

the Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV), which may have

done research that resulted in the Covid pandemic. Between

2004 and 2022, USAID was the largest US government

funder of EcoHealth Alliance, which sub-awarded grant

funding to WIV. USAID gave EcoHealth Alliance $54

million during that period, which was more even than the

$42 million the group received from the Pentagon.

Samantha Powers, the USAID Director under President

Barack Obama, evaded questions about what USAID with

the WIV, alleged Senator Rand Paul in 2023. “Some of the

research proposals in 2018 were the Wuhan Institute of

Virology asking for money to create a… SARS-like

https://x.com/rosadelauro/status/1886168143694909757
https://x.com/KanekoaTheGreat/status/1886214079993532620
https://theintercept.com/2021/12/28/covid-pandemic-virus-hunters-ecohealth-alliance-peter-daszak-wuhan/
https://x.com/KanekoaTheGreat/status/1886098345938284813
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coronavirus with a furin cleavage site,” said Paul. “That's

exactly what COVID-19 turned out to be.”

Paul accused Powers of withholding information. “We want

to know if there were other research proposals you either

granted or denied that were in the same vein as creating

viruses that could have become COVID-19. We can't tell

because you won't give us information... I now have 25

Senators that have sent you a letter, and you aren't

responding... You are being dishonest."

Evidence of USAID withholding information from Congress

is su:cient justiHcation for Trump to remove the agency’s

leadership and pause funding. Aoer all, USAID may be

currently funding dangerous research and not informing

Congress.

That doesn’t mean Trump’s strategy doesn’t come without

risks to his administration. Many members of Congress are

deeply enmeshed with the USAID, which supports both

Democrat and Republican think tanks, the National

Democratic Institute (NDI) and the International Republican

Institute (IRI), which bring members of Congress to foreign

nations on various junkets. NDI calls its work with

Democrats “Legislative Development” while IRI calls it

“Legislative Strengthening.” The eTorts appear to be open

eTorts to inquence members of Congress to support USAID.

Those members may next week register their upset with

Trump.

https://www.ndi.org/house-democracy-partnership?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.iri.org/news/a-year-of-legislative-strengthening/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ndi.org/house-democracy-partnership?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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As for progressive Democrats, they should be embracing

Trump’s actions against USAID. Leo-wing anti-imperialist

groups have for 50 years criticized USAID as an extension of

US government interventionism abroad. Noam Chomsky,

perhaps the most inquential Leo-wing critic of US

government imperialism, accused USAID of undermining

the government of Haiti. Aoer the US-backed candidate

lost, Chomsky noted in a 2002 lecture, “the US instantly

changed policies. USAID was diverted away from the

government towards anti-government agencies. Every eTort

was made to undermine the [newly elected] government.”

The socialist magazine Jacobin as recently as 2017, criticized

USAID’s work in El Salvador as a “Trojan Horse” for a secret

political agenda.

So what is really going on here? Why has Trump risked

alienating even many Republicans in Congress to dismantle

USAID? And why aren’t progressive Democrats like Ocasio-

Cortez and other Leoists celebrating Trump’s dismantling

of a US government agency they have long criticized for

promoting imperialism?

Democrats Against Democracy

https://infinite.mit.edu/video/noam-chomsky-paul-farmer-%E2%80%9C-uses-haiti-mit-technology-and-culture-forum-2222002
https://jacobin.com/2017/07/usaid-el-salvador-gangs-drug-war-security-fmln-arena


2/9/25, 8:46 AM(100) USAID’s History Of Regime Change, Destabilization, And Censorship Justifies Its Closure By Trump

Page 7 of 57https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization

U.S. Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) is
seated prior to Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

delivering a video address to U.S. Congress at the U.S.
Capitol on March 16, 2022 in Washington, DC. Zelenskyy
addressed Congress as Ukraine continues to defend itself

from an ongoing Russian invasion. (Photo by Sarah
Silbiger-Pool/Getty Images)

USAID has the distinction of being both a “deep state”

agency, involved in covert actions aimed at destabilizing

foreign governments, and one of the main US government

agencies that comprise the foreign policy establishment,

which many on both the Leo and Right refer to as “The

Blob,” because it is comprised of amorphous shape-shioing

and self-perpetuating imperialistic elite, like the famous

gelatinous alien in the 1958 science Hction movie by the

same name.

A few hours aoer USAID’s website went dark, Nayib Bukele,

the President of El Salvador, wrote on X, “Most governments

https://x.com/nayibbukele/status/1886059275174506850
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F68b3cd04-35d4-4139-906c-870f037f4627_3293x2071.heic
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don’t want USAID funds qowing into their countries

because they understand where much of that money actually

ends up. While marketed as support for development,

democracy, and human rights, the majority of these funds

are funneled into opposition groups, NGOs with political

agendas, and destabilizing movements. At best, maybe 10%

of the money reaches real projects that help people in need

(there are such cases), but the rest is used to fuel dissent,

Hnance protests, and undermine administrations that refuse

to align with the globalist agenda. Cutting this so-called aid

isn’t just beneHcial for the United States; it’s also a big win

for the rest of the world.”

The concerns that Bukele raises are identical to those raised

by Chomsky and Jacobin Magazine. But Bukele is a right-

wing populist, not a leo-wing populist, which may explain

why progressive Democrats and Leoists are not supporting

Trump’s dismantling of USAID.

USAID is among other US government organizations that

have promoted regime change abroad, including the Middle

East and Eastern Europe. Even “To its proponents,” notes

the Washington Post, “USAID is an indispensable arm of

U.S. foreign policy” that spends $40 billion per year to

inquence politics in 130 nations.

The money is ostensibly used for things like helping

refugees but, as Jacobin and Chomsky noted, that money is

always highly strategic and aimed at inquencing politics. It’s

worth considering that many of the defenders of USAID

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/02/02/usaid-musk-trump-faq/
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operate as ostensibly normal charities. USAID is “a national

security tool kit,” said Konyndyk, the president of Refugees

International.

As part of US government eTorts to overthrow governments

abroad, or simply inquence what they do, USAID has in

recent years been funding censorship advocacy worldwide

through its “Countering Disinformation” program, which is

part of its Consortium for Elections and Political Process

Strengthening (CEPPS). This work has included funding for

so-called “fact-checking” organizations, including in Brazil,

which governments use as a predicate for demanding

censorship by social media companies.

The USAID program lays out its strategy, which is to fund

ostensibly “civil society” organizations to pressure social

media companies like Facebook and X to censor more, and

to conduct “fact-checking.” USAID also promoted

pressuring advertisers to demand more censorship from

social media companies, notes Foundation for Freedom

Online founder Mike Benz.

The agency promoted “prebunking,” like the kind used by

Aspen Institute to program journalists and social media

companies to censor the Hunter Biden laptop, as well as

“strategic silence,” which is similar to what Aspen promoted

to journalists in the summer of 2020 before the New York

Post published its Hrst story about the laptop. USAID has

funded the Aspen Institute in the past.

https://counteringdisinformation.org/interventions/agencia-lupa
https://x.com/MikeBenzCyber/status/1886185428778110988
https://x.com/ShellenbergerMD/status/1604871630613753856
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USAID also funds media organizations, including the BBC,

directly. “It gives nearly £2 million per year to train

reporters - in 35 countries - how to serve Washington,”

noted independent journalist Matt Kennard.

