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Jay D. Spaan 
 Citizen of the Cherokee Nation 

918.370.4258 
jays@tribalselfgov.org 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 

 

EXPERIENCE 
 

Self-Governance Communication & Education Tribal Consortium                                                    
Executive Director                                                                                      
July 2018 – present 
 

• Led a national Tribal non-profit organization. 
• Effectively served as organizational ambassador. 
• Pursued new opportunities and partnerships to increase organizational impact. 
• Developed innovative approaches to educate and share knowledge.  
• Served as Executive Producer for SGCETC’s original docuseries For Our People: Stories 

of Tribal Self-Governance and Sovereignty.  
 
 

Arizona State University 
Adjunct Faculty/ Professor                                                                                 
July 2021 - present 
 

• Developed the curriculum, syllabus, assignments, lectures, and reference materials for 
two new courses—Tribal Self-Governance I and Tribal Self-Governance II—offered within 
the Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law’s Indian Gaming and Self-Governance Program. 

• Taught annual offerings of Tribal Self-Governance I and Tribal Self-Governance II. 
• Worked closely with ASU colleagues to plan and execute training events for the broader 

ASU community.  
 

U.S. Government Accountability Office          
Senior Analyst                                                                                   
April 2005 - September 2018 
      

• Led research projects and performance evaluations of numerous federal programs and 
activities to determine effectiveness and compliance with established criteria. 

• Identified management and programmatic deficiencies hindering the effectiveness of 
federal programs, developed potential solutions for agencies and the Congress to 
consider, and monitored implementation of recommendations. 

• Developed written testimony and prepared GAO witnesses for Congressional hearings.  
 
 

 
EDUCATION 
 

University of Tulsa 

+ Master of Jurisprudence in Indian Law (2014) 
 

University of Texas at Dallas  
+ Master of Public Affairs (2005) 
+ Bachelor of Arts in Geography (2003) 
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