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• Thank you, Chairman Jordan and Ranking Member Nadler for 
the opportunity to speak today.  
 

• Today, I voice my support of H.R. 4250, the Protect Reporters 
from Exploitative State Spying or PRESS Act. 

 

• This bill prohibits the federal government from compelling 
journalists and providers of telecommunications services to 
disclose certain protected information, except in limited 
circumstances such as to prevent terrorism or imminent 
violence. 
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• Specifically, the bill protects from disclosure any information 
identifying a source, as well as any records, contents of a 
communication, documents, or information obtained or created 
by journalists in the course of their work.  

 

• Further, the bill protects specified third parties, such as 
telecommunications carriers or social media companies, from 
being compelled to provide testimony or any document 
consisting of a record, information, or other communication that 
relates to a business transaction between the third party and a 
journalist. 

 

• While 48 states and the District of Columbia have some form of 
shield law or reporter's privilege, protections vary significantly, 
and there is no federal shield law, and the state laws do not apply 
to investigations by federal agencies, such as the DOJ.  

 

• Importantly, there are currently no legal restrictions that 
prevent the government from secretly obtaining a reporter’s 
records directly from phone companies, email providers and 
other third parties in order to identify their sources. 

 

• As acknowledged by the foundational tenets of our nation’s 
government, the freedom of the press to report on and 
disseminate information is critical to our republic. 

 

• Our Constitution provides in the first amendment that 
“Congress shall make no law…abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press.” 

 

• This language should inspire us to protect journalists against 
government overreach and abuse of their subpoena power. 

 

• This bipartisan legislation further codifies these first 
amendment principles into law and will mitigate infringement 
upon the Constitution by the federal government. 
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• In a world where information is power, the role of reporters as 
truth seekers and watchdogs cannot be understated. 

 

• Recent events, however, have cast a chilling shadow over their 
pursuits. 

 

• Law enforcement agencies have resorted to clandestine tactics, 
subpoenaing emails and phone records in an effort to unmask 
confidential sources. 

 

• Spying on reporters to learn the identity of their sources is a 

finger in the eye of the First Amendment. 

 

•  Unnecessary surveillance of journalists makes it harder to 

bring waste, fraud, and abuse to light by scaring off sources and 

reporters who are essential to a well-functioning democracy.  

 

• This legislation creates strong protections for reporters with 

common sense exceptions for cases when the government truly 

needs information. 

 

• Not only is this legislation imperative to shield journalists from 

unnecessary government surveillance, but it is also necessary to 

protect the public's right to access information, hold their 

elected officials accountable, and actively participate in 

representative government.  

 

• During the 117th Congress, many on this Committee played a 

vital role in ushering the PRESS Act through the House, where 

it passed with unanimous, bipartisan support. 

 

• I urge my fellow Committee Members to support this bill so 

that the House can once again pass this important bipartisan 
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piece of legislation and protect the first amendment freedoms 

of Americans. 

 
 

• Thank you, I yield back the remainder of my time.  