Censorship advocate Nina Jankowicz, who was brieqy the

head of the Department of Homeland Security’s

“Disinformation Governance Board,” posted a defense of

USAID on the social media platform BlueSky yesterday.

Shortly aoer, Benz noted that USAID is one of her funders.

Benz also pointed to USAID funding for a group called

“Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project”

(OCCRP), which investigated Rudy Giuliani, and whose

work was cited in a letter written by a CIA agent, resulting

in the impeachment of Donald Trump. In a documentary,

OCCRP admitted that USAID must approve of its senior

employees, which shows that OCCRP is not editorially

independent of the US government. The US government was

OCCRP’s Hrst and largest donor. And OCCRP’s head says

his organization’s reporting resulted in regime change in

Hve to six nations.

And, Benz noted, USAID funded the Atlantic Council,

which was part of the Censorship Industrial Complex that

demanded censorship of disfavored election and Covid

information in 2020 and 2021.

Intriguingly, a USAID-funded organization sponsored

Ocasio Cortez to travel to Niger in 2009. The nation was in

https://x.com/kennardmatt/status/1886117668274446687
https://x.com/MikeBenzCyber/status/1886192880844230836
https://x.com/MikeBenzCyber/status/1886147244874674394
https://x.com/wikileaks/status/1886225692427174019
https://x.com/MikeBenzCyber/status/1829403391149363485
https://x.com/MikeBenzCyber/status/1886252477743321213
https://x.com/MikeBenzCyber/status/1871809906757849106
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the midst of civil war at the time and, a few months later,

there was a military coup which, some alleged, the US

government supported. A brief by the Center for Strategic

and International Studies (CSIS), a think tank funded by the

US government, asks, “Some commentators have described

this as a ‘good coup.’ Is there such a thing?” to which CSIS

answers, “It’s true to say that few tears are being shed for

the outgoing president.”

USAID was the main funder for the groups behind

overthrowing governments during the so-called “Arab

Spring” and the Eastern European “Color Revolutions.”

USAID was among the Hrst donors on the ground in

Tunisia, giving $19 million to political parties and activist

mobilizations, as well as millions for similar activities in

Egypt. USAID funded the Serbian youth movement Otpor!,

which played a key role in overthrowing Slobodan Milošević,

and the independent media outlet Rustavi-2, which was

instrumental in mobilizing public opinion against the

government to support the Rose Revolution in Georgia.

That work continued around the world. In 2014, the

Associated Press reported that the Obama administration

“secretly dispatched young Latin Americans to Cuba using

the cover of health and civic programs to provoke political

change, a clandestine operation that put those foreigners in

danger even aoer a U.S. contractor was hauled away to a

Cuban jail.”

And, according to a new CNN story today, USAID o:cials

https://x.com/MikeBenzCyber/status/1871809906757849106
https://www.csis.org/analysis/counter-coup-niger
https://www.csis.org/about/financial-information/donors/us-and-alliedpartner-government
https://2012-2017.usaid.gov/news-information/frontlines/democracy-human-rights-governance/one-year-arab-spring-continues-inspire?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/ap-u-s-sent-latin-american-youth-undercover-anti-cuba-n172036
https://www.cnn.com/2025/02/02/politics/usaid-officials-leave-musk-doge/index.html
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appear to have attempted to “circumvent Trump’s executive

order to freeze foreign aid for 90 days.” The Trump

administration put “Around 60 senior USAID staT… on leave

last week” and “Another senior o:cial was put on leave for

trying to reverse that move.” Said Musk last night, “We don’t

have “an apple with a worm in it. We have a ball of worms…

USAID is a ball of worms.”

So why did Trump and Musk take such aggressive action

against USAID? Part of the reason may be that it is a funder

of the Censorship Industrial Complex, which targeted

Trump and his supporters and which Musk exposed through

the Twitter Files. Another part of the reason is that USAID

is an instrument of US empire, and voters elected Trump to

pursue “America First” over global commitments.

The links between USAID regime change work abroad and

anti-Trump work in the US may go deeper than people

realize. Before working at DHS, Jankowicz, worked on

“democracy assistance programs” for NDI in Eastern

Europe. And, as we discovered through the Twitter Files,

she was involved in an eTort by a CIA venture capital fund-

backed eTort to seize control of Twitter’s content

moderation.

And why are progressive Democrats outraged? In part

because USAID funded many of them. In part because they

support its eTorts to censor populist voices around the

world as well as in the US. And in part because it has

become, over the last 20 years, the party most supportive of

https://www.cnn.com/2025/02/02/politics/usaid-officials-leave-musk-doge/index.html
https://www.public.news/p/us-officials-turned-regime-change?utm_source=publication-search
https://www.public.news/p/twitter-files-cia?utm_source=publication-search
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continuing US empire, even at the expense of US citizens’

interests.

U.S. President Donald Trump calls on reporters during a
press conference about the collision of an American

Airlines flight with a military Black Hawk helicopter near
Ronald Reagan National Airport, in the Brady Press

Briefing Room at the White House on January 30, 2025 in
Washington, DC. Officials believe that all 64 people on the
commercial jet and the three service members on the U.S.

Army helicopter died when they collided midair and
crashed into the Potomac River airport outside

Washington, D.C. on Wednesday. (Photo by Chip
Somodevilla/Getty Images)

Trump and Musk can likely expect signiHcant congressional

blowback this week due to their abrupt halting of USAID

The Right Is Doing What The Left
Couldn’t

https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F2457b34d-e5c5-4e91-9e9b-05ef16013e57_7437x4961.heic
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funding, the Hring of its leaders, and the shutting down of

its website and X accounts. Trump may have anticipated the

rising concern when he reassured a reporter that he had not

made a decision about the future of the organization and

was simply removing the “radical lunatics” who ran it.

But by moving quickly, and airing USAID’s dirty laundry

publicly, Musk and Trump have sent a strong signal against

censorship and other anti-democratic actions used by

USAID. “Trump is dismantling the infrastructure of US

empire, particularly its propaganda apparatus,” noted

Kennard. “Incredible.”

Indeed, it is incredible that Trump, who Democrats and the

media decried as a fascist for years, has done signiHcantly

more than Leo-wing Hgures like Ocasio-Cortez to challenge

the blob.

Trump’s focus on sovereignty, realism, and strength is a

major departure from decades of foreign meddling, regime

change, and inquence operations. This move is a key step in

shioing US focus away from globalist projects and back to

domestic prosperity, which has been a feature of Trump’s

platform for years. Said Trump in 2016, “We will no longer

surrender this country or its people to the false song of

globalism. The nation-state remains the true foundation for

happiness and harmony.”

Since his Hrst election, it has become even more evident that

blowback from US foreign policy would disrupt harmony at

https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/277879-trump-warns-against-false-song-of-globalism/
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home. To combat alleged “misinformation,” the Censorship

Industrial Complex used counterterrorism and intelligence

tactics developed abroad, including psychological

operations, and repurposed them to shape domestic opinion

and thought.

This repurposing of national security tools was a key feature

of the weaponization of government against Trump, his

supporters, and other dissidents. The pursuit of globalism

and foreign intervention has thus proved not only to be

costly and distracting but has also fueled abuses of power

against American citizens.

