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Our Response to the Zika Virus

The Zika virus is a disease spread primarily through the bite of an infected mosquito — the same type of
mosquito that spreads other viruses like dengue and chikungunya.

While most people have no symptoms as all, Zika causes mild illness in some. However, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has established a link between Zika infection during pregnancy and
serious birth defects and other poor pregnancy outcomes. We also know that there can be other serious
neurological impacts in some people who are infected with Zika.

We are closely tracking and responding to outbreaks of this virus across the Americas. We have seen
transmission in Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and American Samoa, in addition to cases reported in
Mexico, Central and South America, the Caribbean, and the Pacific Islands. The Florida Department of Health is
tracking cases of non-travel related Zika in one small area in South Florida and is closely coordinated with the
CDC as they further investigate this ongoing situation.

And we know that this particular mosquito lives in certain parts of the southern United States, and we now know
that Zika can also spread in another type of mosquito that is present throughout much of the United States. So
now is the time to prepare as the seasons change and weather gets warmer.

As President Obama said, we all have to remain vigilant when it comes to combating the spread of diseases like
Zika. That's why the President has called on Congress to provide emergency funding to combat this disease,
including to:

» speed the development of a vaccine;

« allow people — especially pregnant women — to more easily get tested and get a prompt result; and

 ensure that states and communities — particularly those in the South that have experienced local outbreaks
of dengue and chikungunya in the past — have the resources they need to fight the mosquito that carries this
virus.

Congress needs to act now to ensure that we have the resources we need to take every step necessary to
protect the American people from the Zika virus.

The Zika Virus: What You Need to Know

Transmission

Zika is primarily spread to people through the bite of infected Aedesmosquitoes. It can also be transmitted from
a pregnant mother to her baby during pregnancy, and it can be sexually transmitted by a man to his partners.
There is no evidence at this time that a woman can transmit the Zika virus to her sex partners.

Symptoms and Diagnosis



Only about one in five people infected with the Zika virus will feel sick. In those that do, symptoms are usually
mild and can include fever, rash, joint pain and red eye. Once a person is infected he or she is likely to be
protected from future infections.

Areas at Risk

Currently, outbreaks of Zika are occurring in many countries and territories around the world, but especially in
South America, Central America and the Caribbean. As the CDC notes, specific areas where the Zika virus is

being transmitted are likely to change over time.

Treatment and Prevention

Right now, there is no vaccine to prevent this disease and no medicine to treat it. The best way to prevent
infection by mosquitoes is to protect yourself from getting bitten by wearing long shirts and pants, using insect
repellents, sleeping under mosquito nets, and more.

Combating the Zika Virus: Emergency Funding

On February 22, we submitted a request to Congress for $1.9 billion in emergency funding to support the full
range of activities needed to prevent, detect, and respond to the Zika virus and its serious associated health

effects.

We have provided to Congress specific details about what we're requesting and how it would be spent. Here's a

quick rundown on what the funding would support:

» Accelerate vaccine research and diagnostic development
« Conduct mosquito surveillance and mosquito control

* Educate health providers, women,
and partners about the disease

 Improve health services and support for
low-income pregnant women

 Help Zika-affected countries better control transmission

For months now, Congress has failed to act despite more than 45 open, public hearings and several briefings
on this emergency. Some have suggested that Congress can wait until the fall to address Zika through the
annual federal funding cycle. But mosquitoes don't breed based on a funding cycle and the Zika virus is an

emergency that cannot wait. Congress must act now.
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Since the President requested emergency funding, we've learned more concerning facts about this disease:

« Sexual transmission of the virus is more common than initially believed.
« The impact on fetal brain development is more stark and more serious than first understood.

« Inthe U.S., the geographical range of the types of mosquitos that are known to transmit Zika far exceeds our
initial estimation.

« The number of countries that reported Zika to the World Health Organization has grown from 26 to 55.

The CDC has laid out an estimated range of the mosquitoes that carry this disease in the United States this
year. While this map is not meant to represent risk for spread of the Zika virus, it shows where people may
come into contact with the kinds of mosquitoes that could be carrying this disease.



WHERE THE MOSQUITOES THAT CARRY THE ZIKA VIRUS COULD
POTENTIALLY REACH IN THE UNITED STATES AS ESTIMATED BY THE CDC
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Recognizing the urgent need to prepare and respond to the Zika threat, the Administration identified and
redirected close to $600 million in existing funds as a stopgap measure for initial, time-critical activities.
However, it is not enough to address the Zika threat, or to fully implement necessary control measures. That is

why Congress needs to pass the Administration’s full emergency funding request.

If Congress fails to act:

« States and communities won’t have the funding they need to fight Zika. State and local officials
manage mosquito control and response operations. Without additional funding from the federal government,
they won't be able to hire as many responders to spray in locations that report Zika transmission via
mosquito. This will limit our ability to sustain activities to reduce the spread of Zika once transmission begins.

« Vaccine development may be delayed. Vaccine development, specifically by the private sector, requires
multi-year commitments from the government to encourage companies to reprioritize and spend money on
research and development for Zika vaccines. We need Congress to act to move as quickly to accelerate
vaccine development.

. Zika testing may not be available to everyone who needs it. We need to ensure that there is enough
Zika diagnostic testing capacity available across the country and we need tests that can produce faster
results, so that individuals who return from travel to Zika regions can get tested and so that individuals,
specifically men or women who are trying to have a child and who present symptoms, can know if they have
Zika. This will be especially critical in the event of local transmission of Zika within the Continental U.S. We
know there will be a diagnostic test shortage. That's why these activities need to be funded now so that we

have the tests in place when demand occurs.

As it gets warmer, the reach of these mosquitoes will increase, and the need for a robust response will be more
and more urgent. We have the opportunity to do get ahead of this epidemic, but Congress needs to do its part.



