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Roger Stone to Michael Cohen: the men in Trump's
orbit implicated in crimes

Victoria Bekiempis

Roger Stone is the latest among a growing list of people once in the president’s inner circle who have
been convicted on federal charges

Fri 15 Nov 2019 15.44 EST

Roger Stone, Donald Trump’s longtime adviser, was convicted on Friday of obstructing a
congressional investigation into Russian meddling in the 2016 election.

The verdict makes Stone only the latest among a growing list of people once in the president’s
inner circle who have been convicted on federal charges. Below is a list of others in Trump’s orbit
– or that of his associates – implicated in federal crimes.

Michael Cohen
The president’s former lawyer and fixer, Cohen pleaded guilty to bank fraud, tax fraud, and
campaign violations involving hush-money payouts to two women – the adult film star Stormy
Daniels, and former Playboy model Karen McDougal. Cohen was sentenced to 36 months in
federal prison.
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Paul Manafort
The once powerful lobbyist who worked as Trump’s campaign chairman was convicted in August
2018 of bank fraud, tax fraud and failing to disclose foreign bank accounts. The next month,
Manafort admitted to conspiracy, such as money laundering and unregistered lobbying, as well as
a second conspiracy count involving witness tampering. Manafort, who will spend about seven
and a half years in prison for the federal cases, also faces state criminal charges in New York for
alleged fraud and conspiracy.

Michael Flynn
Trump’s former national security adviser pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI over his
communication with Russia amid the presidential transition in 2016. Flynn lied about his contact
with Russia’s ambassador, such as urging Russia not to react to sanctions placed by Barack
Obama.

Rick Gates
Manafort’s business partner pleaded guilty in February 2018 to conspiring to defraud the US and
lying to the FBI. He also admitted to helping Manafort manipulate financial documents, conceal
foreign income, cheat tax authorities and mislead banks for credit. Gates, who was also a Trump
campaign official, brokered a deal with Robert Mueller – serving as a star witness against Manafort
and Stone.

George Papadopoulos
In 2017, Papadopoulos pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI about the schedules of meetings with
purported Russian intermediaries. Papadopoulos in March 2016 met with a Maltese professor in
London, who claimed that the Russians had incriminating information on Trump’s then rival,
Hillary Clinton – “thousands of emails”. Papadopoulos was sentenced to 14 days in prison.

Alex van der Zwaan
A Dutch lawyer who worked with Manafort, Van der Zwaan pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI
about his communications with Gates and a person potentially linked to Russian intelligence. Van
der Zwaan worked on a Manafort-commissioned report to defend ex-Ukrainian president Viktor
Yanukovych from international scrutiny. He was incarcerated for 12 days.

Richard Pinedo
The online fraudster pleaded guilty after it was revealed that his business setting up US bank
accounts, and then illegally peddling them over the internet, had enabled a Russian operation
that utilized social media to meddle with the election. His cooperation enabled Mueller’s pursuit
of Russian troll farms.

Konstantin Kilimnik
The Russian political operative and Manafort associate is charged with obstructing justice. He was
swept up in Manafort’s plan to leverage his relationship with Trump to settle multimillion-dollar
debts to an oligarch.

Sam Patten
Lobbyist Patten had ties to Kilimnik. He admitted to diverting $50,000 from a Ukrainian oligarch
to Trump’s presidential inauguration committee. He pleaded guilty and agreed to cooperate with
Mueller.
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America faces an epic choice...
... in the coming year, and the results will define the country for a generation. These are perilous
times. Over the last three years, much of what the Guardian holds dear has been threatened –
democracy, civility, truth. This US administration is establishing new norms of behaviour. Anger
and cruelty disfigure public discourse and lying is commonplace. Truth is being chased away. But
with your help we can continue to put it center stage. It will be a defining year and we’re asking
for your help as we prepare for 2020.

Rampant disinformation, partisan news sources and social media's tsunami of fake news is no
basis on which to inform the American public in 2020. The need for a robust, independent press
has never been greater, and with your help we can continue to provide fact-based reporting that
offers public scrutiny and oversight. You’ve read more than 12 articles in the last four month. Our
journalism is free and open for all, but it's made possible thanks to the support we receive from
readers like you across America in all 50 states.

"America is at a tipping point, finely balanced between truth and lies, hope and hate, civility and
nastiness. Many vital aspects of American public life are in play – the Supreme Court, abortion
rights, climate policy, wealth inequality, Big Tech and much more. The stakes could hardly be higher.
As that choice nears, the Guardian, as it has done for 200 years, and with your continued support,
will continue to argue for the values we hold dear – facts, science, diversity, equality and fairness." –
US editor, John Mulholland

On the occasion of its 100th birthday in 1921 the editor of the Guardian said, "Perhaps the chief
virtue of a newspaper is its independence. It should have a soul of its own." That is more true than
ever. Freed from the influence of an owner or shareholders, the Guardian's editorial
independence is our unique driving force and guiding principle.

We also want to say a huge thank you to everyone who supported the Guardian in 2019. You
provide us with the motivation and financial support to keep doing what we do. We’re asking our
readers to help us raise $1.5m to support our rigorous journalism in the new year. Every
contribution, big or small, will help us reach it. Make a gift from as little as $1. Thank you.
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