The next step for the Trump administration should be the

defunding of federal programs and contractors that promote

or engage in censorship and propaganda. Recommitment to

the nation-state will require unwavering commitment to free

speech. The Trump administration should cut oT funding to

groups, including the Aspen Institute, which interfered in

the 2020 election. Trump should order the State Department,

the National Science Foundation, the Department of

Homeland Security, and other agencies to end all contracts

with censorship advocates and “misinformation

researchers.”

Soon, Americans will gain a new and improved view of what

is happening. Dismantling USAID is not the grave threat to

national security that Rep. Ocasio-Cortez claims it is.

Rather, she and other apologists for the deep state and

foreign policy blob are.

https://www.public.news/p/us-military-contractors-used-counterterrorism
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715 Likes ∙ 83 Restacks

Discussion about this podcast

Write a comment...

6d

This is a grave threat to national security! Said the people who had

no problem letting a dementia patient control the nuclear football

for four years.

LIKE (73) REPLY (1) SHARE

5dSteve Steve

What makes you think he was controlling the nuclear football

(or anything else for that matter)?

LIKE (7) REPLY SHARE

6dJeanette Staton

If only this article could be published in NYT and Washington Post

so all the lefty’s in their bubbles could read actual facts….

LIKE (66) REPLY (3) SHARE

6dCurious Curious

This thought comes to mind every time I read one of Michael's

articles.

LIKE (24) REPLY SHARE
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6de.pierce e.pierce

CORRUPT, INCOMPETENT, BRAINWASHED DEMOCRATS

SUPPORT REGIME CHANGE AND PROPAGANDA

Problem is, as psych research shows, that they lack the

metacognitive capacity to correct their brainwashing by

REGIME PROPAGANDA schemes. They simply don't have the

ability to comprehend and rationally process objective facts

that contradict their confirmation biases and toxic, emotive-

subjective narratives.

Facts will not matter to them.

LIKE (12) REPLY (2) SHARE

6de.pierce e.pierce

The radical/extremist "left" lacks the capacity for meta-

cognitive awareness.

https://bigthink.com/neuropsych/radicals-are-worse-at-

metacognition/

bigthink. com /neuropsych/radicals-are-worse-at-

metacognition/

excerpt:

Neuropsych — February 15, 2019

Why radicals can’t recognize when they’re wrong

Key Takeaways

Not only does everyone have personal experience with

how difficult it can be to change people's minds, but

there's also empirical research showing why this is the

case. A new study in Current Biology explains why some

people seem to be constitutionally incapable of admitting

they're wrong. The study shows the underlying

mechanism behind being bull-headed, and there may be

some ways to get better at recognizing when you're

wrong.

https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90810940
https://substack.com/profile/13703256-epierce?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://epierce1.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
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https://epierce1.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://bigthink.com/neuropsych/radicals-are-worse-at-metacognition/
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...

cont. excerpts

New research published in Current Biology on December

18, 2018, confirms this feeling: people with radical beliefs

actually think differently than those without. Specifically,

radicals have less metacognitive sensitivity than

moderates.

Metacognition refers to the ability to be aware of and

analyze one’s own thinking. Metacognitive sensitivity is

similar, but more specific: it refers to the ability to

distinguish between one’s correct and incorrect

judgements. The new paper, titled “Metacognitive Failure

as a Feature of Holding Radical Beliefs,” shows that

radicals have measurably less metacognitive sensitivity

than moderates.

[ https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-

9822(18)31420-9 ]

LIKE (8) REPLY (2) SHARE

5dJennifer Jennifer

Thank you for these links! Metacognition is a new

word to me; but I have personal experience of the

absolute lack thereof in certain individuals.

LIKE (6) REPLY SHARE

5dSteve Steve

This is what I love about sites like PUBLIC. There are

things I know something about and (many many

many) other things I don't have a clue. BUT there's

always someone willing/eager to share. 3 Thumbs Up!

LIKE (3) REPLY SHARE
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6dAlice Ball

This is why I ignore everything they say. They are 24/7

non-factual emoters.

LIKE (5) REPLY SHARE

2dHens

The unfortunate reality is that much of what is discussed

historically here e.g Cuba happened during Republican led

governments and oversight. This was typically a left-wing issue

which the Right ignored and/or played down since the 1960's.

It's only a recent phenomena that the left lost their mind on

these topics, but for the Right facilitated it for decades. This is

not a partisan issue really. The Right created it, The Left are

(now) enabling it. Damn the idiots on both sides.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

6dJeff Keener Jeff Keener

Brilliant report, Michael. Thank you. It's probably safe to say that

99.9% of Americans have no idea what USAID does.

LIKE (44) REPLY (3) SHARE

6dCurious Curious

And yet it's not stopping many of them from railing against this

move because they've been told that USAID = good.

LIKE (11) REPLY (1) SHARE

6dJeff Keener Jeff Keener

If only it were a bona fide foreign health aid program

instead of a slush fund for CIA/State/DOD.

LIKE (11) REPLY (1) SHARE
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4d EditedRob

It sounds like a slush fund for woke pushers as well.

This is why it is so hard to get rid of programs. Dems

know it. They get their spending enshrined in law and

it never goes away.

LIKE (1) REPLY (1) SHARE

4dJeff Keener Jeff Keener

Right on.

LIKE REPLY SHARE

5dAlex K. In the Kingdom of God

99% of Americans have no idea what any government agency

does.

It's so interesting to watch liberal gut reactions, "OMG

Trump/Elon are wrecking havoc they're shutting things

down!!!!!!!" without even thinking for a second do what exactly

are these agencies doing in the first place. It's all just

"Trump/Elon bad/crazy!!" Granted, an argument can be made

they could've (maybe) gone about it a way that is less chaotic

and more professional. But that doesn't negate the much

bigger issue of how rotted these systems and agencies have

become. The fire alarm cries over procedures over the fire

itself is quite extraordinary.

LIKE (3) REPLY (1) SHARE

5dJeff Keener Jeff Keener

I get what you mean, however, I wonder if the strategy was

to strike early & hard to put the opposition back on its

heels and that any hesitation due to a more measured

approach might serve to delay and delay?

LIKE (4) REPLY (1) SHARE
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5dAlex K. In the Kingdom of God

Yes I believe that is the strategy. Also the element of

surprise by DOGE so the bureaucrats would be

caught off guard and wouldn't be able to do anything

to prevent them from taking over.

Nonetheless, there are some things they could've

smoothed over. It is true that Elon and his bunch of 20

y.o.s don't have security clearance. Would've been

better optics had they sent some people with

clearances with them, and appointed someone with

clearance to act as oversight. The disclosures are

pouring out over DOGE's X feed, but in addition they

probably could communicate better to the wider

public beyond X users, and at least say a formal

report is in the works. Etc etc. No it won't make an

iota of difference to the Dems or libs who drunk the

Koolaid. But it would've been less jolting to the wider

public.

But overall, I'm here so I know these are nitpicks. I just

think the wider (moderate) public who aren't

terminally online and political junkies matter too.

LIKE (2) REPLY (2) SHARE

5dJeff Keener Jeff Keener

All good points and ideas.
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4d EditedRob

Do we know no one with a clearance was with

them? I spoke to someone at USAID and it

sounded that what happened was different than

what you imply. Also, it's great to have a report.

