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Attorney General nominee William Barr (Alex Wong/Getty Images)

Attorney General nominee William Barr, set to testify Tuesday before the Senate Judiciary
Committee, has provided consistent financial support to Republican candidates and causes
for nearly 25 years and recently contributed to members of the committee tasked with
advancing his nomination.

Together, Barr and his wife Christine have given nearly $730,000 to federal Republican
candidates and conservative groups since 1994, according to data from the Center for
Responsive Politics. The couple gave a total of $4,000 to Democratic candidates since then.

A significant chunk of the Barrs’ political giving came recently. The Barrs gave $87,700 to
GOP candidates and groups during the 2018 election cycle, including $40,000 to the
National Republican Congressional Committee and $21,000 to the National Republican
Senatorial Committee.

Barr gave to Republican candidates who are now members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, including Ted Cruz ($3,000), Marsha Blackburn ($2,000) and Josh Hawley
($2,000).
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The Barrs were more active than ever in 2016, contributing $155,645 to conservative
causes. Barr gave a maximum $2,700 contribution to Donald Trump's campaign, but it's
clear when looking through the numbers Trump wasn't his preferred candidate. That honor
goes to Jeb Bush, as Barr gave $44,145 to Right to Rise PAC, an outside group supporting
Bush’'s doomed campaign.

On Tuesday, Barr will tell the committee he plans to let special counsel Robert Mueller
finish the job. But he has drawn scrutiny for his criticism of Mueller's team.

Though he didn’t go as far as Trump to call them “17 Angry Dems,” Barr criticized the team
for its number of Clinton donors during a July 2017 interview with the Washington Post,
saying he “would have liked to see him have more balance on this group.”

Want first access to OpenSecrets' investigations
and data features? Learn about Article Alert.

“In my view, prosecutors who make political contributions are identifying fairly strongly
with a political party,” Barr said.

The lawyers that now make up Mueller's team have given a decent chunk of money to
Democrats. Prosecutor Jeannie Rhee and her husband Christopher make up the largest
chunk of Democratic giving at nearly $30,000. Mueller himself has given to just one federal
candidate, contributing a total of $450 to Republican Bill Weld's unsuccessful 1996 Senate
campaign against incumbent Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.).
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If confirmed by the Senate, Barr would be leaving behind large sums of money at his
previous jobs. He made nearly $2.5 million over the last year between his counsel position
at Chicago law firm Kirkland & Ellis and director positions at Time Warner, Dominion
Energy and Och-Ziff Capital Management. Barr agreed in an ethics waiver to leave those
positions should he take over the Justice Department.

Barr would join a cabinet already full of longtime GOP donors. Though Barr has given more
to GOP candidates and causes than Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin ($474,200), he
would be dwarfed by Small Business Administration chief Linda McMahon ($15 million),
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos ($8.2 million) and Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross
($961,879).

Feel free to distribute or cite this material, but please credit the Center for Responsive Politics.
For permission to reprint for commercial uses, such as textbooks, contact the Center: info@crp.org

Support Accountability Journalism

At OpenSecrets.org we offer in-depth, money-in-politics stories in the public interest. Whether
you're reading about 2020 presidential fundraising, conflicts of interest or “dark money”
influence, we produce this content with a small, but dedicated team. Every donation we receive
from users like you goes directly into promoting high-quality data analysis and investigative
journalism that you can trust.Please support our work and keep this resource free. Thank you.

SUPPORT OPENSECRETS=?

https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2019/01/trump-ag-nom-william-barr/ 4/6


