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FACT CHECK

Fact check: FBI is not using threat tags on
parents who protest at school board
meetings
Sudiksha Kochi USA TODAY
Published 9:10 p.m. ET Nov. 29, 2021

The claim: FBI's counterterrorism division adds threat tags to
parents who protest school boards

Attorney General Merrick Garland issued a memorandum Oct. 4 directing the FBI to address
"threats of violence against school administrators, board members, teachers, and staff" after
some groups aired concerns regarding the safety of public schools.

The nature of the FBI's work in that sphere came into question Nov. 16, when Rep. Jim
Jordan, R-Ohio, wrote a letter to Garland saying House Republicans received information
from a whistleblower that the FBI was using a specific "threat tag" to track potential
investigations.

An array of false claims about those tags are now circulating on social media.

"BREAKING: House Republicans have obtained whistleblower documents showing that the
FBI is using its counterterrorism division to investigate and add 'threat tags' to parents who
are protesting school boards," reads text of a Facebook post shared Nov. 16 that was
subsequently corrected by the user.

The post generated close to 2,000 likes and more than 600 shares in about a week. Several
social media users shared similar versions of this post as well. 

But the claim is false.

The proof attached to Jordan's letter, which is an email exchange between FBI
personnel, only has evidence the tags will be applied to investigate and assess threats
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directed against school officials, as other independent fact-checking organizations have
noted. 

Special access for subscribers! Click here to sign up for our fact-check text chat

The FBI told USA TODAY it does not investigate parents who simply speak out at school
board meetings.

USA TODAY reached out to social media users who shared the post for comment.

Tags used to track threats against school officials

The FBI's counterterrorism and criminal investigative division created an "EDUOFFICIALS"
tag to track cases that involve threats against "school board administrators, board members,
teachers, and staff," according to an email exchange between FBI officials, attached to
Jordan's letter.

Nothing in the letter states that the tag will be used against parents who protest at school
board meetings.

A tag is a statistical tool used to track information for review, according to the FBI, which
uses a wide array of tags to track cases of different types, such as human trafficking or drug
trafficking.

The FBI said in an emailed statement to USA TODAY that it must have information
"indicating the potential use of force or violence and a potential violation of federal law," for
a division to open an investigation. 

The FBI statement said the agency has "never been in the business of investigating parents
who speak out or policing speech at school board meetings." 

"We are fully committed to preserving and protecting First Amendment rights, including
freedom of speech," the statement said. "The FBI’s focus is on violence and threats of
violence that potentially violate federal law." 

Garland's memo was written four days after the National School Boards Association sent a
letter to President Joe Biden seeking the federal government's assistance due to ongoing
threats against school board officials related to critical race theory and COVID-19 policies. 

Fact check: False claim the FBI deemed critical race theory protesters a terror threat

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/nov/19/facebook-posts/no-fbi-isnt-adding-threat-tags-parents-who-protest/?fbclid=IwAR0hq2K3V_s5hy_JW8Z6gL7Yeu6fKACCtGpJ-XXkRGdH94hfaYIk14vdDmg
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2021/10/26/subscribers-well-check-your-facts-via-text/8548185002/
https://republicans-judiciary.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021-11-16-JDJ-to-Garland-re-completeness-of-testimony.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20210930180246/https://nsba.org/-/media/NSBA/File/nsba-letter-to-president-biden-concerning-threats-to-public-schools-and-school-board-members-92921.pd
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2021/10/14/fact-check-false-claim-fbi-anti-crt-protesters-terror-threat/6056516001/


12/9/21, 1:38 PM Fact check: FBI not using tags for parents protesting school boards

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2021/11/29/fact-check-fbi-not-using-tags-parents-protesting-school-boards/8739845002/ 3/4

After the memo was issued, claims that the FBI deemed those protesting critical race
theoryto be a terror threat circulated on social media, which USA TODAY debunked.

Garland testified Oct. 21 to the House Judiciary Committee that "there is nothing in his
memo that suggests FBI agents will be attending school board meetings," according to
Politico.

USA TODAY reached out to Jordan and Garland for comment.

Our rating: False

Based on our research, we rate FALSE the claim that the FBI's counterterrorism division
adds threat tags to parents who protest school boards. An email exchange between FBI
personnel attached to Jordan's letter only has evidence the tags will be applied to investigate
and assess threats directed against school officials. The FBI told USA TODAY it does not
investigate parents who simply speak out at school board meetings.
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Thank you for supporting our journalism. You can subscribe to our print edition, ad-free
app or electronic newspaper replica here.
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