But, they've been at it for how long now? Do you

expect them to generate a report weekly? Is

having a near real time view of what they are

doing not enough for the interim until, say one,

two, three agencies have been reviewed and a

report is generated? I, personally, don't need a

report. If they posted what was happening with a

data visualization tool, I think that would be much

more helpful for people to see and understand

what is happening.
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4dAlex K. In the Kingdom of God

"Do we know no one with a clearance was

with them? I spoke to someone at USAID

and it sounded that what happened was

different than what you imply"

We don't know and this is not "my"

implication. There is no official statement

anywhere that any official with clearance

was with them. And if there were, they

could've named the official or at least

mention the title. This is the messaging/PR

problem that's exactly my point. IDK why

you're arguing about this.

"Do you expect them to generate a report

weekly?" -- No. But a simple official

statement from the WH Press Sec that an

official report will be forthcoming would

make the public feel a lot more at ease.

Citizens can expect at least that as some

kind of basic accountability.

"I, personally, don't need a report." -- yeah

well, you're not the only citizen or voter or

taxpayer in the whole country.

" If they posted what was happening with a

data visualization tool, I think that would be
LIKE (1) REPLY (1) SHARE

2d EditedRob

Let's review: You posted:

"Would've been better optics had they

sent some people with clearances with

them, and appointed someone with

clearance to act as oversight."

Then you posted:
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"We don't know and this is not "my"

implication. There is no official

statement anywhere that any official

with clearance was with them. And if

there were, they could've named the

official or at least mention the title. This

is the messaging/PR problem that's

exactly my point. IDK why you're

arguing about this."

Your first post is obviously not what you

profess it to be in your second. No

other statement in your first post

changes what you implied in the first

post or asserts what you posted in the

second. Your first post doesn't say

directly that they didn't have people

with security clearances involved but it

most certainly implies it.

"Do you expect them to generate a

report weekly?" -- No. But a simple

official statement from the WH Press

Sec that an official report will be

forthcoming would make the public feel

a lot more at ease. Citizens can expect

at least that as some kind of basic

accountability.

So, someone just saying a report will be

forthcoming and you'll be cool with it?

Good, I heard that very thing, a report is

coming. But, are we not getting

information in near real time on what

they are finding?! Yes! So, I guess you

can wait for the vital report on what was

done, the rest of us can see it in near

real time.
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"I, personally, don't need a report." --

yeah well, you're not the only citizen or

voter or taxpayer in the whole country.

Look in the mirror, neither are you.

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE

2d EditedRob

Extending the comment here. For

some reason it isn't showing up

with the above post.

" If they posted what was

happening with a data visualization

tool, I think that would be much

more helpful for people to see and

understand what is happening." --

Please do write or email the White

House with your suggestion.

Telling me doesn't do any good. As

for posting, just posting on social

media is informing at max 20% of

the public. They need to post it to

the official WH website.

I'll just skip over the first few

sentences for obvious reasons.

But, I'll address the social media

criticism. You think that more than

20% of the population goes to

whitehouse . gov?!

You think more people search

through that site than read about

this on social media!? OK, you do

LIKE REPLY (1) SHARE
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2d
Alex
K.

In the Kingdom of

God
It’s about access. Government

information should be

accessible to everyone. X is a

private entity for one. It’s not

accessible to 80% of the

citizens who don’t want to

sign up for an account. A huge

majority of people not on X

aren’t even aware DOGE is

publishing information on X.
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1dRob

X is accessible to

everyone in the world

except for those

countries where it has

been banned. If one

chooses to not use it, it's

up to them. Just like if

one chooses to go to a

website or tune into a

news program or read a

paper or even this

substack. Almost every, if

not every single member

of Congress, every

agency, political

organizations such as the

DNC and the RNC and a

bevy of other government

and government related

entities have X accounts

and use them constantly.

Brandon made a major

announcement on X. And

now, it's not an

acceptable venue? I bet a
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21h
Alex
K.

In the

Kingdom

of GodI'm done here. I've

tried being

courteous by

responding, but it's a

waste of my time as

you're obviously

someone who gets

triggered by even

the slightest

criticism against

"your side". This

whole debate is

pointless as it's not

even about anything

substantive, but

about process. We're

not even in

disagreement about

Musk or DOGE. You

just can't take the

slightest bit of

criticism even if it's

entirely harmless.

Please. It's the

weekend. Go touch
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Continue Thread →

5dDavid Gronek

Exactly what I was thinking. The name is very misleading.
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6dSea Sentry Sea Sentry

I agree with the comment that "USAID is “a national security tool

kit.” In living abroad and running into USAID from time to time, I

found little to commend the organization other than to hide CIA

Agents and to give white college grads with useless degrees

someplace to work.

This is a great place for DOGE to start. Let's just shut it down and

hold our breath. In a year, nobody will remember it ever existed.

LIKE (37) REPLY SHARE

6ddiddy

Awesome to read this and the WSJ propaganda simultaneously.

Almost all of it is drivel like this:

“USAID has also been a big funder of health programs around the

world, working to reduce HIV, tuberculosis and other diseases,

including the Covid-19 pandemic. It helped the Tanzanian

government and Unicef battle a past outbreak of Marburg virus,

funding equipment, medicines and staff.”

Almost nothing about censorship funding or regime change

funding. Zero on what percentage of budget is spent on what.

Laughable and not sure they understand how little time they have

left publishing this crap.

LIKE (30) REPLY (2) SHARE

6dCurious Curious

Funny they mentioned health programs, including Covid-19,

given that USAID paid $40M for Coronavirus research at the

Wuhan lab.

LIKE (13) REPLY SHARE

https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90799490
https://substack.com/profile/9461922-sea-sentry?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://seasentry593277.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90801926
https://diddy1.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90809642
https://substack.com/profile/74436677-curious?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://choosecuriosity.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90836612


2/9/25, 8:46 AM(100) USAID’s History Of Regime Change, Destabilization, And Censorship Justifies Its Closure By Trump

Page 30 of 57https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization

6dMark In Houston Apropos of What Matters

Sad to see the WSJ succumb to the same virus that has

infected the left and members/supporters of the Blob with their

criticism of restraining the actions of USAID.

LIKE (7) REPLY (1) SHARE

5dSteve Steve

The WSJ has always been a big supporter of neo-

conservative foreign policy interventions. It's no surprise

they back USAID.

LIKE REPLY SHARE

6d EditedFranco Manni Franco Manni

Beautiful article, you are a very good real journalist like those of the

past 

LIKE (26) REPLY SHARE

6dMatt Walsh

It's truly amazing what is happening. The unstoppable bureaucratic

state is being stopped in its tracks and actually rolled back. Bravo!
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Foreign Aid has always been both a program with genuine

humanitarian goals and with foreign policy goals. The humanitarian

programs, often quite genuine and effective and run by dedicated

people with humanitarian instincts, were justified to Congress and

the State Department types as a way to generate good PR and good

will for the U.S. during the Cold War. They also salved the

consciences of idealistic Americans in and out of government who

wanted to believe America was a force for good in the world. Since

the end of the Cold War when the neocons and neoliberals took off

their gloves and began pursuing naked world domination, USAID

became almost purely an exercise in propaganda, manipulation and

political meddling. The Faustian bargain with which many of the

early bureaucrats in the agency idealistically began their careers (I

knew some of them) turned sour. Most, I believe left. At this point, I

don't believe there is much to mourn due to its passing.