https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000811
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/totals.php?id=D000000094&cycle=2018
https://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/lookup2.php?strID=C00108209
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000036350ID=D000036350ID=D000036350ID=D000036350ID=D000036350ID=D000036350ID=D000036350ID=D000036350&cycle=2018
https://extapps2.oge.gov/201/Presiden.nsf/D4CD873798AD3D1F85258381002E4CEE/$FILE/Barr,%20William%20P.%20%20finalEA%20.pdf
https://www.opensecrets.org/trump/political-appointees
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2012/10/hot-races-chris-murphy-vs-linda-mcm/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2016/12/betsy-devos-big-giving-relatives-family-qualifies-gop-royalty/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2016/11/donors-who-are-anti-nafta-in-the-running-for-commerce/
mailto:info@crp.org
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNidm13sgX4y-EM2htOUPpvKcgAnm_9OvXvnu89TlC9vZHhABIPaXqhRgya77hoCAoBmgAamtougCyAEGqAMByAPDBKoE2QFP0LQVSTSjDdhgaRKHi0zdsAZBpQwK3AEiPwbS1TZ-FpjDjoPv3Dn2ucTAA38-aUiHB6D1wki2DG9jIX0wCuuRijoqLLLvAwyM60IrRWRe4Yv_I5J2Q0TMfoupCER19cXByu8DOpBdaHWiaTfK5PL-5BqXvlqLOsqPSoDkLMEgZWtGaA4gnmPU_weQl51_jD-5mNrwvfqAvmQ4tGz_QRpNW_7bdOeUaKeb0uVOX0bNqpuGnOfk08FqXNVzA98p1S882ubFluMF6dS65zySscZwSPDcgAhbvD9XwASxnq3x_QKgBjeAB7_S3ZcBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgesQll1dJaeuMQ1YAKAZgLAcgLAdgTDA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRomgrjFydGGLp5saJFNtjHjw&sig=AOD64_1Hr7knMydBtGWNCax8XvpeQcNq0g&client=ca-pub-2601770384716403&nb=9&adurl=https://getprobfresh.com/living/breath-health.php%3FaffId%3D28DD4315%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Df35c_2282020_blow%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzIWmzdbw6gIVzRCtBh0mOQeQEAEYASAAEgKlA_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNidm13sgX4y-EM2htOUPpvKcgAnm_9OvXvnu89TlC9vZHhABIPaXqhRgya77hoCAoBmgAamtougCyAEGqAMByAPDBKoE2QFP0LQVSTSjDdhgaRKHi0zdsAZBpQwK3AEiPwbS1TZ-FpjDjoPv3Dn2ucTAA38-aUiHB6D1wki2DG9jIX0wCuuRijoqLLLvAwyM60IrRWRe4Yv_I5J2Q0TMfoupCER19cXByu8DOpBdaHWiaTfK5PL-5BqXvlqLOsqPSoDkLMEgZWtGaA4gnmPU_weQl51_jD-5mNrwvfqAvmQ4tGz_QRpNW_7bdOeUaKeb0uVOX0bNqpuGnOfk08FqXNVzA98p1S882ubFluMF6dS65zySscZwSPDcgAhbvD9XwASxnq3x_QKgBjeAB7_S3ZcBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgesQll1dJaeuMQ1YAKAZgLAcgLAdgTDA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRomgrjFydGGLp5saJFNtjHjw&sig=AOD64_1Hr7knMydBtGWNCax8XvpeQcNq0g&client=ca-pub-2601770384716403&nb=0&adurl=https://getprobfresh.com/living/breath-health.php%3FaffId%3D28DD4315%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Df35c_2282020_blow%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzIWmzdbw6gIVzRCtBh0mOQeQEAEYASAAEgKlA_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNidm13sgX4y-EM2htOUPpvKcgAnm_9OvXvnu89TlC9vZHhABIPaXqhRgya77hoCAoBmgAamtougCyAEGqAMByAPDBKoE2QFP0LQVSTSjDdhgaRKHi0zdsAZBpQwK3AEiPwbS1TZ-FpjDjoPv3Dn2ucTAA38-aUiHB6D1wki2DG9jIX0wCuuRijoqLLLvAwyM60IrRWRe4Yv_I5J2Q0TMfoupCER19cXByu8DOpBdaHWiaTfK5PL-5BqXvlqLOsqPSoDkLMEgZWtGaA4gnmPU_weQl51_jD-5mNrwvfqAvmQ4tGz_QRpNW_7bdOeUaKeb0uVOX0bNqpuGnOfk08FqXNVzA98p1S882ubFluMF6dS65zySscZwSPDcgAhbvD9XwASxnq3x_QKgBjeAB7_S3ZcBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgesQll1dJaeuMQ1YAKAZgLAcgLAdgTDA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRomgrjFydGGLp5saJFNtjHjw&sig=AOD64_1Hr7knMydBtGWNCax8XvpeQcNq0g&client=ca-pub-2601770384716403&nb=8&adurl=https://getprobfresh.com/living/breath-health.php%3FaffId%3D28DD4315%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Df35c_2282020_blow%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzIWmzdbw6gIVzRCtBh0mOQeQEAEYASAAEgKlA_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNidm13sgX4y-EM2htOUPpvKcgAnm_9OvXvnu89TlC9vZHhABIPaXqhRgya77hoCAoBmgAamtougCyAEGqAMByAPDBKoE2QFP0LQVSTSjDdhgaRKHi0zdsAZBpQwK3AEiPwbS1TZ-FpjDjoPv3Dn2ucTAA38-aUiHB6D1wki2DG9jIX0wCuuRijoqLLLvAwyM60IrRWRe4Yv_I5J2Q0TMfoupCER19cXByu8DOpBdaHWiaTfK5PL-5BqXvlqLOsqPSoDkLMEgZWtGaA4gnmPU_weQl51_jD-5mNrwvfqAvmQ4tGz_QRpNW_7bdOeUaKeb0uVOX0bNqpuGnOfk08FqXNVzA98p1S882ubFluMF6dS65zySscZwSPDcgAhbvD9XwASxnq3x_QKgBjeAB7_S3ZcBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgesQll1dJaeuMQ1YAKAZgLAcgLAdgTDA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRomgrjFydGGLp5saJFNtjHjw&sig=AOD64_1Hr7knMydBtGWNCax8XvpeQcNq0g&client=ca-pub-2601770384716403&nb=1&adurl=https://getprobfresh.com/living/breath-health.php%3FaffId%3D28DD4315%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Df35c_2282020_blow%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIzIWmzdbw6gIVzRCtBh0mOQeQEAEYASAAEgKlA_D_BwE
https://www.opensecrets.org/donate?utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=donate&utm_source=blog_lower_box

7/28/2020 Trump AG nominee William Barr is a longtime GOP donor

RESOURCES

ABOUT US

«® TAKE ACTION
@ DONATE

W@ BUY CUSTOM DATA

Except for the Revolving Door section, content on this site is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0

United States License by OpenSecrets.org. To request permission for commercial use, please contact us.

FCFC 93763

Coamboad Irdaral Campp o

https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2019/01/trump-ag-nom-william-barr/ 6/6


https://www.opensecrets.org/resources/
https://www.opensecrets.org/about/
https://www.opensecrets.org/action/
https://www.opensecrets.org/donate/
https://www.opensecrets.org/contracts/