LIKE (17) REPLY (2) SHARE

6dNorma Odiaga Norma Odiaga

Interesting. I would agree with you. From 1965-1967, my

husband and I worked for USAID in Gabon, West Africa. USAID

funded the Peace Corps project of building concrete block

schools in the jungle to replace the existing mud hut schools. I

felt that it was a proper project. But people kept making

whispered comments about a USAID connection to the CIA. I

was pretty naive and didn't really digest that. But looking back

all of these years later, I have to wonder.
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6de.pierce e.pierce

Including military equipment sales, no?
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6dBill Graham Bill’s Substack

Outstanding reporting on USAID status under the new Trump

Administration. Hearing the references where this agency exerted

influence in the world and at home is an eye opener to the average

American Citizen who wants to feel he can trust his government,

even in the face of suspicious activity, covert operations, and

censorship as we've experienced in recent years. You do a great

service Michael, with this timely and comprehensive overview of the

current situation, the legislation, those responsible for oversight,

those who have benefited from USAID money and influence, and

finally and most importantly, the emerging process of full disclosure

and transparency sorely needed in these times. Bravo!

LIKE (14) REPLY (1) SHARE

6dMark In Houston Apropos of What Matters

So well said Bill!

LIKE REPLY SHARE

6dMary Hartman Mary’s Substack

I am unbelievably excited to watch all of this and yet.... In all of this

excitement I think it's important that we all recognize how

dangerous this is for President Trump, his family and the others who

are helping him unravel this mess. There have been two attempts on

his life and that was before he began cleaning house. How far will

the deep state go to make sure he doesn't dig into their underwear

drawer and hang their knickers out for all to see?

LIKE (11) REPLY (2) SHARE

6dSybil

Life in times such as these is never without profound risk. We

are glad to have the hearts of lions on the front. They realize

the risk and do it anyway.
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5dFred Ickenham

In addition to his regular security, he also needs a food taster

wherever and whenever he eats.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

6d

Sunshine is the best disinfectant!

Publicize all grants, loans, backdoor agreements. Name names, who

benefited from loans, etc.

Especially the Wuhan lab and other funding for GoF!

LIKE (10) REPLY (1) SHARE

6dMichael Boock

Between the release of USAID documentation/comms and the

JFK/RFK/MLK documents, this is a glorious time for journalists.

I hope there are enough like Schellenburger/Taibbi/Fang/Webb

to get to it all. And this will only be the beginning. Happy

reading!
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6dPatrick Hurley

The legislative branch of the federal government creates an agency

nestled within the executive branch. But when the executive branch

seeks to exert control over said agency, the legislative branch says

it can't because that would be a violation of the separation of

powers. Got it. The irony is lost on the legislative branch.
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6de.pierce e.pierce

Yep.

"The people" elect a populist reform regime.

The reform regime begins to purge corrupt elements, including

left/Democrat propagandists, from the executive branch.

The corrupt elements, or their corrupt mouthpieces (such as

faux "progressive" AOC), begin to complain about having their

propaganda machine dismantled.

It really is just that simple.

LIKE (5) REPLY SHARE

6d

Nothing but a slush fund for patronage on both sides it sounds like.

It became clear to me long before the election that it wasn’t Ds vs

Rs exactly, it was establishment vs anti establishment. So many of

our political class are grifters. Happy to see their worlds shaken to

the core.
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6dSeamus

Classified information and a “threat to national security”. So all sides

are now acknowledging that USAID is a thin cover for the CIA?
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6dTracy Patrick

Did the Democrats just show their hand? They know that Trump

doesn’t play second fiddle to anyone so obviously he is the

president. But for the last 4 years it was obvious to anyone with

eyes and ears that Biden was not the actual person in charge and I

never heard Democrats cry about it from the roof tops. Did all

democrat politicians know exactly who was running the show so

there was no need to ask?
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6dhorsetheman

As outlined here, USAID has been a major destructive force against

democracy globally and abroad. It's actions testify that it can only

be true that it was run by fascist lunatics. However, the amount of

damage it has done by 'capacity building' a giant censorship turd

abroad still needs to be undone. We may need to use it's structures

to capacity destroy the anti-democratic influence structure extant

abroad.
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6dDiane Elliott-Lee Diane’s Substack

Let me please advocate for one small thing, despite all of the

horrible truths that this article reveals about USAID: there are still

millions of people in deeply impoverished countries in places like

Africa that have been receiving critical health services that have

reduced death and severe illness based on funding from the 10% of

USAID that has legitimately been doing what many of us thought

the entire agency was doing. I do wish that the hard work and

commitment of those individuals could be acknowledged, and those

services not terminated. As a retired Advanced Practice nurse, I

know many people who have done this kind of work that has been

funded by USAID.
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5dMike

I myself worked in Africa treating HIV patients two decades ago

and also feel Michael is throwing out the baby with the bath

water here. He seems to have become so consumed with

hatred for the left that destroying any institution perceived as

tainted by leftist ideology has become an end in itself for him,

regardless of what else that institution may have been doing.

I can't stand the Democrats for their censorship and groupthink

but at the same time I'm deeply repelled by the idea that

summarily cutting off antiretroviral HIV medications to twenty

million people is being presented as one of triumphal opening

moves of this new administration.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

6d EditedStephen Warren

Superb ... one of the very best Public articles.

One complaint: please stop perpetuating the mythology that the

SARS-CoV2 virus "may have come from the Wuhan lab" and stop

suggesting that US biotechnology was likely behind it when "we"

(those of us with a deep understanding of the scientific backstory)

are 99.999% certain that all of the critical biotechnology came from

the University of North Carolina.

LIKE (3) REPLY (1) SHARE

6dMark In Houston Apropos of What Matters

….Ralph Barric?

LIKE (1) REPLY (1) SHARE

6dStephen Warren

Yes.

Ralph Baric's lab.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE
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6dJan Hollerbach Jan Hollerbach

The truth shall set us free. Thank you. Depressing as hell what

we’ve been doing under the table and about time this came to a

halt.

LIKE (3) REPLY SHARE

6dCollective Idiocy

Wasn’t USAID created by JFK via executive order? Not by

Congress?

LIKE (3) REPLY (3) SHARE

6dKurt Kurt

USAID started with Kennedy’s EO but was codified into law in

1998, to give it a fig leaf of legitimacy. Now, its scandalous

finances are laid bare for all to see. See ya!

LIKE (4) REPLY SHARE

6dJonathan in SF Jonathan’s Substack

Initially but as Michael noted, Congress has authorized by law

too. At least this is what I heard.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

6dSea Sentry Sea Sentry

That's my understanding. Which means Trump can rescind its

existence, no?

LIKE REPLY SHARE

6dJD’s Substack

I don't think the concept of a "Deep State" can be more starkly

displayed.

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE
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6dRobert LaBella

Michael, this is an EXCELLENT piece. You did a great job weaving a

thorough and comprehensive assessment of the role USAID plays

as a key tool for the IC and its role in recent events.

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

6dMark In Houston Apropos of What Matters

Thank you once again Michael for an unwavering perspective on

USAID and its role in undermining free speech and interference in

populist movements both abroad and at home. As important as the

full pause that President Trump and Elon Musk through DOGE have

put USAID under - completing the play is critical. You said it so well

toward the end of your essay as quoted below:

“ Recommitment to the nation-state will require unwavering

commitment to free speech. The Trump administration should cut

off funding to groups, including the Aspen Institute, which

interfered in the 2020 election. Trump should order the State

Department, the National Science Foundation, the Department of

Homeland Security, and other agencies to end all contracts with

censorship advocates and “misinformation researchers.”

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

Jaw dropping and so very delicious!

Thanks, Michael!

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE
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6dWilliam Whitten William’s Substack

U.S. Funded ‘Task Force’ at Forefront of US ‘Regime Change’ Plot in

Syria

“Syria is free,” wrote the Syrian Emergency Task Force (SETF) in a

post on X, formerly Twitter, shortly after a cluster of militant groups

swarmed Damascus on Sunday and overthrew Bashar al-

Assad’s government.

“Mission Accomplished. The Syrian Emergency Task Force is proud

to announce that the Assad regime, Russia, and Iran have been

officially defeated in Syria by the Syrian people on their own and

without any outside support from the international community,” the

statement read.

In response, an X user took a swipe at the SETF, saying that an al-

Qaeda leader with strong ties to the Daesh terrorist group and

Western intelligence agencies “is the exact freedom I was hoping

for.”

SETF has long been at the forefront of the American “regime

change” project in Syria, funded by the US Agency for International

Development (USAID), a proxy organization of the Central

Intelligence Agency (CIA), the foreign spy agency of the US

military-industrial complex.

Operating under the guise of “bringing an end to atrocities against

Syrian civilians,” this maligned agency has actively pursued

Washington’s “regime change” agenda in Syria through crippling

sanctions and psychological operations to sway public opinion in
Expand full comment
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5dA Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

Shellenberger, if you care about this nation at all — which you don’t,

but maybe a couple of your tame idiots still has a scrap of a soul left

— you would be screaming to stop this. You are a traitor whose

mouth is glued to Elon Musk’s dick. Cheryl Rofer is a real patriot

who wants to save this nation:

https://www.lawyersgunsmoneyblog.com/2025/02/some-computer-

explanations

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

6dcade beck

https://www.techdirt.com/2025/02/03/musk-shows-us-what-

actual-government-censorship-on-social-media-looks-like/ Are you

going to criticize musk when he censors?

LIKE (1) REPLY (1) SHARE

6dSusan G Susan G

Yes. I AM. What Elon did is dead wrong. With that said, X is a

private company and can censor all it wants. My statement is

true, but I hated that response when people on my side were

censored and I hate it now. Both Elon and Trump promised

transparency. We must all expect and demand it.

LIKE REPLY SHARE

6d

Lets face it, it's still TDS. No real analysis (other than this article so

far) by MSM/WSJ/NYT other than how an unelected (Musk)

appointee can yield this much power and how Africa will now start

to see a surge in AIDS cases. Oh brother......
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6dKevan Hudson Kevan Hudson

Fun seeing you Michael, Senator Rand Paul and the Grayzone (Max

Blumental and Aaron Mate) all in agreement. The world thanks all of

you!

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

6ddogma vat dogma vat

Full speed ahead. Bulldoze.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

6dNorma Odiaga Norma Odiaga

I always appreciate your investigative journalism. I'm hoping that

you have a wide variety of subscribers who share this knowledge.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

6dJDJAWS’s Substack

Get your popcorn ready.

Watch Congress squeel like a pig this week. Burt Reynolds isn't

coming to their rescue.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90858281
https://substack.com/profile/15869680-kevan-hudson?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://kevanhudson.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90849808
https://substack.com/profile/293242757-dogma-vat?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://dogmavat.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90848278
https://substack.com/profile/34498373-norma-odiaga?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://normaodiaga630053.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90828299
https://jdjaws.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90817260


2/9/25, 8:46 AM(100) USAID’s History Of Regime Change, Destabilization, And Censorship Justifies Its Closure By Trump

Page 42 of 57https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization

6dDave Voigts

Great video essay.

The deep state runs a predatory stalking program against its critics

and people who could get them in trouble with the law. The program

works like the old FBI COINTELPRO and CIA MKULTRA. They are

leveraging advanced tech, like the weapons system that causes the

Havana Syndrome symptoms in these schemes. This weapon allows

corrupt actors to torture and discredit their victims wirelessly. When

these people complain, they are smeared as delusional and

psychotic personalities. Moreover, these deep state perpetrators

are using the federal security classification system to conceal their

crimes.

The Justice Department's 'Operation Fox Hunt' case describes how

to investigate and charge these types of crimes. The press

conferences for that case are online. What we've got right now is

current and former military and intel officers running these

programs. They coordinate with private intel firms who act as

proxies for this criminal enterprise. The public needs to know how

this scheme works, and they need to be encouraged to speak up

about the abuses that they witness. Confirmation of the abuse will

allow authorities to catch the stalking and harassment end of the

crime. Once that crime is charged, they can roll up these criminals

and find who is running the DARPA weapons that are used on our

own people.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

Why would USAID fund the BBC?!

LIKE (1) REPLY (3) SHARE

6de.pierce e.pierce

To extend their joint propaganda and regime change efforts.

LIKE (6) REPLY SHARE
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6dGrazier Grazier

How else can one hand wash the other?

LIKE (2) REPLY SHARE

6dLisa Lisa

I was wondering about that myself.

LIKE REPLY SHARE

6d EditedJeff Driscoll

Michael Shellenberger, you should listen to the work of Matthew

Ehret regarding the psy-op of UFO's. You can probably go to

YouTube and Rumble and search for "Matthew Ehret UFO" to get his

statements / opinion that it is a psy-op. Matthew Ehret has

hundreds of videos on how the British Empire + rich elite and

globalists are screwing up the world. Somehow fabricated stories

and lies regarding UFO's helps the globalists but I don't have the

knowledge to clearly state it (scare people into letting the

"authorities" handle it?). Laurance Rockefeller (evil David

Rockefeller's brother) started the "UFO Disclosure Initiative" in the

early 1990's and we know Laurance Rockefeller probably had

sinister intentions. Dr. Steven Greer is part of the "UFO Disclosure

Initiative" and therefore I think he is a psy-op spreader of lies.

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE

6dfor the kids for the kids

How many people are going to die because of our actions?

LIKE (1) REPLY SHARE
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4d

In criticizing USAID, Mike cites Nayib Bukele, the President of El

Salvador, [who] wrote on X, “Most governments don’t want USAID

funds flowing into their countries because they understand where

much of that money actually ends up. While marketed as support

for development, democracy, and human rights, the majority of

these funds are funneled into opposition groups, NGOs with

political agendas, and destabilizing movements. At best, maybe

10% of the money reaches real projects that help people in need

(there are such cases), but the rest is used to fuel dissent, finance

protests, and undermine administrations that refuse to align with

the globalist agenda."

Does Mike have any idea of who Bukele is? Bukele is a conservative

populist who was elected president and successfully reduced El

Salvador's homicide rate (left over from the Salvadorian Civil War

and caused by gangs like MS-13) from 38/100,000/year to

1.9/100,000/year in about 4 years, which has made him a political

superstar. However. he appears as corrupt as many Salvadorian

politicians, and has even been accused of paying off gangs. 70,000

alleged gang members have been detained without charges (1% of

the 6 million population). Then his party replaced every member of

the Supreme Court with justices who would misinterpret their

constitution's unambiguous ban on the re-election of presidents.

Bukele won re-election with 80% of the voteIt is not surprising that

NGO's specializing in human rights and promoting democracies are

now working activity against him. Such NGO's traditionally have
REPLY SHARE
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4dSteve

But Wait! It Gets Better!

DOGE’s Corruption Crimefighters

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqIIKw-8SoE

Feb 5, 2025

The internet strikes again! Steve Green brings us the story of how

two conservative amateurs dove into the financial aneurysm that is

USAID and put together a searchable database that allows anyone

to FOLLOW THE MONEY. Just the receipts they presented on a

simple trial run will be enough to make your blood boil.

_______________________________________________________

Date Republican

https://datarepublican.com/

Have Fun.

REPLY SHARE

4dBently

Michael, why don't you contact the NYT to submit this piece. I'm

sure it's exactly what they are looking for so that Americans are

fully informed.

REPLY SHARE

Twenty-three years ago I spent a year of my (early) life as a

physician prescribing antiviral HIV medications for patients in sub-

Saharan Africa (Malawi, to be more precise), at a time when it was

felt that such efforts were futile and that it was best to resign

ourselves to the idea that HIV was, from a logistical perspective, an

untreatable illness in less developed parts of the world and that, for

better or worse, we needed to accept that these people couldn't be

saved.

It turned out not to be logistically unfeasible to treat these patients,

even in the African bush. A few years after I left Malawi President
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Bush established PEPFAR, a program to distribute HIV antivirals to

infected patients in countries which otherwise can't afford to

purchase and distribute them. This program has been enormously

successful in keeping HIV-infected patients alive, but it's currently

funded through USAID, the US government agency which is now in

jeopardy because of the actions of the current administration,

which you evidently support without any apparent reservation that I

can see.

I've long since grown tired of Democrats and consequently

supported President Trump in the most recent election, but in less

than a month, with this single action, I’m left deeply questioning my

support for him. Call me weak, but I can't disabuse myself of any

concern for the future fate of the patients that I personally treated

when I was a younger doctor, many of whom are still alive because

of this program; beyond that, I think that indiscriminately abolishing

government agencies without paying attention in a more detailed

way to what they do represents, morally at least, an abuse of power,

whether or not one considers 52% of the popular vote to in fact

represent an electoral "mandate" to do anything.

I get it that you care about censorship and abridgment of First

Amendment rights. I care about it as well, and during the Covid

pandemic that was in fact the thing that initiated my turn to the

right. But for me to respect and support and vote for a politician,

that can’t be the only thing we’re in agreement on. Nor will simple

blinding hatred of the other side be enough on its own to sway my

vote either.

I think I’m starting to agree with the other poster on this thread who

commented, picturesquely, that lately you seem to have your lips

firmly glued to Elon Musk’s butt. You seem to increasingly be

thinking with your id rather than presenting any thoughtful or

nuanced assessment of actions like this one that can have dozens

of divergent and unintended consequences.
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5dFrank G Staheli Patterns in Scripture

Most people I know think that USAID is the savior of mankind just

because they hate Trump and Trump wants to disable it.
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5dMike

PEPFAR distributes antiretroviral HIV medication to roughly

twenty million patients worldwide, under the aegis of USAID.

Honestly, there are plenty of people who thought that PEPFAR

was saving a pretty significant number of human lives well

before Trump ever arrived on the scene. Some of them may

even have made the mistake of thinking Trump was someone

who cared enough about human lives to be selective about the

government agencies he felt needed a bit of trimming.

LIKE REPLY SHARE

https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/2023-11-

09/revealed-usaids-10bn-health-project-riddled-with-failings-

inefficiencies-and-fraud-allegations/
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5d

Thank you for providing a summary of concerning USAID activities.

REPLY SHARE

5dBrian Katz Brian Katz

This is great Michael.

Reporting the subversive nature of USAID is really important.

Scream it from the rooftops.
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5dBrick

Come on people. The word “AID” is embedded in the acronym. How

could they be bad?

Much like AOC, USAID wants to help shape benevolent

governments around the world right?

Okay, okay, the color revolutions didn’t go very well, the Maidan

seems to have led the Ukrainians off a cliff, Noam Chomsky is

waving his hands around, and the funding for Eco Health kinda went

sideways with the whole Covid outbreak and all, but hey, it’s not

easy saving the world right?

REPLY SHARE

5dA Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

This is a real issue, unlike the bullshit you sell, asshole:

https://www.wired.com/story/elon-musk-associate-bfs-federal-

payment-system/

REPLY SHARE

5dA Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

Musk killed USAID because USAID helped end Apartheid. Musk

wants to re-establish whites-only rule here and the place that

correctly spat him out.

REPLY SHARE

5dA Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

Instead American food aid in famines, we’re now going to send

American citizens to 3rd world hellhole prisons and bribe foreign

dictators to ‘house’ them:

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/04/us/politics/el-salvador-

prisons-marco-rubio.html
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5dLilana Spindler

Taking a wrecking ball to the paternalistic, corruption-enabling

USAID program had to be done. Zambian economist, Dambisa

Mojo, called for this 15 years ago in her illuminating book, Dead Aid.

Thanks, Trump, for refreshing our collective memory, and Michael

for explaining it in a bite size oratory.

REPLY SHARE

5dDavid Gronek

The main thing I want to see from Trump and DOGE is more

exposing what the government is really doing and funding. This is

so simple to do at USAID and other departments. Look at where

they spend money and start asking…

What is this?

What do they do?

Who actually gets the money?

Who authorized the funding?

How long has it been funded.

DO THIS AT EVERY DEPARTMENT.
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5d

Mike tells us: “With regards to the USAID stuff,” said Musk last night

on X, “I went over it with (the president) in detail and he agreed that

we should shut it down.”

According to the CONSTITUTION, doesn't Congress - not the

President or plutocrat sidekick - decide how much money to spend

on what. Didn't they pass a Continuing Resolution back on

December 23, 2024 when Trump was president-elect. If he wanted

USAID defunded or reformed, that was the CONSTITUTIONALLY

APPROPRIATE moment to act. Even Mike admits:

"It may be that Congress will have to approve of any dissolution of

USAID, since Congress created it."

https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90966172
https://substack.com/profile/143409955-lilana-spindler?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90956902
https://substack.com/profile/101248878-david-gronek?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization/comment/90955063


2/9/25, 8:46 AM(100) USAID’s History Of Regime Change, Destabilization, And Censorship Justifies Its Closure By Trump

Page 50 of 57https://www.public.news/p/usaids-history-of-regime-change-destabilization

In fact, Trump himself signed the most recent reauthorization of

USAID back in 2017. This action is more outrageous than Biden's

cancelling of student loan debt: At least there was overly broad

language in a bill authorizing debt cancellation during "national

emergencies". (That language was intended to help individuals with

student loan debt that were fighting after 9/11.) To the best of my

knowledge, there is no legal rational for what Trump is doing. This

action will almost certainly be reversed by the Supreme Court, but

what will happen in the meantime isn't clear. Those who work for

USAID overseas are mostly on year-to-year contracts.

Congress has specifically authorized spending for certain programs

and the hiring of experts to disperse the remaining funds that

produces the most "benefit" each dollar spent. Foreign aid spent in

Latin American can help reduce the influx of economic migrants

trying to enter our country. Since NAFTA made Northern Mexico

more prosperous, net migration from there to the US has been zero.

Mike tells us: "But all Trump has done is put his people in charge of

USAID, paused its grants, and shut down the organization’s

communications. When asked about USAID yesterday, he said, "It's

been run by a bunch of radical lunatics and we're getting them out...

and then we'll make a decision."

Mike forgets that Congress, makes the law, and the president

carries it out. Executive orders are valid only to the extent Congress

has left the President some flexibility in how to carry out the laws

Congress has passed.
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5dSteve

Marco Rubio talks USAID, US, Mexico, China, Canada tariff wars,

Panama canal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoje2FAqZMk

Feb 4, 2025

United States Secretary Marco Rubio sat down with FOX News to

discuss the Panama Canal, USAID, and the Trump tariff wars

happening between the US, Mexico, China and Canada. This comes

after Rubio's trip to Panama. Listen in

REPLY SHARE

5dGranny62 Granny62

Can you please go on every show with wide audience so people

understand this?
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5dBryan Cantrell Bryan’s Substack

Journalism!! How refreshing!
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Edited

The media and government officials today sounded like a disturbed

hornets nest. Perhaps, for a good reason. They don't know what's

going on and what security clearance Musk has, but it's so scary.

Anybody should be able to examine their spending, not just Musk.
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5dBRIAN CAM BRIAN CAM

Wow I have to listen to this 10 times before I get what I think is all of

it but this is incredible information. What is my task what is my

purpose? If that answer is to save my country this country will be

saved!
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6dlorretta applebee

great article, I just watched famed indian anchor palki sharma

scolded musk for closing USAID, with contradictory reasons ... she

knows it's a foreign policy agent, it's just that she hates musk, the

billionaire for taking away jobs for thousands ...

anti-downsizing as a defence for USAID , what a joke
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6dSenguptaHunchi

In this video we talked about the Atlantic council being funded by

USAID but I didn't hear anybody talking about the Atlantic council's

connections to Stefan Halper and the surveillance of the Trump

campaign prior to the 2016 election

I think if somebody digs they will find the connections between

these groups

There is no explicit connection mentioned in the provided

information between Stefan Halper and the Atlantic Council in

relation to the 2016 election or his surveillance activities. However,

Halper's broader connections to various think tanks, intelligence

communities, and policy circles might indirectly link him to entities

like the Atlantic Council, but this isn't specified.

Halper was involved with the Office of Net Assessment (ONA) at the

Pentagon, where he was paid over $1 million for various research

projects between 2012 and 2016. His last known contract with ONA

was signed around the same time he was meeting with

Papadopoulos, on September 26, 2016.
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6dRich Miller

The best take on cutting aid from USAID is probably from El

Salvador’s President Bukele, a right of center populist and strong,

American-educated, ally of the U.S. He’s turned El Salvador around

in a few short years and basically called cutting USAID’s funding a

win-win for the U.S. and the rest of the world. Combine that with

Musk’s blunt assessment of USAID’s value (or lack thereof) and it

really doesn’t seem to be worth salvaging.
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6d

See how little it takes to disturb the anthill.

To go after what is obvious. This stuff is literally hiding in plain sight.

This is why people are terrified of having outsiders come into

government. They will see what is obviously there, and act.

This is a simple metaphor of what's happening.

How To Make Homemade ANT KILLER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHK-K5VK2gU
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5dallynh

Here's another episode.

Trump/Musk Attack CIA Fronts USAID & NED: With Mike Benz

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtgT_u2rWs0

LIKE REPLY SHARE
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5dallynh

This is an example of the corruption that has been going on.

Marco Rubio talks USAID, US, Mexico, China, Canada tariff

wars, Panama canal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoje2FAqZMk

You have "aid" going to some program that is helpful, but the

money passes through multiple groups, each taking a piece of

the money as "administrative" costs.

- The real program is getting pennies on the dollar, while other

groups are being paid for reasons unknown.

Stop paying the third parties that siphon off money, and pay

the actual program the small amount of money that they need.

Now multiply this same scam across State, USAID, etc..., and it

explains how so many programs can get funded without being

noticed.

Follow the money. Do a full audit and see where each dollar

goes.

That's why Trump's Cabinet picks are being attacked. The

"Deep State" needs that money to keep flowing.

LIKE REPLY SHARE

6dA Feminist Changes A Lightbulb

Entities created by statute can only be eliminated by statute.

President Musk and his Orange Puppet are engaging in a coup and

destroying the government. Of course, Shellenberger always

wanted a dictator because his fossil fuel puppet masters want to

destroy the planet without anyone stopping them.

Shellenberger, do you ever get tired of being such a pathetic tool?
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6dSenguptaHunchi

Who is this guy that says shutting down USAID would be illegal?

Last I saw, it looked like USAID was created via executive order as a

node broken off of the Department of State so you would think

another presidential executive order could just erase it.

The only reason I think they could potentially say it's illegal is

because it's a budget item with appropriations but other than that,

it just seems like they need Congress to move the funding under the

Department of State and a good workaround was naming the

Secretary of State as the head of USAID so he can command the

budget alongside the Department of State's.

Doesn't look like you need Congress at all.

President of Refugees International

Refugees International is currently led by Jeremy Konyndyk, who

serves as the president. Prior to Konyndyk, Eric Schwartz was the

president from June 2017 until at least 2020. Schwartz had a

distinguished career in international refugee, humanitarian, and

human rights issues, including serving as the U.S. Assistant

Secretary of State for Population, Refugees, and Migration from

2009 to 2011.
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6dcade beck

Please look up the history. It was created by executive order

AFTER the passage of the foreign assistance act. The passage

of the law was crucial. Presidents can’t just create (or destroy)

organizations out of thin air
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6dcade beck

If there is “nothing mafia about moving quickly to assert control”

why did for example, David LeBron resign from the treasury after

decades long apolitical career. I wouldn’t expect people like that to

resign unless they were being asked to do something unethical.

Something is fishy about DOGE. If the goal is abolish USAID,

perhaps that’s a good idea. But why not do it through the normal

process in Congress? Republicans control congress so there is no

reason they couldn’t. Why the need for an extra legal, murky,

unaccountable group of people to sweep in and shut everything

down with zero congressional oversight? Why is doge purging for

example inspector general? Why are they purging low level FBI

agents who were just doing their job? I’m sorry, Public I admire your

work and most of your opinions but I think you are dead wrong here
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6dbrianne fitzgerald brianne’s Substack

Dare we speak about Paul Kagame and the darling Rwanda rescue

by USAID? The white range rovers was virtual signaling at its best
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6dBoris Petrov Boris Petrov

An extraordinary video – a MUST watch (Chase Gaiser & Ian Carroll)

pic.x.com/euxnXRtdMa
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